




Let’s take another look back into the beginning of human civilization…
     Noah




     Ham, Shem & Japheth

Founders of humanity, Africa, Middle East, Asia Minor, respectively
Ubaidians

4000 bc

Sumerians

3250 bc

Cuneiform, Wheel

     Etana of Kish  

2800 bc

First recorded King of Sumeria.

     Messanapada   

2670 bc

Ended the Etana Dynasty, Began 1st Dynasty of Ur.

     Sargon the Great            2330 bc

Akkadian, Ended the first Dynasty of Ur, began Sumer-Akkadian Empire.

     Naram-Sin

2218 bc

Last Akkadian ruler?, Defeated by Gutians.  

     Gudea

2144 bc

Rebelled against Gutians and weakened them.    

     Utehegal

2120 bc

King of Erech, Completely threw off the Gutian yoke.

     Ur-Nammu

2112 bc

Utehegal’s general, Wise, early written code of law, Social reformer, 3rd dynasty of Ur.
 Shulgi                             2095 bc

Ur-Nammu’s son, helped established early written code of law, patron of literature.
 Ibbi-Sin                          2004 bc

Defeated and carried off by the Elamites, last ruler of the 3rd Dynasty of Ur.
Civilization disintegrated & civil strife became rampant. Isin attempted control Sumer & Akkad

Rim-Sin of Larsa              1823 bc

Conquered Isin.

                                                                  
Assyrian Empire          1810 bc
Ashur, Nineveh and Kalhu


Shamshi-Adad I           1810 bc          1st Assyr. Emp. Med-Zagros



Ishme-Dagan               1760 bc.         Shamshi’s son, Conquered by Hammurabi

Hammurabi    1763 bc    Amorite = Arabian, ancestors of the Canaanites,      

Deposed Rim-Sin and Ishme-Dagan I
First major written code of Law.
Established ‘Babylonia’ and Expanded the Empire Med Sea-Persian Gulf-Zargross Mtns.
Hittites                                ~1595 bc
From Asia Minor (Dog Head) Weaken Babylonian Empire
    Agum                                 1570 bc             Kassite, Become one of big 4 empires at the time,  Egyption, Mitanni & Hittite

Mitanni


   1500 bc             Northern Mesopotamian empire, Conquered Assyria.

Hittites                                   1390 bc             Defeat and weaken Mitanni 

   Ashur-Uballit I                    1364 bc             Took advantage of the weakened Mitanni and freed Assyria + started harassing Kassite  

   

Babylonia. 


Uballit was followed by 3 very tough emperors who successfully maintained the empire 
against the Babylonians, Hittites, Lullubi and Urartians.

Assyrian Empire                    1364-625 bc           The Assyrians weakened the Babylonian Empire until it fell prey to the Elamites

      Shutruk-Nahhunte                 1160 bc            Elamite, Defeated Babylon and ended the Kassite Dynasty.
      Shilhak-Inshushinak               1140 bc
Nahunte’s son, Elam was defeated after his death by Nebuchadnezzar I of Babylon.

      Nebuchadnezzar I                  1125 bc
Conquered Elam and freed Babylonia
200 years of political chaos and then:
 Assyrians                              1075-875 bc    
Assyrians tighten their grip and expand their empire where possible.

Chaldeans                                      875 bc           Chaldeans start straining against Assyrians

   Nabopolassar                              625 bc
Chaldean, allied himself with the Medes and  defeated the Assyrians

   Nebuchadnezzar II                     605 bc
Nabopolassar’s son, took Jews into captivity

   Nabonidis                                   556  bc          One of Nebuchadnezzar’s generals, father of Belshazzar
   Belshazzar                                  554  bc           Defeated by Cyrus the Great in 539 bc 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cyrus the Great                    550-530 bc             1st emperor of Persia, Conquered his grandfather, Cambyses I



Allowed Jews to return to Israel, (Ezra)
Cambyses II                         530-522 bc
Conquered much of Egypt, Guamata tried to take over (Smerdis), died on his way back 

from Egypt.
Darius I                                522-486 bc
Killed Guamata, highways, postal system, honored by Jews, Ionian Greeks revolt,  

punished mainland Greeks, lost at the battle of Marathon, Daniel & Lions
Xerxes I                                486-465 bc             Went after Greeks, won at Thermopylae and lost at the naval battle of Salamis and Platea,Esther.  Also known as Ahasuerus in the Bible.

Artaxerxes I                          465-425 bc
Egypt revolted, beginning of the decline of the empire, Nehemiah sent back to Jerusalem
Darius II                               423-404 bc
Illegitimate son of Xerxes, killed his half-brother, Sogdianus who had killed Artaxerxes II 
          
               Supported Sparta in the Peloponnesian Wars, ruthless suppression of revolts.
Artaxerxes II                        404-358 bc
Son of Darius II,  killed his brother Cyrus the younger who was aided by the Spartans.
Arses                                    358-356 bc              Killed by Bagoas. Who placed Artaxerxes III on the throne
Artaxerxes III                       356-336 bc.             Reigned for 20 years, killed by Bagoas.
Darius III                             336-330 bc              Placed on the throne by Bagoas, then killed Bagoas, eventually lost his empire to Alexander the Great at Gaugemela in 330 bc.

= the end of the Persian Empire.  

Now we have to go back in time a bit…      … about 1900 years…
Minoan Civilization   ~2200-1400 bc

-On the island of Crete in the Aegean Sea 

-All their Kings may have been known as ‘Minos’ 

-Capitol at Knosos

-Redistributive economy

-Palace Society

-Not well defended because they were on an island.

-Traded with Hittites, Egyptians and other major cultures of the day.






-Conquered by the Myceneans in ~1400 bc.





-Their culture was assimilated into the Mycenean and ‘Western’ Culture had begun.








= west of the Middle east.

Myceneans         ~1550 – 1000 bc

-Mainland Greeks (think Agamemnon)






-Actually spoke Greek (unlike Minoans)






-Warlike culture






-Ruled by Kings  






-Fought themselves to exhaustion along with the Hittites and the Egyptians.
Dark Age
1000 – 750 bc
              -Warring and mild famine probably contributed to the collapse of the Greek civilization.





 
-The majority of the population actually lost the ability to read and write.






-The population plummeted and petty chiefs replaced kings and palaces.







