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History Unit 101
In the beginning, God created, and He has never stopped and, today, you and I are a part of this story as well...

The history of the world is a story, a family story—your family story.  It is a story about love, jealousy, loyalty, betrayal, sacrifice and, yes, even murder.  Since the beginning, humans have felt scared and alone and ours is primarily a story about how various insecure people have attempted control other people and all the conflicts created therein.

Throughout our family history most of our ancestors have been interested in making their lives better, but a few (a very few) have actually tried to make the world a better place and help God’s people live better, more meaningful lives and blessed us all in the process.

Our family story begins with the creation of the universe outlined in Genesis chapter 1, and the creation of Adam and Eve and their fears and failures and their ultimate banishment from the Garden.  The story then shifts to Adam and Eve’s first three sons:  Able, Cain and Seth.  Like their parents, these boys too had insecurity issues which eventually led to Cain’s murder of Able and Cain’s banishment from the rest of humanity.  And so it was that their third son, Seth, ended up becoming the first of their sons to marry and have children and is actually our great, great etc. etc. ancestor/grandpa.
So basically, from the moment they were created, our ancestors began drifting away from their Father.  Adam and Eve were banished, Cain was banished, and eventually (~900 years later) shortly after the death of Adam, every living human would be banished—except for one couple, their three sons and their wives.  Yup, you guessed it, Noah.

After the flood, Noah’s sons and their wives spread out and started families in various areas of Asia and the Middle East.
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Ham 

In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, Ham is the second of the three sons of Noah who repopulated the earth after the deluge, or flood. According to the genealogy presented in Genesis, Ham fathered four sons, the progenitors of the southern peoples of the earth. Cush became the ancestor of the Ethiopians; Mizraim of the Egyptians; Canaan of the Canaanites, the pre-Israelite inhabitants of Palestine; and Phut of an African people inhabiting Libya (see Genesis 10:1, 6-20). Egypt is referred to several times in the Psalms as the “land of Ham” (see Psalms 105:23, 27; 106:22), evidently because of the genealogy in Genesis. The name of the Egyptian deity Amon may well have been derived from the same source. Philologists and ethnologists recognize a distinct North African family of peoples and tongues that they term Hamito-Semitic.

Shem 

In the Old Testament, the eldest son of Noah, brother of Ham and Japheth, and uncle of Canaan. Counted among his descendants are the Hebrews, the Arabs, and the Aramaeans. The designation Semite is derived from his name.

Japheth

In the Old Testament, the third son of Noah, and traditionally a founder, together with his brothers Ham and Shem, of humanity. Japheth married before the onset of Noah’s Flood, from which he and his wife were saved in his father's ark (see Genesis 7:13). After the Flood, he had seven sons. According to Biblical tradition, Japheth's sons and grandsons are the progenitors of a number of important ancient peoples, among them the nations descended from Javan (Ionians), Madai (Medes), Kittim (presumably inhabitants of Cyprus), Tarshish, Meschech, and Tubal (see Genesis 10:2-4). 

Japheth has been compared to Iapetus, in Greek mythology one of the Titans, whose sons Prometheus and Epimetheus were given the task of creating humanity and providing it with the tools it would need to survive.

The descendants of these three brothers continued spreading out, looking for easier and less crowded places to live.  By far the easiest place for these people to live was along the rivers.  Good soil, plentiful fish and wildlife as well as a steady supply of fresh water, helped the people thrive and their population to grow.

Eventually the area along the rivers became more crowded and people began fighting for the best locations.  Raiders swept through the area killing people, capturing women and taking what they wanted.  The squabbling settlers were forced to band together to protect themselves against the raiders.  But to protect themselves from each other, they had to devise some way to establish ownership and keep records, or as soon as they were done fighting the raiders, one of their neighbors could simply take their home and lands.  There had never been a civilization and these people had to invent it as they went.  Some ideas worked and some ideas didn’t.  We are now going to follow this developing story from its beginnings along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, to a few small towns in northern California along the Bear and Feather Rivers.  
        
          History Unit 103
Sumer 

1. The birthplace of the first known civilization in the world.
2. Formed around the Tigris and Euphrates rivers flow in relatively parallel courses toward the Persian Gulf. 

3. Known first as... 

Sumer

 then as... 

Sumer and Akkad 
and still later as... 
Babylonia   

4. The need for self‑defense led the ancient Mesopotamians to organize and build canals and walled settlements. 
5. During the 5th millennium bc a people known as the Ubaidians established settlements in the region 
known later as Sumer.
   =these settlements gradually developed into the chief Sumerian cities, namely Adab, Eridu, Isin, Kish, Kullab, Lagash, Larsa, Nippur, and Ur. 

6. The oldest settlement

 = believed to be Eridu, 

-but the best example is Erech (Uruk) in the south, where mud‑brick temples were decorated with fine metalwork and stonework, and growing administrative needs stimulated the invention of a form of writing, cuneiform.
7. After 6000 bc 

= settlements grew,

= became cities by the 4th millennium bc.  (4000 -3001 bc)

8. Several centuries later, 

=as the Ubaidian settlers prospered, Semites from Syrian and Arabian deserts began to infiltrate, both as peaceful immigrants and as raiders in quest of booty. 

9. After about 3250 bc,   
=another people migrated from its homeland, probably located northeast of Mesopotamia, and began to intermarry with the native population. 

                      =The newcomers, who became known as Sumerians, 

          =spoke an agglutinative language unrelated apparently to any other known language.

10. In the centuries that followed the immigration of the Sumerians 

=the country grew rich and powerful. 

=Art and architecture, crafts, and religious and ethical thought flourished. 

11. The Sumerian language 

=became the prevailing speech of the land 

=the people developed the cuneiform script, a system of writing on clay. 

=the basic means of written communication throughout the Middle East 

-for about 2000 years. 
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1. Sumeria
~3250 bc


2. Etana



~2800 bc

First recorded King of Sumeria

3. 1st Dynasty of Ur

Mesanepada

      -2670 bc

=Founded first dynasty of Ur 

-Made Ur the Capitol of Sumeria

-Ended the Etana Dynasty 

4. About 2330 bc 

=the region was conquered by the Akkadians 

=a Semitic people from central Mesopotamia. 

-Their king 

=Sargon I, called the Great (reigned about 2335‑2279 bc)

 -founded the dynasty of Akkad

      -only lasted about 100 years

= the Akkadian language began replacing Sumerian

-Basket of reeds on river

5. During the reign of Sargon’s grandson, Naram‑Sin 

= Gutians took over 

= belligerent people from the Zargros mtns

-subjugated and laid waste to all of Sumeria

 



-ended Akkadian rule about 2218 bc

6. After several generations, the Sumerians threw off the Gutian yoke.

=Gudea (ruled 2144?‑2124 BC) 

=fourth ruler of the Sumerian dynasty of Lagash 

=a powerful city‑state in southern Iraq, near the Persian Gulf.

-Art and literature in Sumer reached new heights under his rule.

7. Utuhegal, king of Erech (reigned about 2120‑2112 bc) 

=The Sumerians achieved complete independence from the Gutians

= a decisive victory later celebrated in Sumerian literature.

8. Ur‑Nammu (r. 2112‑2095 bc) 

=One of Utuhegal’s generals 

-founded the 3rd Dynasty of Ur. 

-In addition to being a successful military leader, he was also a social reformer. 
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1. Shulgi (r. 2095‑2047 bc)

= Ur‑Nammu’s son

= a successful soldier, a skillful diplomat, and a patron of literature. 

-During his reign the schools and academies of the kingdom flourished. 

2. ***During this period a law code, predating that of the Babylonian king, Hammurabi, by about 300 years was drafted. 

=The code is attributed variously to Shulgi or Ur‑Nammu.

3. After a century or two 

-hordes of Semitic nomads

=the Amurru, or biblical Amorites

 -migrated from the Arabian desert lands to the west

= made themselves masters of some of the more important cities

= Isin, Larsa, Babylon, and Eshnunna (now Tell Asmar). 
4. About 2004 bc 

-the last ruler of the 3rd Dynasty of Ur

Ibbi‑Sin (r. 2029‑2004 bc).

= carried off into captivity by the Elamites. 

5. The kingdom of Sumer and Akkad disintegrated

=civil strife became rampant. 

6. Isin attempted to control Sumer and Akkad

 -but its authority was challenged by Larsa, considerably to the south

 -the two cities were constantly at war. 

7. About 1790 bc

 -King Rim‑Sin of Larsa(reigned about 1823‑1763 bc) 

=conquered and occupied Isin

      -this event was considered so important 

=actually marked the beginning of a new, though limited, dating era in the scribal annals.

Probably the last Sumerian Ruler

 

Deposed by Hammurabi  ~1763 bc                    
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1. Dark = 1800-1600bc  
2. Gray = 1244-1208bc   
3. Light  = 699-627bc
4. Beginning about 2300 bc 

     =Assyria

        = part of the empire of Sumer and Akkad. 

5. Following the collapse of that empire

        = about 2000 bc 

 -the Amorites

    - a nomadic Semitic people from the Arabian Desert, 

    -infiltrated and conquered much of           Mesopotamia, including Assyria.




6. 1st Assyrian Empire ~1810 bc
 

=Northern Iraq


=Shamshi‑Adad I  -1813‑1780 

     

-Extended empire from the Zagros Mountains to the Mediterranean Sea

         


-may have been the first ruler to establish a centrally organized empire in the ancient Middle       East  

 This first Assyrian Empire did not last long
-Shamshi‑Adad’s son

= Ishme‑Dagan I, (reigned circa 1780‑1760 bc)

-defeated about 1760 bc by the Babylonian king Hammurabi

=Assyria became part of the Babylonian Empire

7. Hammurabi

= 1st Babylonian ruler (Southern Iraq) 


         

-1792-1750 bc   (an Ammorite)

  

= Arabian people

= ancestors to the Canaanites

                               



(Think Joshua)

8.  Babylonian (Bablii) Gate of God (Kind of makes sense, don’t you think?)

= also part of what is known as the Fertile Crescent  = irrigated farmlands.

9. ***Note:


Scholars follow at least three chronological systems for the ancient Middle East:

= high, middle, or low, 

-depending upon whether the date assigned to the first year of the reign of Hammurabi of Babylon is 1848, 1792, or 1728 bc. 