-They learned how to smelt iron ore.






-Iron tools & weapons, along w/better weather conditions 
= Greek civilization was reborn.





Archaic Age         750-480


-Greek Civilization was reborn, but it was dramatically different.

-The divided and dispersed people rejected the idea of a centralized kingdom and 
instituted the foundations of Democracy. 
Know: Oligarchy, Democracy, Ethnos

Athens  ~600 bc
-Established a type of  Democracy

Piistratus           (600-527 bc),
-Athenian general and statesman, tyrant of Athens from 560 to 527 bc,                                                                                                                         -Son of Hippocrates, and kinsman and friend of the celebrated legislator Solon.                                        -Reduced taxes, granted lands to the poorer citizens, and provided for the aged and disabled.              -His administration is famous for his encouragement of literature and the arts.                                     -Probably responsible for one of the first written versions of the works of Homer.

Hippias


          -Pisistratus’ son.  Forced to “resign”  ~519 bc.
Sparta                                            -2 Kings and High Council ruled, harsh life, great foot-warriors, Phalanx
Leonidas                                        -Spartan King and General
Themistocles   (527?-460?bc)        -Athenian general and statesman, who commanded the Athenian fleet at the Battle of Salamís.                           -By 483 bc, he controlled Athenian politics.                                                                                                     -Convinced his fellow citizens that they needed a powerful fleet.                                                               -Consulted the oracle at Delphi; the oracle said to defend themselves with “wooden walls.”                     -Themistocles interpreted this answer as referring to the Athenian ships.                                                                   -Send a secret message to Xerxes to attack before the Greek fleet had an opportunity to flee.                     -Resulted in a crushing defeat for the Persians                                                                                                    -Themistocles was acclaimed one of the foremost men of his time.                                                                  -Themistocles became less popular, his arrogance provoking the anger and resentment of the citizens.                                                        -He was ostracized in 471 and subsequently gained favor at the court of Artaxerxes I, king of Persia.

Persian Wars          490-479                              -Drove the Greeks together (unified them) and ended the Archaic Age.

-Originally, Athens wanted Persia’s help against Sparta, but then Athens betrayed Persia.


-Darius I, attacked Athens for double-crossing him and helping the rebellious Ionian 
Greeks, in Asia  Minor.

-At the end of the Persian War, the Athenians and the Spartans were fighting together,



although there was still friction between the two.

-Thermopylae, Marathon, Salamis, Platae


Classical Age         480-323 bc

-Begins with the defeat of the Persians and ends with the death of Alexander the Great.

Peloponesian War 431-404 bc
-War between Athens, the Delian league, & the Spartan Confederacy (which 
included  Macedonia) Peloponnisos 
= greek peninsula. 
-Persians helped the Spartans win.  
Pericles                 495-429 bc
-Athenian leader, built the Delian League, died of the plague.

30 Tyrants            404-403 bc
-Group of men from the Spartan Confederacy in charge of Athens after Sparta’s victory.  



Lasted less than a year… before the Athenians reestablished their democracy.

Power Vacuum    403-338 bc
-Constant fighting between the various city-states created a power vacuum which was 
filled by the  Macedonian, King Phillip II (Alexander the Great’s father).
Philip II & Alexander      359-323

-filled the power vacuum in Greece

 




-turned their formerly weak Macedonian kingdom into an international superpower.King 
Phillip II     Died 336 bc


-Alexander’s father, took over Greece, but Macedonians were a lot like Greeks, 
& Greece couldn’t effectively defed themselves.

-Equipped his infantry with 4-m-long (14-ft-long) thrusting spears. 

-Foght shoulder to shoulder in phalanx formation 

-Philip’s ‘porcupine’ could skewer opposing troops before they could get close.
-Goal was to lead a united Macedonian and Greek army to conquer the Persian 

Empire as revenge for its invasion in 480 bc. 

-Was murdered by a Macedonian noble in 336 bc


 continued to pursue his father’s goal.
Macedonia 



-Spoke a separate language from Greek






-Never embraced the city-state form of government. 

-Nobles learned Greek and identified themselves as Greek. 

Macedonian Supremacy
(338-323 bc)
-Began when Phillip II asserted his control over Greece






Ended with the Death of Alexandder in 323 bc 

-Using diplomacy, bribery, and war, 

Philip forced the Greeks to acknowledge him as their leader in 338 bc.
-Marked the end of the Greek city-states as independent actors in international politics, 

 but they did remain the basic economic and social units of Greece.
Alexander the Great 
456-323 bc
-Became king of Macedonia when his father, Philip II, was assassinated in 336 bc. 
took immediate measures to quell insurrections, both domestic and abroad,





-Continued to pursue his father’s goal.

-Led his troops in campaigns against Greece, Egypt, and the Persian Empire
-Ruled most of the civilized world by the time he died in 323 bc at the age of 33. 
-His celebrated military and tactical genius share renown with his ego and ruthlessness.

-Became the leader of Greece and conqueror of the Persian empire.
-Led the most astonishing military campaign in ancient history

-Conquered all the lands from present-day Turkey to Egypt to Afghanistan 

while still in his twenties! 
-Great ability to motivate his men to follow him into hostile, unknown regions.
-Thought he was superhuman, and demanded the Greeks to worship him as a god.

-Captured Babylon, Egypt, Susa, and Persepolis and into India  (the Hyphasis River) 
-Returned to Babylon to administer his vast empire. 

-Illness killed him in 323 bc, he had no son to continue his empire

= his four generals tore it apart, each trying to secure his own power.

 Alexander's goals were the conquest and administration of the known world and the exploration and colonization of new territory beyond. By including non-Macedonians in his administration and founding colonies of Greeks wherever he went, he brought the Greek and Middle Eastern worlds into closer contact than ever before in trade, shared scientific knowledge, and cultural traditions. 

THE TRANSFORMATION OF GREECE 
When Alexander died 
323 bc

-The Greek city-states tried to reclaim their independence 
-Macedonian generals proved too strong, 
- but no general had the charisma or the strength to reunite the empire.

Hellenistic Greece (323-31 bc) 

Hellenistic 



= “Greek-like” 
-Gets its name from the greater knowledge of Greek language and culture 
brought to the Middle East through Alexander’s conquests and from the
kingdoms established by his generals after his death. 