10. The dates in this article, and in that on Sumer follow the so‑called middle chronology and date the first year 
of Hammurabi's reign to 1792 bc.
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1. Kassites 
= a non‑Semitic people

 -invaded Babylonia in the 15th century bc 

= weaken and disorganized Babylonia


 2. Hurrians
= Another non‑Semitic mountain people

- infiltrated practically all northern Mesopotamia 

= even reached Palestine to the west. 

3. Then, an unknown Indo‑European people 

=came close behind the Hurrians

 -As a result of these migrations and wanderings

= the 16th century bc  was one of turmoil in Mesopotamian history.

4. Hittites 

= 1595 bc 

-take advantage of disorganization caused by the Kassites and further weaken Babylonian empire

5. Kassite Empire


=1570 bc



      Agum


=became ruler of Babylonia
-extended it from the Euphrates river to the Zargros mountains in (modern day) md. Iran.

-Became one of “Big 4" Empires at that time:

Egypt
(Southwest)

Mitanni (Northwest) Modern Syria, Lebanon & Israel

Hittite (North) Modern Turkey

6. About 1500 bc 

=Assyria became a dependency of the Mitanni 

= a kingdom of imperial proportions that had extended its sway over all northern Mesopotamia.

7. Assyria 

= remained in subjection until early in the 14th century `1390

= when the Mitanni Kingdom suffered a serious defeat

- at the hands of the rising empire of the Hittites to the north. 

8. Taking advantage of the ensuing confusion:

~1364 bc 


-Assyrians (Ashur and Nineveh) 

Ashur‑uballit I  

= Threw off Mitanni rule 
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1.  1st Assyrian king of the 2nd Assyrian
= Ashur‑uballit I (reigned 1364‑1328 bc)

      - freed Assyria from the Mitanni yoke 

         -even annexed some Mittanni territory!

-start harassing Kassite Babylonia 

2. Ashur‑uballit I 
= was succeeded by a series of vigorous rulers:

- Adad‑nirari I (reigned 1306‑1274 bc) 

-Shalmaneser I (reigned 1274‑1244 bc)

-Tukulti‑Ninurta I (reigned 1244‑1207 bc) 

=They were successful in extending the Assyrian boundaries and in keeping at bay their powerful neighbors:

=  Urartians 

    Hittites 

    Babylonians 

    Lullubi

= weakened Babylonia to the point  where it fell prey to the Elamites (md. Iran)

***Note–Media (the Medes) were from NE Iran.

And the Elamites were from Southern Iran/Persia (but it wasn’t Persia yet!)

3. ~1160 bc


= First Elamite Empire (Southeastern Iran) King Shutruk‑Nahhunte I
Elam experienced a political revival

 


= conquered Babylonia 

-deposed the Kassite dynasty 

- Shutruk‑Nahhunte I,  placed his son on the throne. 

=King Shilhak‑Inshushinak (~1140 bc), 

4. King Shilhak‑Inshushinak (~1140 bc)


=created the first Elamite empire.

= Elam’s borders were greatly extended, 

-Elamite language was revived,

-architectural and sculptural renaissance took place.

5.  ~1125 bc


Elam was conquered by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar I  
6.  ~1075 bc


~200 years of political chaos and Aramean nomads
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1.  ~875



Chaldeans (Southern Mesopotamia) start straining against Assyrian rule

2.  626 bc



Assyria was in turmoil and menaced by the Medes, the Scythians, and the Cimmerians 

=a Chaldean named Nabopolassar proclaimed himself king of Babylonia. 

-625 bc, Nabopolassar allied himself with the Medes 

=together they destroyed the Assyrian might.

3. With Assyria no longer to be feared, Egypt began to menace Palestine (md. Israel) and Syria. 

4. 605 bc

Nabopolassar's son, Nebuchadnezzar II 
marched against the Egyptians and defeated them at Carchemish.

Destroyed Jerusalem and carried many off to 70-year captivity in Babylon.

=Daniel, Mishack, Rackshak, Abednego  

5. Nebuchadnezzar II, 

=reigned for 43 years

=extended Babylonian control over practically all of Mesopotamia. 

-Nebuchadnezzar died in early October 562 bc and was succeeded by his son Amel‑Marduk (the biblical Evil‑Merodach).

6. 539 bc 
Cyrus the Great
= Persian king

 



=defeated Media 

= Then the Babylonians

=Belashazzar


=Handwriting on the wall

7. Babylonia 

=annexed to Persia  

-lost its independence for all time.

8. Jews set free.
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1. Persia

2. Cambyses I
3. Cambyses I (flourished 6th century bc), Persian king of the Achaemenid dynasty who ruled (circa 600‑559 bc) over Anshan (now Baghdad Province, Iraq) as a vassal of the Medes, then the ‘top dogs’ in Persia.

4.  Cambyses I was the son of Cyrus I (flourished 7th century bc), whom he succeeded, and the father of Cyrus 
the Great, who founded the Persian Empire. 

5. According to the Greek historian Herodotus, Cambyses I married the daughter of Astyages, king of the Medes (reigned about 584‑550 bc).
6. Cyrus the Great
7. Cyrus the Great ( 600?‑530 bc), king of Persia (550‑530 bc). He was the son of Cambyses I, a descendant of Achaemenes (Hakhamanish) (flourished 7th century bc), and a member of the Achaemenid dynasty. 

8.When Cyrus became ruler of the Persian district of Anshan (in about 558 bc), the district was subject to the Medes; five years later he led a rebellion against the Medes that resulted in the capture of King Astyages (reigned about 584 to about 550 bc) and the overthrow (550 bc) of the Median Empire. 

9. Thereafter Cyrus called himself king of Persia and ruled a territory extending from the Halys River in Asia Minor, eastern border of Lydia, to the Babylonian Empire on the south and east. 

10. Babylon, Egypt, Lydia, and the city‑state of Sparta in Greece combined to curb the power of Cyrus, but in about 546 bc the Persians added Lydia to their realm, and in 539 bc the kingdom of Babylon fell to Cyrus.

11. The Persian Empire was the most powerful state in the world until its conquest two centuries later by Alexander the Great. 

12. Cyrus was an able and merciful ruler. Significant among his deeds was his granting of permission to the Jews to return from their exile in Babylon to their native Israel to rebuild the Temple of Solomon. 

13. Cyrus died while leading an expedition against the eastern tribe, the Massagetae, and was succeeded by his son, who became Cambyses II.

14. Cyrus the Great that permitted the exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem after 538 bc 

(Ezra chap. 1) lists those who returned to Jerusalem 

(chap. 2); and describes the rebuilding of the Temple, which is reported in detail elsewhere only in the books of Haggai and Zechariah. 

The second part of the book tells of Ezra's return from Babylonia in 458 bc at the head of another 
group of exiles (chap.7) 
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1. Cambyses II
2. Cambyses II (reigned 530‑522 bc), king of Persia, son of Cyrus the Great, whom he succeeded. 

3. In order to maintain control over the Persian Empire, Cambyses had his younger brother, Smerdis (about 523 bc), murdered. 

4. He then led an expedition to conquer Egypt, the sole independent kingdom in the Middle East after the conquest of Asia by his father. Cambyses defeated Psamtik III, king of Egypt, and succeeded in conquering Egypt as far south as Nubia, but he failed in later attacks on the Egyptian oasis of Ammonium (now Siwa) and in campaigns in Ethiopia. 

5. During his absence in Egypt, a usurper, Gaumata, claimed to be Smerdis and seized the throne of Persia. The death of Smerdis had been kept secret; so Gaumata's claim was believed, and he was acknowledged king throughout Persia for about seven months. 
6. Cambyses was on his way to Persia to punish Gaumata when he either died by accident or committed suicide. According to Herodotus, Cambyses II was a dissolute and inhuman despot, prone to drunken or insane rages in which he committed sacrilegious and cruel acts.

Darius I
7. Darius I, called The Great (558?‑486 bc), king of Persia (522‑486 bc)

8. In 522 bc, on the death of King Cambyses II, a group of Magian priests tried to give the throne to one of their number, the usurper Gaumata; he pretended to be Smerdis (died about 523 bc), the murdered brother of Cambyses II. In 522, Darius defeated Gaumata and was chosen king of Persia.

9. He reorganized the vast empire into 20 satrapies, built highways, organized a postal system, reformed the currency, encouraged commerce, and won the goodwill of large portions of the heterogeneous population. 

10. Because he respected their religions, he was honored by the Jews, whom he permitted to complete the rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem in 516; by the Egyptians, whose high priest he consulted; and by the Greeks of Asia Minor, whose oracles supported him during the revolt of the Greek cities.

11. Darius conquered new territories along the Indus River in the east and in the Caucasus Mountains in the northeast, but his expedition in 516 against the tribes of the Danube River failed (Think Barbarians–Goths?  Huns?). 

12. In 499 a revolt broke out among the Ionian Greek cities of Asia Minor, partly encouraged by some of the Greek cities on the mainland. The revolt was suppressed by 494, and Darius prepared to punish the mainland Greeks for their intervention. 

13. In 492 an army under Mardonius, the son‑in‑law of Darius, crossed the Bosporus into Thrace but was unable to reach Greece because the supply ships were wrecked off Mount Athos. Two years later, a strong Persian force under the joint command of Artaphernes, a nephew of Darius,  invaded Greece from the north but was defeated at Marathon. 
14. A third expedition was being prepared when Darius died. He left a detailed account of his reign, inscribed in three languages on a towering rock. This Behistun Inscription, the first English transcription of which was complete in 1849, confirms many details of the life of Darius.
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1. Xerxes I
2. Xerxes I (Persian Khshayarsha) (circa 519‑465 bc), king of Persia (486‑465 bc), the son of Darius I and 

Atossa (flourished 6th century bc), daughter of Cyrus the Great.

3. Ascending the throne upon the death of his father, he subdued a rebellion in Egypt, and then spent three years preparing a great fleet and army to punish the Greeks for aiding the Ionian cities in 498 bc and for their victory over the Persians at Marathon in 490 bc. 

4. The Greek historian Herodotus gives as the combined strength of Xerxes’ land and naval forces the incredible total of 2,641,610 warriors, but it was probably between 200,000 and 300,000. Xerxes is said to have crossed the Hellespont by a bridge of boats more than a kilometer in length and to have cut a canal through the isthmus of Mount Athos. 

5.During the spring of 480 bc he marched with his forces through Thrace, Thessaly (Thessalia), and Locris. At Thermopylae 300 Spartans, under their king, Leonidas I, and 1100 other Greeks made a courageous but futile stand, delaying the Persians for ten days. 

6. Xerxes then advanced into Attica and burned Athens, which had been abandoned by the Greeks. At the Battle of Salamís later in 480 bc, however, his fleet was defeated by a contingent of Greek warships commanded by the Athenian Themistocles. 

7. Xerxes thereupon retired to Asia Minor, leaving his army in Greece under the command of his brother‑in‑law, Mardonius, who was slain at Plataea the following year. 
8. Xerxes was murdered at Persepolis by Artabanus, captain of the palace guard; he was succeeded by his son Artaxerxes I (reigned 465‑425 bc). 

9. Xerxes is generally identified as the Ahasuerus of the Book of Esther.

10. Artaxerxes I
11. During the reign of Artaxerxes I, the second son of Xerxes, the Egyptians revolted, aided by the Greeks; although the revolt was finally suppressed in 446 bc, 

12. Signaled the first major assault against, and the beginning of the decline of, the Persian Empire.

13. Nehemiah, book of the Old Testament. It is attributed to Nehemiah, a 5th‑century bc Jewish leader. He held a position of honor in the court of the Persian king Artaxerxes I (reigned 465‑425 bc) and in 444 bc was appointed by the king to the governorship of Judea, with authorization to rebuild Jerusalem. The rebuilding of Jerusalem and the reforms made during his administration are recounted in the book that bears his name.
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1. Darius II
2. Darius II, original name Ochus (died 404bc), king of Persia (423‑404 bc). 

3. Illegitimate son of Artaxerxes I, hence his Greek name, Nothos, meaning “bastard.” 

4. Ochus's half brother, Xerxes II, was king for a few weeks; another half brother, Sogdianus, murdered Xerxes II and was king for a few months 

5. Then Ochus murdered Sogdianus and ascended the throne, assuming the name of Darius. 

6. In the early years of his reign the power of Athens prevented him from interfering in the affairs of Greece. But after Athens was defeated by Syracuse in 413 bc. 

7. Darius II intervened and supported Sparta for the remaining years of the Peloponnesian War (which the Spartans won)

8. In 410 bc  he died. 

9. The 20 years of Darius's reign were notable primarily for ruthless suppression of a series of revolts within his empire.

10. Artaxerxes II and Cyrus the younger

11. Sons of Darius II, king of Persia 

12. Artaxerxes II (reigned 404‑358?bc).

13. When Darius died and Artaxerxes II succeeded (404 bc) to the throne, Cyrus planned a revolt, but Cyrus was pardoned through the influence of his mother, Parysatis

14. Cyrus collected a force of about 100,000 Persian subjects and 13,000 Greeks, mainly Spartans whom Cyrus had helped win the Peloponnesian War. 

15.  Under the pretext of leading an expedition against bandits in Pisidia, he set forth from Sardis toward Babylon, then under Persian rule. 

16. In 401 bc the armies of Artaxerxes met those of Cyrus in battle at Cunaxa, near the Euphrates River, and Cyrus was killed while fighting. 

17. An important repercussion of this battle was the strategic retreat of the Greeks through the heart of Persian territory to the Black Sea, exposing the military weakness of the Persians to the Greek world.

18. Arses
Reigned for only two years (358-356) 

19. Darius III
20. Darius III, called Codomannus, king of Persia (336‑330 bc), great grandson of Darius II. 

21.  Placed on the throne by the eunuch Bagoas, following Bagoas’ assassination of Artaxerxes III, who had reigned for 20 years, before his death in about 336 bc. 

21. Darius, in turn, killed Bagoas. 

23. In the course of his 6‑year reign Darius III led the Persian army against the forces of Alexander the Great of Macedonia but was defeated at the battles of Issus in 333 bc and Gaugamela in 331 bc. 

24. He was killed by one of his own satraps while fleeing from Gaugamela.
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Ancient Greece, 

1. A civilization that thrived around the Mediterranean Sea from the 3rd millennium to the 1st century bc, 

known for advances in philosophy, architecture, drama, government, and science.

~ 2900 years
2. Greek Cultural Influences 

Ancient Greek ideas about art, architecture, drama, philosophy, and government greatly 

influenced Western civilization. 

3. The most famous period of ancient Greek civilization is called the Classical Age, which lasted from about 
480 to 323 bc.  (The death of Alexander) 
4. Greek communities treasured the freedom to govern themselves, although they argued about the best way 
to do that and often warred against each other, but unlike most other peoples of the time, Greeks of the Classical Age usually were not ruled by kings. 

5. Long after ancient Greece lost its political and military power, its cultural accomplishments deeply 
influenced thinkers, writers, and artists, especially those in ancient Rome, medieval Arabia, and Renaissance Europe. 

Western civilization. 

6. Greeks invented the idea of the West as a distinct region; it was where they lived, west of the powerful civilizations of Egypt, Babylonia, and Phoenicia. 

7. The Greek teacher and philosopher Socrates affected Western speculative thought and philosophy with his 

emphasis on dialogue and rational argument and Greek scientists developed methods of reasoning to demonstrate mathematic principles.

Persia

8. Peloponnesian wars

9. The city‑states of ancient Greece fell to Roman conquerors in 146 bc. 

10. When Rome split in the 4th century ad, Greece became part of its eastern half, the Byzantine Empire. 

11. The Byzantine Empire fell to the Ottomans in 1453. 

Ancient Greece is known as the cradle of Western civilization. 

History Unit 115
ANCIENT GREECE 
THE LANDS AND SETTLEMENT
1. The heartland of ancient Greece consisted of the mountainous Balkan Peninsula and southern Italian 
Peninsula, as well as dozens of rugged islands in the northern Mediterranean region, including parts of Sicily.
2. Mountains acted like walls separating communities. 

3. The Pindus Mountains
Run down the middle of the Balkan Peninsula, were the dominant range, with an average elevation of 2,650 m (8,700 ft). The mountains were once heavily wooded, but early Greeks steadily deforested the slopes for fuel, housing, and ships. 
4. Most fields level enough for farming and raising animals were small, supporting communities of only a few hundred inhabitants. 
5. Some locations, such as Sicily and Thessaly, had broader plains that supported larger communities. 
6. A few cities, such as Athens, Corinth, and Syracuse, grew to have 100,000 or more inhabitants because 
they had more farmland, deposits of valuable natural resources, and excellent ports. 
7. Both the Italian and Balkan peninsulas have jagged coastlines. 

8. The Mediterranean Sea,

Connected Greeks with each other and with the rest of the world, and it encompasses the 
Aegean Sea, (an arm that extends between the Balkan Peninsula and Asia Minor), and the Ionian Sea, which lies between the Balkan and Italian peninsulas. 
9. In the world of the ancient Greeks, ships could go much faster and carry much more cargo than wagons 
bumping over rough terrain. 
10. Access to the sea was so important that most Greek communities were within 60 km (40 mi) of the coast. 
11. Cities that controlled good harbors grew prosperous from the trade that flowed to them and from the fees 
they could charge shipowners and merchants. 

12. Eventually, ancient Greeks inhabited about 700 communities clustered around the Mediterranean Sea. 
13. The settlements reached from the Iberian Peninsula (now occupied mostly by Spain) in the west to the 
Mediterranean coast of the Middle East in the east, extending southward to the northern coast of Africa.
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EARLY HISTORY 

1. By 7000 bc, increasing numbers of people were migrating from Asia Minor to start new farming communities in the Greek heartland, eventually establishing large settlements on the Balkan Peninsula, the Aegean Islands, and the large island of Crete. 

2. The period from about 3000 to 1200 bc is known as the Greek Bronze Age because bronze, a mixture of copper and tin, was the most commonly used metal.

The Minoan Period (2200?‑1400? bc) 

3. The ancient city of Knossos was a center of the Minoan civilization, an advanced society on Crete 
named after Minos, a legendary Cretan king. 
4. Settlers had begun sailing from Asia Minor to Crete about 6000 bc because the island offered large plains for farming and sheltered ports for fishing and sea trade. 

5. By 2200 bc, settlers had created a “palace society,” named for its several huge buildings that served as royal residences and administrative centers. Each palace was surrounded by many houses for ordinary people, but there were no defensive walls; smaller towns existed in the countryside. 

6. This culture is named Minoan for King Minos, a legendary ruler in Greek mythology who kept a half‑bull, half‑human monster, the Minotaur, in a labyrinth in his palace at Knossos (Knosós). 

7. Formerly, scholars thought the Minoans were not related to the Greeks, but the most recent linguistic research on Cretan language indicates they were. 

8. The Minoans were the first great culture of Aegean civilization. 
9. They mastered metallurgy and other technologies, and innovative agriculture and international trade brought Minoans prosperity rivaling that of their eastern neighbors, such as the Hittite Kingdom in Asia Minor. 

10. Farmers made their labor efficient by simultaneously growing olives, grapes, and grain, which each 
required intense work at different seasons. 
11. This combination of crops provided a healthy diet, which helped the population grow, and enabled 
the Minoans to produce olive oil and wine for trade. 
12. The rulers controlled the economy through a redistributive system, 

so called because farmers and craft workers sent their products to the palaces, which then redistributed goods according to what the rulers decided everyone needed.

13. Despite recurring earthquakes, the Minoans prospered until about 1400 bc. 

14. Their lack of an effective defense, however, made them vulnerable to Mycenaean attacks, probably over 
the control of Mediterranean trade routes.
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Mycenaean Period (1550?‑1000? bc) 

1. The first culture of Aegean civilization on the Greek mainland is named Mycenaean

 for the palace at Mycenae on the Pelopónnisos (peninsula). Scholars call the Mycenaeans the “earliest Greeks” because they are the first people known to have spoken Greek. 

2. Mycenaean culture developed later than Minoan. 
3. The ancestors of the Mycenaean people wandered onto the mainland from the north and the east from about 4000 to 2000 bc, mixing with the people already there, and by about 1400 bc the Mycenaeans had become very prosperous. 