Archimedes               (287-212 bc)
-Preeminent Greek mathematician and inventor.                                                                           -Wrote important works on plane and solid geometry, arithmetic, and mechanics.                 -Archimedes was born in Syracuse, Sicily, and educated in Alexandria, Egypt.                                                 -The areas and volumes of curved solid figures and the areas of plane figures.                                                             -Proved volume of a sphere is 2/3 the volume of a cylinder that circumscribes the sphere.                       -Defined the principle of the lever.                                                                                              -Credited with inventing the compound pulley.                                                                                       -In Egypt, he invented the hydraulic screw for raising water from a lower to a higher level. -Best known for discovering the law of hydrostatics, often called Archimedes' principle.                                                                                              -----= body immersed in fluid loses wt. equal to the wt. of the amount of fluid it displaces.                         -Said to have discovered this stepping into his bath when the displaced water overflowed.

-Spent the major part of his life in Sicily, in and around Syracuse.                                                                                                                 -Devoted his entire lifetime to research and experiment.                                                                       -During Roman conquest of Sicily, several of his devices were used defending Syracuse.         -Among the war machines attributed to him are the catapult and a legendary mirror              -----------system for focusing the sun's rays on the invaders' boats and igniting them.                            -After capture of Syracuse during the Second Punic War, was killed by a Roman soldier.
Alexander’s Generals
Antigonus I (382?-301 bc) 

-Ruled parts of Asia Minor, the Middle East, Macedonia,  and Greece 

Seleucus I (358?-281 bc) 

-Ruled Babylonia and lands as far east as India  (Persia/Iran) 

Ptolemy I (367?-283? bc) 

- Ruled Egypt 

= The Diadochi

-Alexander’s Generals

-"Successor kings"  
-Had to create own form of kingship because they didn’t inherit positions legitimately.

-Were self-proclaimed monarchs  
-Needed the Greek city-states to support them with money and soldiers. 
= usually let city-states keep internal freedom so long as they followed the
kings’ foreign policies. 

-Incorporated many local traditions into their rule. 

Ex:
Seleucids Macedonian with Middle Eastern royal customs; 
Ptolemies, combined Macedonian with Egyptian. 

These kings 


-Frequently fought each other over territory. 
Ptolemaic & Seleucid armies
-War over the eastern shore of the Mediterranean known as:  the Levant,

= a crossroads of trade for thousands of years. (later = Via Mares)
****These struggles left openings for smaller, regional kingdoms to establish themselves. 

= Attalids in Asia Minor,  250 -133 bc, 
-Pergamum was its wealthy capital. 

In these Hellenistic kingdoms,


-Kings and queens of Greek and Macedonian descent, had unrestricted rule over local populations. 
-This disturbed the Greeks, who remembered their history of freedom. 






-Therefore, in the 2nd century bc when the kingdoms had been weakened by war, some mainland 
Greeks appealed for help from the region’s growing superpower…
…Rome
The Romans 

-Had already taken over the Greek areas in Italy and the western Mediterranean.
-Saw the appeal for help as a chance to increase their power further. 
-Helped protect Greece against the aggressive kingdoms and told the Greeks they were once again free. 
-Romans meant that the city-states were free to self-govern so long as they did what Rome wanted. 

-Greeks rebelled and a Roman army destroyed the city of Corinth in 146 bc. 
-After this, Roman governors presided over mainland Greece. 
-Within ~hundred years, Rome conquered remaining Hellenistic kingdoms and their Greek cities. 
-Egypt, under Queen Cleopatra, was the last to fall, in 31 bc.

Roman Greece (31 bc-ad 395) 

By the time Augustus (63 bc-ad 14) established the Roman Empire in 27 bc. 
1. All the areas where Greeks lived were already Roman provinces 
2. But Greek cities generally retained their traditional political organization
3. The Roman colonies in mainland Greece founded by Augustus and his predecessor, Julius Caesar, mimicked the political system of Rome. 
4. Greeks resented Romans, taxed them and forced them leave areas where Rome wished to establish colonies.

Roman emperors 

-Gradually honored leading Greeks. 
-Chose them for the Roman senate
-Gave lavish gifts to the cities, such as a panhellenic festival created by the emperor Hadrian in ad 131. 

-Increased Roman interest in Greek culture peaked in the 2nd century ad.

-Greece eventually became reconciled to Roman rule
-Students from abroad flocked to its distinguished universities, especially in Athens. 
-The peace created by the empire gave people more time for cultural activities.

-Plutarch and Lucian 


-Greek writers, wrote new types of imaginative literature including: 
in-depth biography, social satire, and science fiction.
-Greece’s reputation as a cultural center changed its economy. 

= Many people moved from the country to the cities to work in the tourist industry. 
-Places that attracted tourists prospered. 
-Greeks’ prosperity ended when civil war, earthquakes, and epidemic disease crippled the empire in the 3rd century ad. 

-Germanic raiders, the Heruli, plundered Greece from 267 to 270, severely damaging Athens. 

-The emperors Diocletian (ruled 284-305) and Constantine the Great (ruled 306-337) restored order. 

-But Roman Empire remained unstable. 

-In 330 Constantine 

-Created a new capital for the Roman Empire, named Constantinople
-Built on the site of Byzantium (modern Istanbul), 
= Greek city reduced to a village in 195 after it had rebelled against Romans  

8.  Byzantine Greece (395-1453) 
-Roman Empire 

   395 
-Split, protecting vast territory against Germanic & Persian raiders, impossible for 1 ruler. 
-Dividing line basically fell between present-day Italy and mainland Greece. 
-Greeks in the west suffered along with their non-Greek neighbors

 =Germanic invaders gradually took over that part of the empire. 
-Byzantine Empire 

 -The eastern half,  maintained Greek language and culture. 

-Christianity 


-Became their faith, after Constantine’s religious conversion in 312.

-Byzantine emperors 

-Found it difficult to defend mainland Greece. 
-King Alaric I     

~395 
-Visigoths, sacked Corinth, Árgos, and Sparta. 

-Archaeology 


-The region recovered some prosperity in the 5th  & 6th  centuries & constructed churches. 

-Slav invasions 
 
   582
-These disorganized raiders settled in Greece, the economy faltered. 
-Not complete collapse, 
        =absence of copper coins & fine pottery shows times were hard from the 7th  century onward. 