4. Excavations of Mycenaean graves have revealed that they buried their dead with gold jewelry, bronze 
swords, and silver cups. 
5. Like the Minoans, the Mycenaeans lived in independent communities clustered around palaces and ruled by 
kings. 
6. The palace at Pílos (Pylos) on the west coast of the Pelopónnisos boasted glorious wall paintings, storerooms of food, and a royal bathroom with a built‑in tub and intricate plumbing. 
7. The Mycenaeans’ wealth also came from agriculture and international trade, and they had a redistributive economy. 

8. However, Mycenaeans differed significantly from Minoans in their religion and royal architecture. 

For example, unlike Minoans, they featured men much more prominently than women in religious leadership positions, and they built their palaces around megarons, soaring throne rooms with huge hearths. 

9. The Mycenaeans had a warrior culture that enabled them to conquer the Minoans by about 1400 bc, but the Mycenaeans’ eagerness to fight also contributed to their downfall. 

10. By 1200 bc, Mycenaeans were warring with each other and embarking on overseas raids for treasure, riding into battle on expensive two‑wheeled chariots. 

11. ****Although archaeological evidence is inconclusive, the destruction of the city of Troy in Asia Minor 
sometime between 1230 bc and 1180 bc may correspond to the legendary story of the Trojan War. The story, told centuries later by Homer in the Iliad, describes a famous battle in which a Greek army sacked and burned Troy. 

12. Egyptian and Hittite records show that foreign invasions by seafaring peoples became a plague beginning about 1200 bc. 

13. Many of these raiders were Mycenaeans displaced by war at home. 

14. The turmoil around the eastern Mediterranean continued until about 1000 bc and was so severe that it ended not only the Mycenaean culture but also the Hittite and Egyptian kingdoms. 
15. With the collapse of Mycenaean culture, Greeks also lost their knowledge of writing. Later Greeks thought that an invading force of Dorians, a group identified by their dialect of Greek, had toppled the Mycenaeans. However, modern archaeological evidence suggests that general civil war was the reason for the Mycenaeans’ collapse. 
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The Greek Dark Age (1000?‑750? bc) 

1. The wars caused Greece’s economy to collapse and its population to plummet, which created poverty and political confusion that lasted for more than 200 years. 
2. This period traditionally is called the Greek Dark Age (1000?‑750? bc), partly because a lack of written evidence limits our knowledge of it, but also because living conditions were harsh. 

3. Greeks had lost the distinguishing marks of civilization: cities, great palaces and temples, a vibrant economy, and knowledge of writing. The Mycenaean kings were replaced by petty chiefs, who had limited power and wealth. 

4. Artists stopped drawing people and animals on pots, restricting their decoration to geometric designs. 
Archaeology shows that during the early Dark Age, Greeks cultivated much less land, had many fewer settlements, and did much less international trade than they had during the period of Aegean civilization. Settlements shrank to as few as 20 people. 

5. Recovery took a long time. The earliest revivals of trading and agriculture occurred in a few locations about 900 bc. 
6. An innovation in metallurgy helped Greece escape its Dark Age. 

7. Fighting at the end of the Mycenaean period had interrupted the international trade in tin, which was needed to make bronze weapons and tools. 
8. To fill the gap, eastern Mediterranean metal workers invented a new technology to smelt iron ore. 
9. Greeks learned this skill from eastern traders and began mining their own iron ore, which was common in their heartland. Generally harder than bronze, iron eventually replaced it in most uses, especially for agricultural tools, swords, and spear points. 

10. The lower cost of iron implements meant more people could afford them. Plentiful tools helped increase food production and thus restore the population and prosperity.

11. Technological innovation paved the way for the political and cultural innovations of the Archaic period. 
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THE ARCHAIC AGE (750‑480 bc)  

1. The disappearance of Mycenaean kingdoms left a political vacuum in Greece. The poverty and depopulation of the Dark Age forced people to cooperate to defend themselves, and gradually Greeks formed the idea that political power also should be shared. 

2. By about 750 bc, Greeks had organized themselves into independent city‑states (poleis). 

3. Centuries later, the Greek philosopher Aristotle (384‑322 bc) insisted that the forces of nature had created 

the city‑state and that anyone who existed outside the community of a city‑state must be either a beast or a god.

4. Some modern historians argue that older cities ruled by monarchs on the island of Cyprus and in Phoenicia 
influenced Greek city‑states. Regardless, Greeks developed a unique system. 

5. The Acropolis, a massive limestone hill where a fortified citadel was built, dominates Athens. Some of the world’s most famous classical structures are located at the site. These buildings include:

 the Parthenon (a Doric temple built for Athena, the goddess of wisdom), 


and the Propylaea, and the Erechtheum. 

—were all constructed during the Golden Age of Athens (5th century bc) under the rule of the famous Athenian statesman Pericles.  

6. The period from about 750 to 480 bc traditionally is called the Archaic Age because it was considered archaic, or old‑fashioned, in comparison with the Classical Period that followed. However, Greeks during this period produced startling innovations: the self‑governing city‑state, imaginative types of art and architecture, and the poetry of Homer. 

7. Breaking the Mediterranean tradition of royal rule, Greeks struggled to create new kinds of political organization for their growing communities. 

8. The main goal was to avoid strong central political authority, although sometimes tyrants temporarily seized sole power of city‑states. The Greeks tried to share rule, sometimes within a limited group (oligarchy) and sometimes among the entire male population (a form of democracy). In a few areas, they also devised the league (ethnos)—a loose alliance of geographically separate, small groups who agreed to share laws and defense—as a new form of political organization. 

10. The city‑state:
 = generally a form of shared social and political organization based on the concept of citizenship, which guaranteed a shared identity, rights, and responsibilities to a city‑state’s free men and women. Citizenship sharply divided free men and women from slaves and foreigners. 

Citizenship made free men, regardless of their social status or wealth, political partners who shared equal privileges and duties under the rule of law. 

In some city‑states, all free adult male citizens, including the poor, shared in government by voting in a political assembly, where laws and policies of the community were decided. 


Women also had a set of privileges and protections under the law, but equality did not extend to women, as they could not vote, and their sexual behavior and control of property were governed by stricter regulations than for men. 

11. City‑states typically consisted of an urban center with houses and public buildings surrounded by fields for farming and grazing. 

Citizens also lived in the countryside in villages or on farms. 

12. The most prosperous city‑states controlled fine harbors, which brought revenues from trade and cultural interaction with others. 
13. Each city‑state had centrally located temples to worship the particular gods protecting it, with the most important sanctuary located on the highest spot (acropolis). The urban center also featured an open gathering place (agora) for daily markets and conversation, and a defensive wall of stone and earth that protected the city. When enemies invaded, residents in the countryside took cover inside the walls of the city.

14. As the economy improved in the Archaic Age, the population grew rapidly, creating a shortage of good land and natural resources. 

15. The search for new farmland and metal ore drove Greeks to settle far from their homeland, sometimes living in others' settlements, sometimes establishing trading posts, and sometimes founding colonies as new city‑states. 

16. By 500 bc, Greeks had founded numerous colonies in present‑day southern France, Spain, southern Italy, North Africa, and along the coast of the Black Sea.
17. Generally only men joined colonizing expeditions, often intermarrying with local peoples when they settled in new areas. New city‑states were founded by all three traditional divisions of Greeks, distinguished by the different dialects of Greek they spoke: the Dorians, the Ionians, and the Aeolians. 
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The Classical Age (480‑323 bc) 

Athenian Empire (480‑359 bc) 

1. Spartan leader Leonidas I is best known for his heroic death at Thermopylae during his attempt to stop an invading Persian army from advancing through Greece. 

With a small Greek force, Leonidas held off several thousand Persian soldiers (Xerxes) at a narrow pass. He and his soldiers fought bravely until he, and the rest of the defenders had been killed.

2. By 500 bc Sparta had become the most powerful city‑state. 

 the most fearsome army, composed of superbly disciplined hoplite fighters (infantry with bronze body armor, shields, spears, and swords who fought shoulder‑to‑shoulder in a block called a phalanx). 

A pair of kings shared power in Sparta with a council of elders in an oligarchy, which means “government by a few.” 

3. The large city‑state of Athens had established an early form of democracy by 600 bc, but a prominent general, Pisistratus, seized power as a tyrant from 546 to 527. His son Hippias succeeded him and ruled until Athenian leaders forced him to resign in 510 . 

4. Fearing the oligarchic Spartans would attack their recovering democracy, the Athenians sought protection from King Darius I of Persia. However, the Athenians soon abandoned their alliance with Darius to help Ionian Greeks on the coast of Asia Minor rebel from Persian control. (Bad idea!) 

5. The Athenians’ behavior sparked the Persian Wars (490‑479 bc). The enormous Persian kingdom far 
outstripped the Greek city‑states in every category of material resources, from money to soldiers.

6. In 490 bc Darius I dispatched a fleet to capture Athens, expecting it to surrender. Instead, in the Battle of Marathon, outnumbered Athenian hoplites charged the Persian forces and to everyone’s astonishment drove them away. 

7. A messenger ran more than 32 km (20 mi) from Marathon to Athens to announce the news, a run 
memorialized in modern marathon races. 

8. Darius’s son, Xerxes I, led an immense invasion of Greece in 480 bc to avenge the Marathon defeat. 
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1. Xerxes army was so huge, the Greeks claimed, it required seven days and seven nights of continuous 
marching for it to cross a pontoon bridge between Asia Minor and mainland Greece. 

2. Some city‑states in northern and central Greece surrendered, but Sparta led an alliance of 31 city‑states against the Persians. A small detachment of Greek soldiers led by Spartan king Leonidas I gave their lives to temporarily block Xerxes’s army at a narrow pass called Thermopylae (see Battle of Thermopylae). 
3. By the time the invading Persians reached Athens, the residents had evacuated, and the Persians burned an empty city. Athens was prepared to fight with its navy, built up from the proceeds of a rich discovery of silver a few years before. 

4. The Athenian general Themistocles defeated the Persian navy in the Battle of Salamís by luring Persian ships into a narrow channel, where the Greeks’ heavier ships proceeded to ram and sink them. 

5. In 479 bc the Greeks completed their triumph by defeating the Persian infantry at Plataea, relying on superior tactics and armor. This string of unexpected Greek victories in the Persian Wars preserved the Greeks’ independence and gave them so much self‑confidence that they felt superior.
6. Athens and Sparta did not share the joy of victory for long. Athens used its wartime fleet to become an aggressive military power rivaling Sparta. 
7. Both sides acquired allies to strengthen their positions. Sparta maintained its alliance with other city‑states on the Pelopónnisos. 