-A few cities remained strong
-Pátrai (Patras) and Thessaloníki.  
Most communities withered as inhabitants withdrew in small bands to seek refuge in hilltop fortresses. 
- Lucius Junius Brutus 
-Northerners continued to move in, adopting the cultural traditions they found in place.
-Became Romanized and Christianized
-Joined locals as part of the population of Byzantine Greece. 
Seljuk Turks & Crusaders 
-Weakened the Byzantine Empire 
-Fell to the Ottomans in 1453
THE LAST BIT OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE HAD AT LAST FALLEN,  MORE THAN 2100 YEARS AFTER ROMULUS!
Review:

Minoan Period 
~ 2200 -1400 bc   Began about the time of Abraham
Mycenian Period 
~ 1550 - 1000       BeganAbout the time of Moses
Greek Dark Age
~ 1000 -  750        Began about the time of King David
Archaic Age
~  750 -  480 
Classical Age
~  480 -  323  

Athenian Empire              ~  480 - 359
Macedonian Supremacy         336 - 323
Hellenistic
   ~  323 -  31bc
Roman Greece                   ~  31bc - 395 AD
       
Byzantine Greece 
   ~  395 - 1453

STOP!   We have to backup again…
Ancient Rome:
 753-27 bc 
-Tiny settlement along the Tiber River to an emerging empire. 
-While developing from monarchy to a republican form of government.

Pre-Roman ‘Rome’
Nearly 3,000 years ago 

-Shepherds first built huts on the hills beside the Tiber River in central Italy.




-Think—When was this?  
-What else was happening in the world at this time? 

Encampments gradually grew 
-Merged to form the city of Rome. 

Rome’s history is unique 

-Because it encompasses more than the story of a single city. 

Political history of Rome 

-Marked by 3 to 4 periods. 

1st  period = from 753–509 bc,  (~250 years)




The city developed from a village to a city ruled by kings. 




2nd period = from 509–27 bc.  (~500 years)




The Romans expelled the kings and established the Roman Republic.  




3rd period = from 27 bc–ad 476. (~500 Years)
Following the collapse of the Republic, Rome fell under the domination of emperors and flourished for another five centuries as the Roman Empire 

4th period = 330-1456




Byzantine Empire (New Rome, Eastern Rome)
Ancient Rome:
Begins with Romulus 
~753 bc
-Rome’s legendary founder

Ends with Augustus 
    27 bc 
First emperor of imperial Rome. 


***After 27 bc, Roman History is considered to be no longer ‘Ancient’.

The ancient Romans 

-Enjoyed gladiatorial combats, chariot races, and animal hunts in the arena.

-Created a civilization that has shaped subsequent world history for 2,000 years. 
-Vast building projects: roads, bridges, enormous baths & aqueducts, temples & theaters
-Many cities throughout Western Europe stand on Roman foundations (Londinium etc.) 

-Entire towns in the North African desert, still mark Rome’s former dominion. 

Cultural Influences: 
1.  Their language


-Latin, gave rise to languages spoken by a billion people in the world today. 

 



-Polish, Turkish, and even Vietnamese—use the Roman alphabet. 

2.  Legal system 


-Remains the basis of continental European law 

3. Western art 


-Brought lifelike style that forms the basis of the realistic tradition. 

4. American government 

-Founders looked to the Roman Republic as a model. 

5. Political institutions 

-Reflect Roman origins: 
=Senators, bicameral legislatures, judges & juries were all adapted from Romans. 

6. Roman Catholic Church 
-Still uses symbols and ritual derived largely from the ancient Romans. 

-The Roman state 


-Was not continuously at war. 
-Roman armies most often served on the frontiers of the empire 
-Roman lands nearer the Medit. were more peaceful & culturally & economically interconnected 
than in any subsequent era. 

-Extended citizenship far beyond the people of Italy 






= a key to their strength and longevity.

The Roman Empire also became the channel through which the cultures and religions of many peoples were combined and transmitted via medieval and Renaissance Europe to the modern world.

The first 3 of the Roman ages:
The age of 7 Kings 753 bc – 509 bc   

1.  Romulus founded Rome           753 bc, 
-Became the city’s first king, giving it his name.
2.  Numa Pompilius 
715 to 673 bc.
-Second king of Rome, a Sabine, especially just and devoted to religion. 

-Many of Rome’s religious traditions attributed to Numa, including the selection 
of virgins to be priestesses of the goddess Vesta.

-Established a calendar to differentiate days sacred to the gods

 = no state business was allowed. 
-Peaceful reign
3.  Tullus Hostilius 
(672–641 bc) 
-Aggressive foreign policy, began expanding lands by conquest of nearby 
cities like Alba Longa. 
-Contracted the plague 

-People thought it was a punishment for the neglect of the gods 
4   Ancus Marcius, 
(640–617 bc)
-Highly religious grandson of Numa 

-Lucius Tarquinius Priscus -Founded port of Ostia at mouth of Tiber. 








(Paul was brought to this port when he arrived from Israel)

5.  Tarquinius 

(616 - 579 bc) 
-Wealthy Etruscan 

-Favorite of King Marcius
-Considered a foreigner. 

-Drained marshes for the market place that became known as the Roman Forum. 
6.  Servius Tullius 

(578–535 bc)
-Organized Roman army into groups of 100 men called centuries

-Built a new wall around the city. (too bad for Hannibal!) 
7.  Lucius Tarquinus Superbus (534–510 bc)
-Tarquin the Proud 
-The cruel seventh king,

-Expelled in 510, by Lucius Junius Brutus after his son raped Lucretia, 
=the wife of his kinsman Collatinus. 
Roman Republic ....  Things get a little harder to follow... so stay awake!!
Lucius Junius Brutus 
509 bc 

-Overthrew the cruel Etruscan tyrant Tarquin 
The Etruscans 



-Were busy elsewhere.

-Increasing threats from Gauls, (Northern Celtic people) & Greeks in the south. 
Roman aristocrats 


-Provided leadership for establishment of the Roman Republic \

-And continued to dominate it for centuries. 

During the republic
-Rome grew from a small city of 10,000 into a great cosmopolitan metropolis of 1 million 

-15 million subjects encompassed the entire Mediterranean basin. 