8. Athens allied with city‑states in northern Greece, the Aegean Islands, and the west coast of Asia Minor, which were most exposed to Persian retaliation. Members of the Athens‑led alliance, known today as the Delian League because its treasury was originally located on the island of Delos, swore a solemn oath never to desert the coalition.

9. The Delian League brought Athens unprecedented power and income. In time, more and more league members found it easier to pay their dues in cash rather than furnish their own warships and crews, and they let Athens build and man the league’s ships. Poorer Athenians welcomed this arrangement because it gave them paying jobs as oarsmen (Greek warships were rowed so they could ram other ships in battle). 

10. As naval strength became the city‑state’s principal source of military might, oarsmen gained greater political influence in Athenian democracy. Since Sparta and its allies had far less naval power, they could not match Athens on the sea, where it gained money and goods by trading with other states or raiding them.
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1. The Delian League became an Athenian empire as league members became more dependent on their lead city. Eventually, the allies had almost no navies of their own, and therefore they had no power to resist Athenian orders, Athenian demands for increased dues, or the ban on leaving the alliance. Athens’s demands of its allies generated resentment. 

2. From the Athenian point of view, however, the empire met its goals: expelling Persian garrisons from the Aegean and supporting Athenian prosperity and culture with spoils of war and with allies’ dues.

3. Athens dominated the Greek city‑states in the 5th century bc, leading the Delian League and counting other city‑states as allies. Rival Sparta led the smaller Spartan Confederacy. The two sides fought in the Peloponnesian War (431‑404 bc), and Athens lost, leaving it temporarily weakened.  
4. Pericles, an Athenian from a distinguished family, became the era’s leading politician in the 

450s bc by promoting Athenian dominance within the Delian League and expansionist goals outside the league. 

5. He supported far‑flung naval expeditions to territories in Phoenicia and the Black Sea region and engaged the navy in a confrontation with Sparta, ventures that benefited his power base, the fleet’s oarsmen. 

Eventually, he overreached by advising war on too many fronts at once while generating resistance among allies by making harsh demands of them. To devote its resources to maintaining the empire, Athens signed a peace treaty with Sparta, but the rivals continued to distrust each other. 

6.In 431 bc tensions erupted when Athens pressured Corinth and Megara, crucial Spartan allies who were rivals with Athens for seagoing trade. 

7. Sparta came to the defense of its allies, and the fighting escalated into the Peloponnesian War (431‑404 bc), named for the location of Sparta and most of the city‑states allied with it. Sparta feared Athens would use its navy to cripple Spartan control over its allies. 

8. Pericles refused to let the Athenians yield to any Spartan demands for concessions because he believed Athens could exploit its superior wealth to win a long war. 
9. Pericles’s strategy was to make periodic surprise naval raids on Spartan positions while retreating behind Athens’s walls whenever Sparta’s superior infantry attacked. 
10. The Athenians launched some successful attacks, but Pericles’s plan required sacrifice: the Athenians had to stay behind their city wall while Spartan troops ravaged Athens’s countryside. Pericles’s strategy might have worked except for a terrible epidemic that struck Athens’s population, packed inside its wall. The epidemic, which started in 430 bc, killed thousands over several years, including Pericles himself.
11. Without Pericles’s strong direction, leaders after him introduced increasingly risky strategies. Their harsh demands for money from Athens’s allies incited rebellions. Several times Athenian leaders refused Spartan offers for peace. 

12. In 415 bc Athens launched an overly ambitious campaign against Sparta’s allies in Sicily, far to the west, and the invasion force suffered a catastrophic defeat at Syracuse in 413 bc.
13. With Persian monetary support, Sparta built a navy and launched the final phase of the war by establishing an infantry base in Athenian territory for year‑round raiding.

14. Athens continued to fight for ten years, despite the devastation of its agriculture and the loss of 
income from its silver mines. 

15. Athens dominated the Greek city‑states in the 5th century bc, leading the Delian League and counting other city‑states as allies. Rival Sparta led the smaller Spartan Confederacy. The two sides fought in the Peloponnesian War (431‑404 bc), and Athens lost, leaving it temporarily weakened.  
16. Finally, in 404, incompetent Athenian admirals lost the fleet and the war.

17. The war ended the Delian League, and Sparta installed a brutal puppet government in Athens. This puppet regime, called the Thirty Tyrants, was a group of Athenian oligarchs, organized into a council, who ruthlessly overturned democratic laws and institutions and executed opposition leaders. 

18. Rival Spartan leaders failed to support the Tyrants, however, and Athenian rebels restored democracy in Athens in 403 bc, less than a year after the Tyrants had been installed. 

19. Athens rebuilt its strength, competing with Sparta, Corinth, and Thebes for leadership. None was strong enough to dominate, however, and they drove each other to exhaustion by constant warfare in the first half of the 4th century bc ( ~ 301–350 bc)
20. The interstate rivalry created dangerous instability in Greece.
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Macedonian Supremacy (359‑323 bc) 

1. Alexander the Great became king of Macedonia when his father, Philip II, was assassinated in 336 bc. He took immediate measures to quell insurrections, both domestic and abroad, establishing himself as a powerful leader.

2. Alexander led his troops in campaigns against Greece, Egypt, and the Persian Empire, ruling most of the civilized world by the time he died in 323 bc at the age of 33. His celebrated military and tactical genius share renown with his ego and ruthlessness. 

3. Two Macedonian kings
Philip II (ruled 359‑336 bc) 

and his son, 

Alexander the Great (ruled 336‑323 bc), 

=filled the power vacuum in Greece by turning their formerly weak kingdom into an international superpower. The mountainous kingdom of Macedonia, north of the central Greek heartland, eventually became the leader of Greece and conqueror of the Persian empire. 

4. Macedonia’s success sprang from a nationalistic pride and superior leadership. 

5. Macedonians spoke a separate language from Greek
6. Macedonia never embraced the city‑state form of government. 
7. Commoners in Macedonia did not consider themselves Greek, and most Greeks regarded their northern neighbors as barbarians. 

8. However, Macedonian nobles learned Greek and identified themselves as Greek. 

9. Macedonia emerged as a powerful force when Philip II equipped his infantry with 4‑m‑long (14‑ft‑long) thrusting spears. Fighting shoulder to shoulder in phalanx formation, Philip’s army became a lethal porcupine that could skewer opposing troops before they could get close.  (Et tu Roma?)
10. Using diplomacy, bribery, and war, Philip forced the Greek city‑states to acknowledge him as their leader in 338 bc. This change marked the end of the Greek city‑states as independent actors in international politics, though they did remain the basic economic and social units of Greece.

11. Philip’s goal was to lead a united Macedonian and Greek army to conquer the Persian Empire as revenge for its invasion in 480 bc. 

12. Philip was murdered by a Macedonian noble in 336 bc (possibly as part of a palace plot), but 

Alexander, who succeeded him, continued to pursue his father’s goal. 

13. After suppressing domestic rebellions in 336 bc, Alexander led an extended military expedition against the Persians. 

14. He regularly defeated them and opened nearly all of the Persian Empire to the Macedonians. 

15. Alexander led the most astonishing military campaign in ancient history by conquering all the lands from present‑day Turkey to Egypt to Afghanistan while still in his twenties! 
16. His greatness consisted of his ability to motivate his men to follow him into hostile, unknown regions. His feats made him think he was superhuman, and he demanded that the Greeks worship him as a god.

17. After capturing Babylon, Egypt, Susa, and Persepolis, Alexander continued to India, reaching the Hyphasis River before returning to Babylon to administer his vast empire. 

 18. Alexander's goals were the conquest and administration of the known world and the exploration and colonization of new territory beyond. By including non‑Macedonians in his administration and founding colonies of Greeks wherever he went, he brought the Greek and Middle Eastern worlds into closer contact than ever before in trade, shared scientific knowledge, and cultural traditions. 

19. When an illness killed him in 323 bc, however, he had no son to continue his empire and his four generals tore it apart, each trying to secure his own power.
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF GREECE 
1. The Greek city‑states tried to reclaim their independence when Alexander died, but his Macedonian generals proved too strong, but no general had the charisma or the strength to reunite the empire.

Hellenistic Greece (323‑31 bc) 

2. The Hellenistic (“Greek‑like”) Period gets its name from the greater knowledge of Greek language and culture brought to the Middle East through Alexander’s conquests and from the kingdoms established by his generals after his death. 
3. Antigonus I (382?‑301 bc) founded a kingdom encompassing parts of Asia Minor, the Middle East, Macedonia,  and Greece 

4. Seleucus I (358?‑281 bc) established rule over Babylonia and over land as far east as India 

5. Ptolemy I (367?‑283? bc) took Egypt.

6. Referred to as "successor kings" (the Diadochi), these rulers had to create their own form of kingship because they did not inherit their positions legitimately. They were self‑proclaimed monarchs with no special claim to any particular territory. They ruled with unlimited authority in theory, but in practice they needed the Greek city‑states to support them with money and soldiers. Therefore, they usually let city‑states keep their internal freedom so long as they followed the kings’ foreign policies. 

7. Whenever possible, the kings incorporated local traditions into their rule. 

For the Seleucids, this meant combining Macedonian with Middle Eastern royal customs; For the Ptolemies, Macedonian with Egyptian. 

8. Still, Greeks and Macedonians ranked higher than the local populations, who became second‑class subjects.

9. The kings frequently fought each other over territory. 
The Ptolemaic and Seleucid armies, for example, periodically engaged in a violent tug‑of‑war over the region along the eastern shore of the Mediterranean known as the Levant, which had been a crossroads of trade for thousands of years. 

10.****These struggles left openings for smaller, regional kingdoms to establish themselves. 

The most famous was the kingdom of the Attalids in Asia Minor, which held power from about 250 to 133 bc, with the wealthy city of Pergamum as its capital. 

In Bactria, a region of Central Asia, Greek leaders broke from the Seleucid kingdom in about 250 bc and formed one of their own, which flourished on the trade in luxury goods between India and China and the Mediterranean world.
11. In the Hellenistic kingdoms, foreigners—kings and queens of Greek and Macedonian descent—had unrestricted rule over local populations. This kind of rule disturbed the Greeks, who remembered their history of freedom. Therefore, in the 2nd century bc when the kingdoms had been weakened by war, some mainland Greeks appealed for help from the region’s growing superpower—Rome.
12. The Romans had already taken over the areas in Italy and the western Mediterranean where Greeks had lived for centuries and saw the appeal for help as a chance to increase their power further. 

They intervened against the kingdoms and told the Greeks they were once again free, but the Romans meant that the city‑states were free to govern themselves so long as they did what Rome wanted. 
13. The Greeks rebelled and a Roman army destroyed the city of Corinth in 146 bc. Thereafter Roman governors presided over mainland Greece. Within about a hundred years, Rome conquered the remaining Hellenistic kingdoms and their Greek cities. 
Egypt, under Queen Cleopatra, was the last to fall, in 31 bc.
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Roman Greece (31 bc‑ad 395) 

1. All the areas where Greeks lived were already Roman provinces by the time Augustus (63 bc‑ad 14) established the Roman Empire in 27 bc. 
2. Greek cities generally retained their traditional political organization, while Roman colonies in mainland Greece founded by Augustus and his predecessor, Julius Caesar, mimicked the political system of Rome. 

3. Greeks resented the Romans, who taxed the Greeks and forced them to relocate from areas where Rome wished to establish colonies.

4. In time, however, Greece became reconciled to Roman rule. Emperors increasingly honored leading Greeks by choosing them for the Roman senate and presenting lavish gifts to the cities, such as a panhellenic festival created by the emperor Hadrian in ad 131. 
5. This attention increased tourism to Greece’s famous sites and religious shrines. Students from abroad flocked to its distinguished universities, especially in Athens. The peace created by the empire gave people more time for cultural activities, and Roman interest in Greek culture peaked in the 2nd century ad. 
6. Greek writers such as Plutarch and Lucian wrote new types of imaginative literature, including in‑depth biography, social satire, and science fiction.

7. Greece’s reputation as a cultural center changed its economy. 

Many people moved from the country to the cities to work in the tourist industry. Places that attracted tourists prospered. 

The Greeks’ prosperity ended when civil war, earthquakes, and epidemic disease crippled the empire in the 3rd century ad. 
8. Germanic raiders, the Heruli, plundered Greece from 267 to 270, severely damaging Athens. 

9. The emperors Diocletian (ruled 284‑305) and Constantine the Great (ruled 306‑337) restored order, but the Roman Empire remained unstable. 

10. In 330 Constantine created a new capital for the Roman Empire. The new capital, named Constantinople, was built on the site of Byzantium (modern Istanbul), a Greek city reduced to a village in 195 after it had supported a failed rebellion. 
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Ancient Rome:

1. The period between the 8th and 1st centuries bc. in which Rome grew from a tiny settlement along the Tiber River, to an emerging empire while developing from monarchy to a republican form of government.

Pre-Roman ‘Rome’
2. Nearly 3,000 years ago (Think—When was this?  What else was happening in the world at this time?) shepherds first built huts on the hills beside the Tiber River in central Italy. 

3. These encampments gradually grew and merged to form the city of Rome. 

4. Rome’s history is unique in comparison to other large urban centers like London, England, or Paris, France, because it encompasses more than the story of a single city. 

5. In ancient times Rome extended its political control over all of Italy and eventually created an empire that stretched from England to North Africa and from the Atlantic Ocean to Arabia!
6. The political history of Rome is marked by three periods. 



1st  period = from 753–509 bc, 





The city developed from a village to a city ruled by kings. 



2nd period = from 509–27 bc. 





The Romans expelled the kings and established the Roman Republic.  



3rd period = from 27 bc–ad 476. 

Following the collapse of the Republic, Rome fell under the domination of emperors and flourished for another five centuries as the Roman Empire 
7. Ancient Rome Part II:
8. The discussion of ancient Rome’s history begins with the city’s legendary founder, Romulus, and ends when Augustus becomes the first emperor of imperial Rome, in 27 bc. 


***After 27 bc, Roman History is considered to be no longer ‘Ancient’.
9. The ancient Romans enjoyed lavish and sometimes even cruel entertainments including gladiatorial combats, chariot races, and animal hunts in the arena. 

10.Yet these same Romans created a civilization that has shaped subsequent world history for 2,000 years. The remains of vast building projects, including roads and bridges, enormous baths and aqueducts, temples and theaters, as well as entire towns in the North African desert, still mark Rome’s former dominion and many cities throughout Western Europe stand on Roman foundations (Londinium etc.)

Cultural Influence: 
11. The Romans also had enormous cultural influence. Their language, Latin, gave rise to languages spoken by a billion people in the world today. 

12. Many other languages—including Polish, Turkish, and even Vietnamese—use the Roman alphabet. 

13. The Romans developed a legal system that remains the basis of continental European law 

14. They brought to portraiture a lifelike style that forms the basis of the realistic tradition in Western art. 

15. The founders of the American government looked to the Roman Republic as a model. 


Modern political institutions also reflect Roman origins: senators, bicameral legislatures, judges, and juries are all adapted from the Roman system. 
16. In addition, despite recent modernization, the Roman Catholic Church still uses symbols and ritual derived largely from the ancient Romans. 

17. Contrary to popular image, the Roman state was not continuously at war. Roman armies most often served on the frontiers of the empire while Roman lands nearer the Mediterranean were more peaceful and more culturally and economically interconnected than in any subsequent era. 

18. The Romans extended citizenship far beyond the people of Italy to Greeks and Gauls, Spaniards and Syrians, Jews and Arabs, North Africans and Egyptians. 




= a key to their strength and longevity.

19. The Roman Empire also became the channel through which the cultures and religions of many peoples were combined and transmitted via medieval and Renaissance Europe to the modern world.
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The 3 ages:

The age of Kings 753 bc – 509 bc   

1. The ancient Romans believed that Romulus and Remus founded Rome in 753 bc, and that Romulus erected a wall around the site of the new city. When Remus tried to assert his leadership by scornfully leaping over the inadequate wall, Romulus killed him and became the city’s first king, giving it his name.

2. The second king of Rome, Numa Pompilius, was a Sabine who was regarded as especially just and devoted to religion. 


Many of Rome’s religious traditions were later attributed to Numa, including the selection of virgins to be priestesses of the goddess Vesta. 

He also established a calendar to differentiate between normal working days and those festival days sacred to the gods on which no state business was allowed. His peaceful reign lasted from 715 to 673 bc. 

3. Under Tullus Hostilius (672–641 bc) the Romans waged an aggressive foreign policy and began to expand their lands by the conquest of nearby cities like Alba Longa. 

When the warlike King Hostilius contracted the plague, the people thought it was a punishment for the neglect of the gods so they named Ancus Marcius, a highly religious grandson of Numa, as the fourth king (640–617 bc). Marcius founded the port of Ostia at the mouth of the Tiber. 




(Paul was brought to this port when he arrived from Israel)

4. A wealthy man from the Etruscan city of Tarquinii, Lucius Tarquinius Priscus, came to live in Rome and became such a favorite of King Marcius that he managed to succeed him even though he was considered a foreigner. 

5. Tarquinius ruled between 616 and 579 bc, 

Said to have drained the marshes between the hills and paved an area for the market place that became known as the Roman Forum. 

6. His successor, Servius Tullius (578–535 bc), organized the Roman army into groups of 100 men called 
centuries and was said to have built a new wall around the city. 

7. The cruel seventh king, Lucius Tarquinus Superbus or Tarquin the Proud (534–510 bc), was expelled in 510 after his son cruelly raped Lucretia, a virtuous Roman matron and the wife of his kinsman Collatinus. 

History Unit 128
Roman Republic ...

Things get a little harder to follow... so stay awake!!

1. The kings 


left the early Romans with a fear of domination by a single ruler. 

2. Lucius Junius Brutus 

overthrew the cruel Etruscan tyrant Tarquin in 509
3. The Romans 


replaced the kings with magistrates 

4. The Assembly of citizens 
elected these officials annually. 

5. Two chief magistrates, 

called consuls

6. Beginning in 443 bc, 

two former consuls were chosen every five years as censors; 

7. Censors 


were the only Roman magistrates to be buried in royal purple.

8. Praetors 


another group of magistrates, 367 bc, junior consuls, trials & civil law. 

9. Praetors 


later served as commanders of Rome’s armies.

10. A dictator 
Temporary magistrate, full royal power for a max. of 6 months. appointed by consuls in emergency

11. Romans 


Could have a political career after ten years in the Roman army 



12. Roman aristocrats

Optimates (AWP-TA-MAW-TESS,  optimi =best) dominated Republic for 

centuries.

13. During the five centuries of the republic: 

Rome grew from a small city of 10,000 into a great cosmopolitan metropolis of 1 million 

whose empire of 15 million subjects encompassed the entire Mediterranean basin. 

Social and political conflict inevitably arose as the Romans attempted to keep their old values and institutions in place while the diversity of the peoples in their empire increased. 

***What does this say about the United States?

14. The Senate and the citizen Assembly survived from the monarchy (Kings) into the republic.

15. In theory, the Senate played only an advisory role and could make no laws.  But because it contained mostly former magistrates, it was respected as the repository (storage place) of Roman wisdom and tradition and where most of the political power resided.  

16. The Senate had such great authority (auctoritas) that magistrates consulted it on all-important issues, and it became the dominant force in the areas of religion, foreign policy, and public finance, but did not pass legislation, though its decrees were treated with the greatest respect.


17. Citizens participated in the Assembly, which could pass laws, elect magistrates, & declare war. 

History Unit 129
Destruction of the Roman Republic
1. Social conflict
 
Destroyed the Roman Republic 

2. Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus,  (TG) (p. Grackus) elected as tribune in 133 bc. 
3. Gracchus  

Mother, Cornelia, was the daughter of the famed general Scipio 
4. TG 
Sought to limit private occupation of public property to 300 acres and to distribute 

the excess in 20-acre parcels to the landless. 

5. In what ways could this be considered a good idea for the replublic?

6. Can you see any problems with it? 

7. TG said  the aim of this measure was to: 


1.  Reduce the unemployed population of Rome 



2.  Make the poor eligible for military service

               
3.  Reverse the dangerous trend toward enormous plantations worked by slaves. 

8. Roman aristocrats attributed TG’s actions to personal ambition.
9. Gracchus claimed that he intended to protect the peasantry and save the Roman Republic.