Social and political conflict 


-Arose as Romans tried to keep their old values and institutions in place while exercising 
their authority over subjects of many different nationalities.

The Republic Suffered 


-A lot of political struggle but relatively little internal violence. (Until the Gracci) 
The republican system of government 
-Was a remarkable achievement both in its length and scope. 

The Senate and the citizen Assembly 
-Survived from the monarchy into the republic. 

The Senate 



-Theoretically played only an advisory role. 
-But because it contained mostly former magistrates it was respected as 
the repository of Roman wisdom and tradition. 

-Had such great authority (auctoritas) that magistrates consulted it on all-important issues, -Became the dominant force in religion, foreign policy & public finance 

-Did not pass legislation, though its decrees were treated with the greatest respect.

The Assembly 



-Citizens participated 
-Could pass laws, elect magistrates, and declare war. 

-No free discussion took place
-Could only approve or reject proposals presented by a magistrate.

Over the centuries, the Romans organized these popular assemblies in different ways, but the voting system always favored the rich. 
For example: 

      The comitia centuriata, (~550 bc,) 
-Consisted of 193 voting blocks 
-Each had a single vote. 
-Citizens were assigned to the 193 “centuries” on the basis of wealth 
-The 162 centuries of the richest class had few members 
-The 1 century reserved for the landless had tens of thousands of members

but could still only cast a single ballot. 

The Magistrates 
-The kings left the early Romans with a fear of domination by a single ruler. 

-As a result, Romans replaced the kings with magistrates. 
-Magistrates were collegial, which meant that several officials held the same office simultaneously & each could control the others a bit. 

-The Assembly of citizens elected these officials annually. 
-The two chief magistrates were called consuls 

Consuls 



-had the military, judicial, administrative, and some of the religious powers of the old kings. 

-Could veto (from the Latin word veto, for “I forbid”) each other’s actions.
-Often, one served in Rome while the other was in command of the army. 
-Could not be removed while in office, but could be prosecuted for corruption after leaving 

the position. 

As Rome grew, the creation of other magistracies removed some of the administrative burden from the consuls. 

Beginning in 443 bc, two former consuls were chosen every five years as censors.

Censors 


-Primary job was to take the census. 
-Drew up population and property rolls for the state (Taxes) 
-Kept a list of senators and could delete names, and expel individuals from the Senate, 
for financial or moral reasons. 
-Responsible for awarding public contracts

-Held in such esteem that they were the only Roman magistrates to be buried in royal purple.

Praetors 

-Another group of magistrates. 
-Originally established in 367 bc as junior consuls. 
-Chief function was to preside over trials under civil law. 

-Responsible for the early development of Roman legal procedure. 
-Later they served as commanders of Rome’s many armies across the Mediterranean world. 

Dictators 

-Had full royal (King-like) power, free of any veto

-Could generally hold office for a maximum of six months. 
-A temporary magistrate appointed by the consuls when foreign invaders threatened Rome, 

and they wanted all power vested in one general. 

-The title initially held none of its modern negative associations. 
-Especially popular in the early republic 

-Was used infrequently when Rome no longer had enemies in Italy who threatened the state.

Tribune 


-Official title of several kinds of ancient Roman public officials

-The most important Tribunes were military and people's tribunes. 

-Military tribunes were elected annually by the people in the comitia tributa, or assembly of tribes. 
-The number was gradually increased to 24, and more could be nominated by the consuls. 
-The people's tribunes enjoyed three important privileges: 
1. The right to defend a member of the plebs on any charge 
2. The right to veto any measure proposed by the Roman Senate 
3. Personal immunity during their terms of office. 
-The number of people’s tribunes was originally two, but by 450 bc it had been increased to ten.
-In the sequence of public offices, being elected Tribune was a means of advancement to higher posts.
Individuals who reached these high offices (Listed above) had extensive political and military experience because:

 
Romans could only embark on a political career after ten years in the Roman army
In early times this military service might entail just a few months each year. 

They could then progress through a series of elected offices including:

 Quaestors
 -Served as financial supervisors

Aediles

 -Responsible for the upkeep of public buildings and the presentation of state festivals and games. 

Destruction of the Roman Republic 
Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus 
133 bc.

-Electred tribune. 
-The social conflict that eventually destroyed the Roman Republic first erupted with 

his election. 
-Came from a distinguished family background: 

 -Father served twice as consul

 -Mother, Cornelia, daughter of famed general Scipio Africanus the Elder. 

-Proposed a land law to limit private ownership of public property to 300 acres 
-And to distribute the excess in 20-acre parcels to the landless. 

According to him, the aim of this measure was to: 



1.  Reduce the unemployed population of Rome 



2. To make the poor eligible for military service



3. To reverse the dangerous trend toward enormous plantations worked by slaves. 

Problems:

1. Families who had long occupied public land believed they had ownership and would not relinquish it without a fight. 
2. Roman aristocrats attributed his actions to personal ambition. (Said he was lying) 

3. Gracchus claimed that he intended to protect the peasantry and save the Roman Republic.

**4.     Gracchus bypassed the Senate and brought his legislation directly to the Assembly. 
5.     Another tribune vetoed the proposal. Tiberius had him removed by the assembly

6. The Senate retaliated by refusing to provide funds for implementation of Gracchus’ land law. 

7.    Gracchus proposed that the government use the captured treasure of King Attalus of Pergamum, for that purpose. 

Gracchus’ actions were legal, but unprecedented in the history of the carefully balanced Roman constitution. 

His opponents in the Senate:
-Feared Tiberius could become a despot.




-Especially when he began walking through Rome accompanied by private bodyguards 

and ran for re-election (You usually only served once). 

-Senators led a riot and the mob killed Tiberius and some of his followers after 
For the first time in centuries, violence had entered Roman politics
Gaius Sempronius Gracchus   123 bc. 


-Tiberius’s younger brother, elected tribune
-Proposed a more radical program of social and political reform. 

-Brilliant orator, 
-Undermined senatorial domination, encouraged political aspirations of the equites             

-Proposed Rome extend citizenship to people of Latium & Italians in the surrounding areas. 
     Died as a result of street fighting, and his senatorial opponents executed more than 3,000 of his supporters without trial. 
The Gracchi were not conscious revolutionaries, but their actions and the senatorial reaction ushered in a series of social conflicts.
Neither brother made much improvement in the condition of the urban poor, and the Italians were further embittered when the proposals, such as the extension of Roman citizenship were defeated.
But the Gracchi’s policies: 
-Made the equites a political force for the first time

-Tribunes recovered the power to act for the plebs & block actions by the Senate & other magistrates. 

-And the popular assemblies again recognized their own power.

Populares 


-A new breed of politicians that arose after the deaths of the Gracchi. 
-Considered themselves advocates of the people (populus).
-Came from the same noble background as their opponents. 

-Drew their support from the urban poor or the landless rural population
Optimates 


-The supporters of continued senatorial dominance. 
-Since the nobility called themselves the optimi (best). 
       Although both groups were senators, they all held the same social position but promoted different agendas.  (Sound familiar?)
Big Deals:
1.     The moral and political weakness of the Senate was exposed 

2.     The nobility could only maintain its dominance through violence. 
3.     The progressive escalation of these conflicts ended with the destruction of the republic.
A generation after the Gracchi, the military entered political life, setting an even more dangerous precedent.

Marius, Gaius (circa 157-86 bc)

-Roman general and statesman. 






-Served in Spain under the Roman general Scipio Africanus the Younger. 

   

-Elected tribune of the people (the populares) in 119 bc.
-Married to Julia, the aunt of Julius Caesar, this improved his social status. 

-But, as leader of the popular party he retained his sympathy with the lower classes.

-Won the consulship in 107 bc to defeat Jugurtha. 

-Recruited a large army by enrolling and providing arms to landless volunteers. 
-After this, generals recruited and trained armies based on voluntary 

enlistments and property qualifications were dropped.
-Captured Jugurtha and brought the war to a successful conclusion in 106 bc. 

-Enemies gave credit for the victory to his chief aide Lucius Cornelius Sulla. 
-thereby laying the foundation of the later hatred between the two leaders.
-After Marius captured Jugurtha, the people repeatedly reelected him consul. 

-Expected him to defeat marauding Germanic peoples in southern Gaul. 

-After two years in Numidia he again became consul (104 bc) and advanced northward
 
to oppose the invading Germanic tribes of the Cimbri and the Teutons.

         




-Annihilated the Teutons at Aquae Sextiae (now Aix-en-Provence, France) in 102 bc  

-Defeated the Cimbri the following year near Vercellae (now Vercelli, Italy).




-Considered the savior of his country and in 100 bc was made consul for the sixth time!
.
The Social War - 91 bc  

Italian discontent over Rome’s failure to grant them citizenship or otherwise reward them for their military assistance finally erupted in 91 bc in a revolt known as:



The Social War 


The Italians 


-Who had helped conquer the Mediterranean, now fought against the Romans. 

-Etablished their own capital at Corfinium, issued coins showing Italian bull goring the Roman wolf. 

-Fought well, and Rome finally agreed to extend citizenship to all free inhabitants of Italy. 

-Within two generations, Italians reached the highest offices of the republic.

When Sulla, as consul, was entrusted with the conduct of the war against the powerful Asian king Mithridates VI in 88 bc, 
-Marius, who had developed a jealous hatred for his patrician rival, attempted to deprive him of his command. 

88-86 bc
  Civil war broke out 
-Between supporters of the two leaders with Marius leading the Populares 

-Marius was forced to flee Rome.
-Sulla proceeded to Asia Minor to take up his command. 





-Marius hurried back to Italy, where an uprising of his friends had taken place 
-Led by Lucius Cornelius Cinna, a bitter opponent of Sulla. 
-Marius and Cinna marched against Rome
-Rome was forced to capitulate. 
-Marius took his revenge on the aristocracy in a veritable orgy of indiscriminate murder. 
-Had himself and Cinna named to the consulship in 86 bc. 
-Now old, Marius died in Rome on Jan. 13, 86 bc after holding the office for only a few days.

Marius left a fatal legacy: 
-Professional armies with soldiers loyal to the generals who promised them land in return for their political support. 
-Politicians found a powerful new weapon: a personal army that was no longer loyal to the Senate and the Roman people. 

More Detail on Lucius Cornelius Sulla: 


-Impoverished Roman aristocrat
-Distinguished himself in the Social War
-Hoped to make his fortune through an overseas command. 
-While Rome fought against the Italians, 
-The cities of Asia rebelled and joined with King Mithridates VI Eupator of Pontus (in what is now Turkey) 
-Killed 80,000 Roman and Italian traders and tax collectors. 

-The Senate gave Sulla the potentially lucrative command of the forces that were being sent to defeat these cities. 

-However, Gaius Marius also wanted the post, and his supporters tried to remove Sulla

-For the next four years Sulla pursued his eastern war, capturing Athens and finally defeating Mithridates. 

-Mariu gained control of the government in Rome and declared Sulla an outlaw 

-After Sulla made peace with Mithridates, he brought his loyal army back to Italy to confront the government.
-Sulla marched on the Roman capital in 86 bc to reestablish his right to the position given him by the Senate. 



-Sulla drove Marius and his supporters from the city.

-Sulla needed to eliminate all opposition and to secure money and land for his 120,000 soldiers and his greedy followers. ----He issued proscription lists = put a bounty on the heads of thousands of Romans whose property could be confiscated. 

-In less than a decade of civil war 200,000 free Romans and Italians had met violent deaths. 
-The image of a Roman general turning his troops on the capital and murdering his political opponents haunted Rome ever after. 
-A frightened Senate appointed Sulla dictator, although his term was not limited to six months like constitutional dictators of the past. 

-Then Sulla, rather ironically, tried to protect the Senate against military leaders like himself. 
-He packed the Senate, which had been depleted by wars and executions, with his own supporters and proposed reforms 
to ensure senatorial authority in the future. 

-Consuls had to wait ten years before standing for reelection.

-Proconsuls could only hold office for a single year. 

-Sulla hoped to prevent officeholders from building up loyal troops and undermining the Senate.

(As both he and Gaius Marius had done). 

-In 80 bc Sulla relinquished the dictatorship and soon retired to the pleasures of private life. 
-None of his successors who attained such power would relinquish it so quietly. 

Crumbling Republic...
-Intense rivalries for power followed Sulla’s resignation.
-Marcus Tullius Cicero 
-Roman statesman 
-Had no senatorial ancestors, but his oratorical abilities were quickly recognized. 