10. His opponents feared Tiberius could become a despot, private bodyguards. 

11. After he took the unprecedented step of standing for reelection, rioting broke out and a mob led by senators killed Tiberius and some of his followers. 

12. For the first time in centuries, violence had entered Roman politics.
13. 123 bc., Tiberius’s younger brother
= Gaius Sempronius Gracchus, elected tribune, proposed even more 

radical reform than his brother. 

14. Gaius was a brilliant orator and undermined senatorial domination, 

15. The Senate



=Executed him and more than 3,000 of his supporters without trial. 
16. The Gracchi were not trying to be revolutionaries, but their actions and the senatorial reaction ushered in a series of social conflicts. 

Neither of the brothers made much permanent improvement in the condition of the urban poor, and the Italians were further embittered when they saw the defeat of proposals, such as the extension of Roman citizenship, that would have addressed their grievances. 

On the other hand, the Gracchi’s policies made the equites a political force for the first time. Tribunes recovered the inherently revolutionary power of their office that allowed them to act for the plebs and block actions by the Senate and other magistrates, and the popular assemblies again recognized their own power. 

17. *****The moral and political weakness of the Senate had been exposed: 

the nobility could only maintain its dominance through violence. The progressive escalation of these conflicts ended with the destruction of the republic.

18. A new breed of politicians arose populares, advocates of the people (populus), came from the same noble 

background as their opponents. 

History Unit 130
1. Optimates 
The supporters of continued senatorial dominance,  optimi (best). 

2. Although the populares drew their support from the urban poor or the landless rural population, they were still senators, just like the optimates. Thus, the political rivals of the late republic all held the same social position but promoted different agendas.  (Sound familiar?) 

3. A generation after the Gracchi, the military entered political life, setting an even more dangerous 
precedent.

4. Marius, Gaius (circa 157-86 bc)

Roman general and statesman 



Served in Spain under the Roman general Scipio Africanus the Younger. 

5. In 119 bc he was elected tribune of the people (the populares). 

6. His marriage to Julia, the aunt of Julius Caesar, improved his social status, but as leader of the popular party he retained his sympathy with the lower classes.

7. When the North African king Jugurtha, ruler of Numidia, killed Italian traders, bribed Roman officials, and humiliated the Roman army in a drawn-out guerrilla war, the Roman general Gaius Marius won the consulship in 107 bc with a popular mandate to defeat Jugurtha. 

8. He recruited a large army by enrolling and providing arms to landless volunteers; thereafter, generals recruited and trained armies based on voluntary enlistments and property qualifications were dropped. 

9. With his chief aide, Lucius Cornelius Sulla, Marius captured Jugurtha and brought the war to a successful conclusion in 106 bc.
10. Lucius Cornelius Sulla 

was an impoverished Roman aristocrat who had distinguished himself in the Social War and hoped to make his fortune through an overseas command

11. The enemies of Marius gave the credit for the victory to Sulla, thereby laying the foundation of the later hatred between the two leaders.

12. After Roman troops led by Marius captured Jugurtha, the people repeatedly reelected Marius consul, expecting him to defeat marauding Germanic peoples in southern Gaul. 

13. After spending two years subjugating Numidia, Marius again became consul (104 bc) and advanced northward to oppose the invading Germanic tribes of the Cimbri and the Teutons. 
14. He annihilated the Teutons at Aquae Sextiae (now Aix-en-Provence, France) in 102 bc and defeated the Cimbri the following year near Vercellae (now Vercelli, Italy). 

15. Marius was considered the savior of his country and in 100 bc was made consul for the sixth time!

16. Italian discontent over Rome’s failure to grant them citizenship or otherwise reward them for their military assistance finally erupted in 91 bc in a general revolt known as the Social War. 


17. The Italians who had helped conquer the Mediterranean, now fought against the Romans. 

18. The Italians established their own capital at Corfinium and issued coinage showing the Italian bull goring the Roman wolf. 

19. The Italian army fought well, and Rome finally ended the war by agreeing to extend citizenship to all free inhabitants of Italy. 

20. Within a generation, Italians appeared in public life, and within two generations they reached the highest offices of the republic.

21. *While Rome fought against the Italians, the cities of Asia rebelled and joined with King Mithridates VI Eupator of Pontus (in what is now Turkey) in killing 80,000 Roman and Italian traders and tax collectors. 
22. When Sulla, as consul, was entrusted with the conduct of the war against the powerful Asian king 
Mithridates VI in 88 bc, Marius, who had developed a jealous hatred for his patrician rival, attempted to deprive him of his command. 
23. The Senate gave Sulla the potentially lucrative command of the forces that were being sent to defeat these  cities. 

24. However, Gaius Marius also wanted the post, and his supporters tried to remove Sulla. 

25. Sulla responded by marching on the Roman capital in 88 bc to reestablish his right to the position given him by the Senate. 




He drove Marius and his supporters from the city.

26. Civil war broke out between the partisans of the two leaders. Marius was forced to flee, and Sulla proceeded to Asia Minor to take up his command. 
27. For the next four years Sulla pursued his eastern war, capturing Athens and finally defeating Mithridates. 

28. But during this time his Marian enemies again gained control of the government in Rome and declared Sulla an outlaw. 

29. Marius led the Populares during the civil war of 88-86 bc.

30. Marius then hurried back to Italy, where an uprising of his friends had taken place under Lucius Cornelius Cinna, a bitter opponent of Sulla. Marius and Cinna marched against Rome, which was forced to capitulate. Marius then took his revenge on the aristocracy in a veritable orgy of indiscriminate murder. He had himself and Cinna named to the consulship in 86 bc. An old man, Marius died in Rome on January 13 of that year after holding the office for only a few days.
31. Marius left a fatal legacy of professional armies whose soldiers were loyal to the general who recruited them and promised them land in return for their political support. Politicians had found a powerful new weapon: a personal army that was no longer loyal to the Senate and the Roman people. 

32. After Sulla made peace with Mithridates, he brought his loyal army back to Italy to confront the 
government. 

33. In 83 bc Sulla landed in southern Italy and marched on Rome. 

34. Sulla needed to eliminate all opposition and to secure money and land for his 120,000 soldiers and his followers. He issued proscription lists, which put a bounty on the heads of thousands of Romans whose property could then be confiscated. 

35. A frightened Senate appointed Sulla dictator, although his term was not limited to six months like constitutional dictators of the past. 

36. Then Sulla, rather ironically, tried to protect the Senate against military leaders like himself. He packed the Senate, which had been depleted by wars and executions, with his own supporters and proposed reforms to ensure senatorial authority in the future. 

37. As a result of these reforms, consuls had to wait ten years before standing for reelection, and proconsuls could only hold office for a single year. 

38. By restricting the term of office, Sulla hoped to prevent officeholders from building up loyal troops and undermining the Senate, as both he and Gaius Marius had done. 

39. In 80 bc Sulla relinquished the dictatorship and soon retired to the pleasures of private life. None of his 
successors who attained such power would relinquish it so quietly.

40. In less than a decade of civil war 200,000 free Romans and Italians had met violent deaths. The image of a 
Roman general turning his troops on the capital and murdering his political opponents haunted Rome ever after. 

History Unit 131
The Crumbling Republic...
1. Intense rivalries for power followed Sulla’s resignation, and Roman statesman Marcus Tullius Cicero fought valiantly for 20 years to stabilize the government and preserve the republic. 
2. Cicero hoped to bring senators and equites together in an alliance that represented responsible citizens against dangerous fanatics. He had no senatorial ancestors, but his oratorical abilities were quickly recognized. 

3. After rhetorical and philosophical studies in Greece, Cicero served as a lawyer and catapulted into prominence with his brilliant prosecution of a corrupt governor of Sicily. 

4. Widespread recognition of Cicero’s abilities brought him the consulship in 63 bc, and while serving in that office, he successfully suppressed an armed rebellion by his rival Catiline, a supporter of Sulla and the political leader who had lost to Cicero in the election. 
5. Cicero hoped to bring senators and equites together in an alliance of what he saw as responsible citizens against dangerous demagogues and potential military tyrants. In the end, however, Cicero was a political failure. 

6. He excelled as a scholar and a lawyer, but perhaps overvalued words, argument, and reason. He could not persuade senators to put aside their personal interests in the greater interest of the Roman state. Despite his flaws, he fought a heroic battle to preserve what he believed to be Rome’s best interests.

The First Triumvirate 
8. Among the ambitious political hopefuls were two of Sulla’s junior officers,:




Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus, known as Pompey



and Marcus Licinius Crassus. 
9. These two men remained closely linked for the next three decades. 

Conservative senators despised both of them. Sulla called Pompey “the Great,” and the 25-year-old Pompey proudly added the title to his name. 

10. Pompey’s early cruelty had earned him renown as “teen-age slaughterer,” but even before he held high office, he was a skillful military recruiter and commanded armies with a self-confidence that annoyed and frightened the Senate. 

11. Crassus had profited enormously from Sulla’s proscriptions by buying the property of those condemned at bargain prices. Many such shady dealings made him the richest man in Rome. 

12. If Crassus was unpopular with senators, he found his natural constituency among the equites, for whom he became a spokesman. 

13. He and Pompey were jointly elected consul in 70 bc. 

14. In the succeeding years, Pompey embarked on a military expedition to suppress piracy and to launch another war against King Mithridates VI in Asia. 

15. Pompey also reorganized Roman provinces and independent kingdoms in the east, and even conquered Jerusalem. 

16. When Pompey returned to Rome in triumph, he voluntarily disbanded his troops, much to the relief of all who feared a repeat of Sulla’s massacres.

17. The Senate then made the mistake of refusing to provide Pompey land for his soldiers and drove him into an alliance with Crassus. 

18. The Senate had refused Crassus an adjustment of the equites’ contracts for taxes in Asia, since a famine had reduced the tax collections. 

19. Pompey and Crassus found another ambitious politician with a grievance against the Senate, Julius 
Caesar. 

20. Caesar was a sophisticated man who was a poet and scholar as well as the only orator of the time who could rival Cicero. 
21. Gaius Julius Caesar was one of the most extraordinary of all ancient Romans.

22. His immense charm brought him the loyalty of men and women, and he could successfully project his personality to a political assembly or an army. His sharp intellect was matched by a strong will that never wavered. 

23. In an age characterized by indecisive politicians, Caesar acted, for better or worse, with resoluteness and consistency. Many of Caesar’s contemporaries shared his ambition, but they lacked his extraordinary grasp of the existing political situation. 

24. This latter trait stemmed from a deep understanding of himself, his friends, and his opponents, and made him both a great general and a remarkable man.

25. Despite his aristocratic birth, Caesar always supported the populares. He had a great rapport with the people and gained enormous popularity.

26. In 61 bc Marcus Porcius Cato (called Cato the Younger to distinguish him from his great-grandfather, the Roman statesman and writer Cato the Elder) led the Senate in rebuffing the three most powerful Romans of the day: Crassus, Pompey, and Caesar. 

27. Cato was deeply conservative, and his attempts to curtail the influence of these men drove them to make a three-way political compact called the First Triumvirate. 
28. Pompey’s needs were clear enough. His future demanded that he reward his troops with land, and his 
honor required that the Senate ratify the treaties he had made in the east. 

29. Cato, who had the knack of doing the principled thing at the wrong time, infuriated the equites by rebuffing Crassus and thus destroying Cicero’s hope for a compact between equites and the Senate. 

30. When Julius Caesar returned from his year as praetor in Spain and hoped to run for the consulship, a senatorial vote on his triumph was intentionally delayed to make him choose between holding a great victory procession or proceeding with the election. 

31. Together, Crassus, Pompey, and Caesar took what the Senate refused them. 

32. Once Caesar was elected consul by the Assembly, he proposed the legislation necessary to satisfy Crassus and Pompey. 
33. When the Senate denied his efforts, he used Pompey’s veterans to intimidate voters and force these measures through the Assembly. 
34. Once the three men had satisfied their immediate goals, however, rivalries led to disputes among them. Caesar, who was deep in debt from his political campaigns, became governor of Gaul in 58 bc after his consulship ended. He hoped to recoup his fortunes through conquest and booty. 

35. After Crassus was killed by the Parthians in a military disaster in Syria in 53 bc, the Senate increasingly wooed Pompey as preferable to Caesar.
History Unit 132
  The Rising Power of Julius Caesar 
1. Under the military leadership of Gaius Julius Caesar, Rome gained control over most of Gaul, a region that stretched beyond the borders of modern France. 

2. Caesar used the campaign in Gaul to strengthen the loyalty of his armies and to provide himself with a vast source of wealth. Many of the details of Caesar's military exploits in Gaul come from the history he wrote called De Bello Gallico 

3. Once Gaul was subdued, Caesar returned to Rome and defeated his rivals to become sole ruler of 
Rome.

4. Caesar had first displayed his military brilliance during his long term as governor of Gaul. He did not have 
the strategic genius of Alexander the Great or Hannibal; instead, his success lay in his ability to appraise a situation realistically, to train his troops, and then to make the necessary logistical preparations.

5. Caesar did not complete his conquest of Gaul without resistance. Vercingetorix, the chief of the powerful Arverni people, successfully launched an armed revolt against the Romans and inflicted heavy casualties. 
6. Caesar drew on his leadership abilities and military brilliance to rally his legions. He eventually drove the Gallic forces into the town of Alesia (near modern Dijon, France) and surrounded them with massive earthwork walls. After a long seige, Vercingetorix was forced to surrender. 
7. This picture depicts the rebel leader giving himself up to Caesar in 52 bc. Caesar took Vercingetorix back to Rome where he was later executed.  
8. Caesar acted quickly to exploit every opportunity, a characteristic of both his political and military life. 

9. He made few errors and could swiftly capitalize on the mistakes of others. In Gaul he developed a battle-hardened army and was well prepared for civil war.

10. Over the course of a decade, Caesar subdued great portions of Gaul, built roads, captured a million prisoners, and took vast amounts of the region’s wealth. 

11. Caesar’s enormous success did little to appease his enemies, who waited for him to leave his command in Gaul before launching the customary prosecutions for corruption. 

12. Caesar would not relinquish his armies until he was given immunity, but in the Senate Cato opposed any 
compromise. 

13. Pompey was the only other possible military leader who could oppose Caesar, so Cato and the Senate relied on him for support and naively expected Italy to rise up against Caesar. 

14. Caesar felt that the optimates in the Senate intended to humiliate him and that he had to fight to 

preserve his honor. 
15. ***In January of 49 bc, Caesar marched his army across the Rubicon River, 
the boundary between his Gallic province and Italy. With the words “The die is cast,” he began a civil war. 
16. Pompey withdrew his troops to Greece where Caesar pursued and soon defeated them. 

17. Then Pompey fled to Egypt where he was murdered, and Cato went to Africa, where he lost another 
battle before committing suicide. 

18. In death as in life, Cato haunted Caesar. Cato was honored by sentimental supporters of the republic as “the last of the Romans.” With hindsight, he seems more clearly a man who helped to bring about the destruction of the republic he professed to hold so dear.

19. Caesar followed Pompey to Egypt where he restored Queen Cleopatra VII —earlier deposed by her brother Ptolemy XIII—to the Egyptian throne. 

20. He soon brought her to Rome as his mistress. 

21. Caesar routed the rebellious king of Pontus in Asia Minor, a battle in which the historian Suetonius quoted Caesar as having made the famous statement: “I came; I saw; I conquered.” 
22. He then defeated Pompey’s remaining forces in Spain and Africa, returned to Rome, and in 44 bc, assumed the position of dictator for life that a frightened Senate had offered. 
Caesar became one of the first leaders to conceive of Rome as an empire rather than merely a city-state with overseas possessions although it was left to his great-nephew and political heir to make Caesar’s broad vision a reality. 

24. Caesar initiated a legislative whirlwind.

Through numerous social and economic measures he attempted to control debt, regulate traffic in Rome, and impose import tariffs to help Italian industry. 

25. He started an ambitious building program that included the Forum of Julius to accommodate public business and took measures to prevent the flooding of the Tiber River. 

26. Caesar’s Julian calendar, with a minor modification by Pope Gregory XIII in the 16th century AD, remains the calendar in use today. 

27. He established many colonies and was generous in his extension of citizenship to cities in Gaul and 
Spain. 

History Unit 133
The End of the Roman Republic 

1. On March 15, 44 bc, Caesar attended a meeting of the Senate. A group of senators, including his one-time protégé Marcus Junius Brutus, fatally stabbed Caesar 23 times. 

2. Brutus and his friends were honorable and patriotic, but they were also foolish, and Rome paid dearly for their folly. 

3. The assassins expected that Caesar’s murder would take Roman government out of the hands of the generals and restore senatorial domination. It did not happen. 

4. For decades the army had been the true source of Roman political power and Caesar’s troops were not appeased by the Senate’s proclamation that Caesar’s death had restored their freedom. 

5. They sought to guarantee the privileges Caesar had given them and to exact revenge for their fallen leader.

6. More than a decade of murder and civil war followed the assassination. 

7. Caesar’s deputy, Mark Antony, quickly seized command of the troops and control of the war chest to pay them. 

8. He forced Brutus, Cassius, and the other assassins to flee to Greece. But another, unexpected heir to Caesar’s wealth and name emerged. In his will Caesar had posthumously adopted his 18-year-old grandnephew, Gaius Octavius, who was then a student in Greece. 

9. Augustus, Once Octavian 

He claimed to restore the Roman Republic, but in reality established an imperial monarchy. The Roman people awarded him the name Augustus, which meant “holy,” and he began to establish what has become known as the Roman Empire. 

10. The youth, although inexperienced, immediately showed the courage and intelligence that would later bring him mastery of the Roman world as the emperor Augustus. 

11. He knew that as soon as he drove Antony’s forces from Italy, that the senators would discard him.  

12. So, in 43 bc, Octavian joined forces with Antony and another of Caesar’s former aides, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, to form the Second Triumvirate and march on Rome.

13. They issued death-lists for their opponents and even the great orator Cicero was struck down while fleeing to a waiting ship.

14. The Second Triumvirate defeated Brutus and Cassius at the Battle of Philippi in northern Greece and then embarked on a program to attend to neglected provinces and resettle veterans. 

15. Antony took on the administrative reorganization of the wealthy eastern provinces. There, like earlier Roman governors, he gained personal wealth and the loyalty of both his troops and Rome’s dependent kings. 

16. Octavian’s task was far less desirable. He had to confiscate land in Italy to give to his armies for resettlement, a process that caused resentment and even rebellion among the local residents. By shrewd maneuvering, however, Octavian won the ploy 

17. Jealousy and ambition led to mutual suspicion among the three men. 

18. Antony married Octavian’s sister as one attempt at reconciliation; yet Antony also conducted a love affair with Cleopatra and publicly acknowledged his children by her. 

19. Octavian played on Roman prejudice against eastern peoples to attack Antony and provoke civil war. 

In 31 bc he defeated Antony and Cleopatra in a sea battle near Actium, in Greece (see Battle of Actium). The lovers fled to Alexandria where, powerless to stop the advance of Octavian’s armies into Egypt, they committed suicide the next year. 

20. Octavian became the unchallenged master of Rome and the entire Mediterranean. 

21. Yet his victory over Antony could no more resolve the conflicts consuming the Roman Republic than had 
Caesar’s victory over Pompey. 

22. Octavian was only 33 years old at the time, and he was fortunate to have another 44 years of rule to address Rome’s problems. He faced the monumental tasks of demobilizing huge armies and safeguarding their future loyalty, ensuring the safety of Rome’s long-neglected European frontiers, and reducing class hostility and civil unrest in the capital. 

He also had to make the Italians an integral part of Roman social, cultural, and political life, establish an administrative apparatus to govern the empire, and devise a form of monarchy that would avoid any resemblance to ancient Etruscan tyranny or to eastern kingship.

23. The Senate awarded Octavian the name of Augustus and mobs demanded that he retain power. 

24. His first step was to repair the bitter wounds of civil war. 

25. On January 13 of 27 bc, Octavian, in his own words, “transferred the Republic from my own power to the authority of the Senate and the Roman people.”

26. This statement was a carefully scripted piece of political theater. 

27. The Senate awarded Octavian the name of Augustus and mobs demanded that he retain power. 

28. In the legal fiction of restoring the republic, Augustus claimed that he held “no more power than the others 
who were my colleagues in each magistracy.” In fact, he was establishing the imperial monarchy that has become known as the Roman Empire which endured for five centuries. 