-After rhetorical and philosophical studies in Greece, Cicero served as a lawyer 

-Catapulted into prominence with his brilliant prosecution of a corrupt governor of Sicily. 

-Widespread recognition of Cicero’s abilities brought him the consulship in 63 bc

-Suppressed an armed rebellion by Catiline, a supporter of Sulla & the guy who had lost to Cicero in the election. -Fought valiantly for 20 years to stabilize the government and preserve the republic. 
-Hoped to bring senators & equites together in an alliance of responsible citizens against dangerous fanatics. 

-Excelled as a scholar and a lawyer, but perhaps overvalued words, argument, and reason. 

-He could not persuade senators to put aside their personal interests in the greater interest of the Roman state.
-Despite his flaws, he fought a heroic battle to preserve what he believed to be Rome’s best interests.

In the end, however, Cicero was a political failure. 

The First Triumvirate 
Among the ambitious political hopefuls were two of Sulla’s junior officers:





1.   Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus, known as Pompey





2.  Marcus Licinius Crassus.

-These two men remained closely linked for the next three decades. 
-Conservative senators despised both of them. 
-Sulla called Pompey “the Great,” and the 25-year-old Pompey proudly added the title to his name. 
Pompey:

 

-Early cruelty had earned him renown as “teen-age slaughterer.” 
-Skillful military recruiter & commanded armies with self-confidence that annoyed & frightened the Senate. 

-He and Crassus were jointly elected consul in 70 bc. 




-Pompey embarked on an expedition to stop piracy & launch another war against King Mithridates VI in Asia. 

-Reorganized Roman provinces and independent kingdoms in the east.

-Conquered Jerusalem. 

-When he returned to Rome in triumph, he voluntarily disbanded his troops. 
-much to the relief of all who feared a repeat of Sulla’s massacres.

-The Senate then made the mistake of refusing to provide Pompey land for his soldiers. 
-Drove him into an alliance with Crassus. 

Crassus 
-Had profited enormously from Sulla’s proscriptions.

-Bought the property of those condemned at bargain prices. 
-Many such shady dealings made him the richest man in Rome. 

-Was unpopular with senators. 
-Found his natural constituency among the equites and became a spokesman. 

-The Senate had refused him an adjustment of the equites’ contracts for taxes in Asia, 
-since a famine had reduced the tax collections. 

-Pompey and Crassus found another ambitious politician with a grievance against the Senate, Julius Caesar. 

       
Gaius Julius Caesar 
-Was a sophisticated man.

-Was a poet and scholar as well as the only orator of the time who could rival Cicero. 

-One of the most extraordinary of all ancient Romans.





-Immense charm brought him the loyalty of men and wome.

-Could successfully project his personality to a political assembly or an army. 
-His sharp intellect was matched by a strong will that never wavered. 

-In an age characterized by indecisive politicians, Caesar acted.

-Caesar’s contemporaries shared his ambition, but  lacked his grasp of the existing political situation. 

-Had a deep understanding of himself, his friends, and his opponents.

-Made him both a great general and a remarkable man.

-Despite his aristocratic birth, Caesar always supported the populares. 
-Had a great rapport with the people and gained enormous popularity.

In 61 bc Marcus Porcius Cato (called Cato the Younger to distinguish him from his great-grandfather, statesman & writer, Cato the Elder) led the Senate in rebuffing the three most powerful Romans of the day: 
Crassus, Pompey, and Caesar. 

Cato’s attempts to curtail the influence of these men drove them to make a three-way political compact called:

 The First Triumvirate 

        1. Pompey’s future demanded that he reward his troops with land, & honor required the Senate ratify the treaties he’d made in the east. 

        2. Cato, had a knack for doing the principled thing at the wrong time and he infuriated the equites by rebuffing their man, Crassus.

 -thus destroying Cicero’s hope for a compact between equites and the Senate. 

        3. When Julius Caesar returned from his year as praetor in Spain and hoped to run for the consulship,

 a senatorial vote on his triumph was intentionally delayed to make him choose between holding a great victory procession 
 or proceeding with the election. 

Together, Crassus, Pompey, and Caesar took what the Senate refused them. 

-Once Caesar was elected consul by the Assembly, he proposed the legislation necessary to satisfy Crassus and Pompey. 
-When the Senate denied his efforts, he used Pompey’s veterans to intimidate voters and force these measures 
through the Assembly. 

-Once the three men had satisfied their immediate goals, however, rivalries led to disputes among them. 
-Caesar, deep in debt from his political campaigns, became governor of Gaul in 58 bc after his consulship ended. 
-He hoped to recoup his fortunes through conquest and booty. 

-Crassus was killed by the Parthians in a military disaster in Syria in 53 bc.

-The Senate then increasingly wooed Pompey as preferable to Caesar.

  The Rising Power of Julius Caesar 
Caesar 
-Did not have the strategic genius of Alexander the Great or Hannibal 

-Instead, his success lay in his ability to: 

1.  Appraise a situation realistically 

2.  To train his troops

3.  Make the necessary logistical preparations.
-Gained control over most of Gaul. 

-Used campaign in Gaul to strengthen the loyalty of his armies & provide a vast source of wealth. 
-Wrote the details of his military exploits in Gaul  in a history he called De Bello Gallico. 

-During a decade of fighting in Gaul, he built roads, captured a million prisoners & took vast amounts of the 

region’s wealth.

-Did not complete his conquest of Gaul without resistance.
 -Vercingetorix, chief of the powerful Arverni people, successfully launched a revolt against the Romans and inflicted heavy casualties.

-Caesar drew on his leadership abilities and military brilliance to rally his legions.

-Eventually drove the Gallic forces into the town of Alesia (near modern Dijon, France)
 


-Caesar acted quickly to exploit every opportunity, a characteristic of both his political and military life. 
-Surrounded them with massive earthwork walls.

-After a long seige, Vercingetorix was forced to surrender.
-In 52 bc. Caesar took Vercingetorix back to Rome where he was later executed.  
-Once Caesar returned to Rome and defeated his rivals to become sole ruler of Rome. 

-Enemies were waiting for him to leave his army in Gaul before launching prosecutions for corruption. 

-Caesar would not relinquish his armies until he was given immunity 

-But, in the Senate, Cato opposed any compromise. 

-Pompey was the only other possible military leader who could oppose Caesar.



-Cato and the Senate relied on Pompey for support and naively expected Italy to rise up against Caesar.
-Caesar felt that the optimates in the Senate intended to humiliate him & had to fight to preserve his honor.
-In Gaul he had developed a battle-hardened army and was well prepared for civil war.
***In January of 49 bc, Caesar marched his army across the Rubicon River, the boundary between his Gallic province and Italy. With the words “The die is cast,” he began a civil war. 

-Pompey withdrew his troops to Greece.

-Caesar pursued and soon defeated them. 

-Pompey fled to Egypt where he was murdered. 

-Cato went to Africa, where he lost another battle before committing suicide. 

-Cato was honored by sentimental supporters of the republic as “the last of the Romans.” 
-Caesar routed the rebellious king of Pontus in Asia Minor 

-A battle in which the historian Suetonius quoted Caesar as having made the famous statement: 

“I came; I saw; I conquered.” 
-Caesar then defeated Pompey’s remaining forces in Spain and Africa. 
Cleopatra VII

-Caesar followed Pompey to Egypt where he restored Queen Cleopatra VII to the Egyptian throne.

-Earlier deposed by her brother Ptolemy XIII.

-Caesar returned to Rome & in 44 bc, assumed the position of dictator for life that a frightened Senate had offered.

-Caesar brought Cleopatra to Rome along with him as his mistress. 
Caesar 

-Was one of the first leaders to see Rome as an empire rather than merely a city-state with overseas possessions. 
-Initiated a legislative whirlwind.

-He attempted to control debt, regulate traffic in Rome, and impose import tariffs to help Italian industry. 

-Ambitious building program, included the Forum of Julius to accommodate public business 

-Took measures to prevent the flooding of the Tiber River. 

-Julian calendar remains the calendar in use today. 
(with a minor modification by Pope Gregory XIII in the 16th century AD)
-Established many colonies and was generous in his extension of citizenship to cities in Gaul and Spain. 

The End of the Roman Republic 

-On March 15, 44 bc, Caesar attended a meeting of the Senate. 
-Group of senators, including his one-time protégé Marcus Junius Brutus, fatally stabbed Caesar 23 times. 

-Brutus and his friends were honorable and patriotic, but they were also foolish and Rome paid dearly for their folly. 

The assassins expected that Caesar’s murder would take Roman government out of the hands of the generals and restore senatorial domination. They were wrong.. 

-For decades the army had been the true source of Roman political power.

-Caesar’s troops were not appeased by the Senate’s proclamation that Caesar’s death had restored their freedom. 

-They sought to guarantee the rewards Caesar had given them and to exact revenge for their fallen leader.

More than a decade of murder and civil war followed Caesar’s assassination. 
Mark Antony

 -Caesar’s deputy. 
 -Quickly seized command of the troops and control of the war chest to pay them. 

 -Forced Brutus, Cassius, and the other assassins to flee to Greece. 
But another, unexpected heir to Caesar’s wealth and name emerged. 
In his will Caesar had posthumously adopted his 18-year-old grandnephew, Gaius Octavius, who was then a student in Greece. 

Augustus, Once Octavian 

-Claimed to restore the Roman Republic, but in reality established an imperial monarchy. 
-The Roman people awarded him the name Augustus, which meant “holy.”  
-He began to establish what has become known as the Roman Empire. 

 


-Though youthful and inexperienced, he immediately showed the courage and intelligence that would later 
bring him mastery of the Roman world as the emperor Augustus. 
-He knew that as soon as he drove Antony’s forces from Italy, that the senators would discard him.  
-So, in 43 bc, he joined forces with Antony and another of Caesar’s former aides, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus.

Formed the Second Triumvirate and marched on Rome.

The Second Triumvirate 

-Issued death-lists for their opponents.

-Even the great orator Cicero was struck down while fleeing to a waiting ship.

-Defeated Brutus and Cassius at the Battle of Philippi in northern Greece
-Then embarked on a program to attend to neglected provinces and resettle veterans. 

-Antony took on the administrative reorganization of the wealthy eastern provinces. 
-There, like earlier Roman governors, he gained personal wealth and the loyalty of both his troops and Rome’s dependent kings. 

-Octavian’s task was far less desirable. He had to confiscate land in Italy to give to his armies for resettlement, a process that caused resentment and even rebellion among the local residents. By shrewd maneuvering, however, Octavian won the ploy. 

     

-Like the first Triumvirate, Jealousy and ambition led to mutual suspicion among the three men. 

Antony

-Married Octavian’s sister as one attempt at reconciliation.

-Also conducted a love affair with Cleopatra and publicly acknowledged his children by her. 

-Octavian played on Roman prejudice against eastern peoples to attack Antony and provoke civil war. 

-In 31 bc he defeated Antony and Cleopatra in a sea battle near Actium, in Greece. 
-The lovers fled to Alexandria where, powerless to stop the advance of Octavian’s armies into Egypt, they committed suicide. 

-Became the unchallenged master of Rome and the entire Mediterranean. 

-Victory over Antony could no more resolve the conflicts consuming the Roman Republic than had Caesar’s victory over Pompey. 

-Was only 33 years old at the time, and he was fortunate to have another 44 years of rule to address Rome’s problems. 
-Faced the monumental tasks of: 
1. Demobilizing huge armies and safeguarding their future loyalty 
2. Ensuring the safety of Rome’s long-neglected European frontiers 

3. Reducing class hostility and civil unrest in the capital. 
4. Had to make the Italians an integral part of Roman social, cultural, and political life 
5. Establish an administrative apparatus to govern the empire. 
6. Devise a form of monarchy avoiding any resemblance to ancient Etruscan tyranny or to eastern kingship.

His first step was to repair the bitter wounds of civil war. 

-On January 13 of 27 bc, Octavian, in his own words, 
“transferred the Republic from my own power to the authority of the Senate and the Roman people.”
-This statement was a carefully scripted piece of political theater. 
-The Senate awarded Octavian the name of Augustus and mobs demanded that he retain power. 

Pretending to restore the republic, Augustus claimed he held “no more power than the others who were my colleagues in each magistracy.” 
In fact, he was establishing an imperial monarchy, the Roman Empire, which endured for five centuries.

