Prehistoric and Ancient Times 

Modern humans (Homo sapiens) first appeared in Europe during the late Paleolithic Era 
(the Old Stone Age). Hunters and gatherers, they left behind notable examples of art, dating from 25,000 to 10,000 years ago, that have been found in more than 200 caves, mostly in Spain and France (see Cave Dwellers). 

Some 10,000 years ago, at the end of the Pleistocene Epoch—the most recent

of the Ice Ages—the climate began to improve and gradually approached that of the present. 

In time, Neolithic (New Stone Age) people developed agricultural economies

that replaced hunting. 

During the 6th millennium bc, farming spread over most of western Europe. Some of these Neolithic cultures, beginning about 5000 bc, erected huge stone monuments (megaliths) either as grave structures or as memorials of notable events. 

Arrival of Indo-Europeans 

Research has not clearly determined where the Indo-European languages,

spoken on much of the modern continent, originated. Some scholars believe that the kurgan (barrow) culture that began north of the Black Sea about 2500 bc was early Indo-European. According to this theory, these Indo-Europeans spread to the Balkans, which they invaded, introducing horses to the region, about 2200 bc; then they spread to the rest of Europe. Therefore, the Middle Bronze Age peoples of the Balkans and central Europe may have spoken Indo-European languages. Except for the civilizations on Crete and in Greece during the 2nd millennium bc, most of Bronze Age Europe was preliterate.

The first major civilization to mature in Europe was that of Crete during the 2nd millennium bc. Called the 
Minoan Culture after the legendary King Minos, this Bronze Age society controlled the Aegean by 1600 bc (see Aegean Civilization). The date of the arrival of the first Indo-European invaders in Greece is controversial. Many scholars agree on approximately 1900 bc. By 1400 bc these Greeks, called Mycenaeans for their principal city, Mycenae, had conquered the Minoan realms. Mycenaean civilization had commercial contacts with the Middle East as well as Britain (for tin). 
After 1200 bc, however, Mycenaean society was almost totally destroyed. This was due to widespread fighting among the Mycenaean Greeks, with earthquakes probably causing additional damage. In the Greek Dark Age that followed, the Greeks learned to fashion tools and weapons of iron and the Iron Age began in Greece.

Iron Age Cultures 
The introduction of iron in Europe around 1100 bc provided for sturdier, more

durable weapons and tools than those of the stone variety. The knowledge of smelting iron is believed to have come from the Hittites in the area known now as Turkey. Iron, however, corrodes more quickly than bronze, so most items that survive from that era are in poor condition. 

Elsewhere in Europe the population had begun to increase rapidly in the

late Bronze Age. 
By the early Iron Age, beginning about 1000 bc, the tribes of the central European urnfield culture were expanding along the principal river routes, giving rise to such major groupings as the Celts and the Slavs, as well as Italic-speakers and Illyrians. 
In northern Italy the Villanovan Culture (about 1000-700 bc) became of major importance, and the similar Hallstatt Culture (8th century bc to 5th century bc) spread with the Celts through much of western Europe between the 7th and 4th centuries bc. 
The Celts were also identified with the La Tène Culture (450?-58 bc), which owed much to the Hallstatt. 
The Germanic Peoples began to expand from southern Scandinavia and the Baltic by 500 bc.
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Supremacy of Greece 
By 800 bc Greek civilization began to reemerge after the shock of the Dorian
invasion, but in a form different from that of the Mycenaean one. 
This was due in considerable degree to the Phoenicians, who had been establishing trading posts in the Mediterranean and spreading elements of Middle Eastern civilization westward. 
From them the Greeks took the Phoenician alphabet, to which they added full vowels. In the 8th century bc the Greek city-states began to expand by means of colonization, especially in southern Italy, and by the following century Hellenic civilization was reaching maturity. Greek colonies had then been founded throughout the Mediterranean region, and the growth of trade among these settlements and with other peoples resulted in the spread of Greek culture. 
Most of these new Greek cities, although virtually independent, were bound by a common culture. They were aware of their Hellenic heritage and considered other peoples barbarians. 
Most ethnic groups in the western Mediterranean, including the Etruscans, who had supplanted the Villanovans, eagerly adopted an overlay of Greek culture. Most major urban centers in the area, Greek or not, progressed from monarchies to aristocracies to commercial oligarchies (plutocracies).
By the 5th century bc some Greek centers, such as Athens, had developed into democracies. 
At that time Greece came to be threatened by the expanding Persian Empire, founded in the previous century. All of Asia Minor was soon conquered by the Persians, and in 490 bc they attacked Greece. After the Persians had been decisively repelled (479 bc), democratic Athens emerged as the major power in the Greek world. 
An Athenian empire was established in the Aegean, hastening the economic and cultural integration of the region, and the 5th century bc became the golden age of classical Greek civilization. 
Athenian expansionist policies and old economic and political rivalries, however, caused the suicidal Peloponnesian War (431-404 bc), in which much of Greece was devastated, and wars among the Greek cities continued in the following century.
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Macedonia
Macedonia, to the north of Greece, had not originally been part of the Greek world. By the 4th 
century bc, however, its ruling class had become Hellenized. Under Philip II, Macedonia conquered much of Greece, and his son, Alexander the Great, added the Persian Empire to these realms. 
After suppressing domestic rebellions in 336 bc, Alexander led an extended military expedition 

against the Persians. He regularly defeated them and opened nearly all of the Persian Empire to the Macedonians. After capturing Babylon, Sūsa, and Persepolis, Alexander continued to India, reaching the Hyphasis River before returning to Babylon to administer his vast empire

After Alexander’s death, his successors divided the empire, with the result that the centers of 
power during the following period (known as Hellenistic) shifted to such cities as:


1. Alexandria in Egypt 

2. Antioch in Syria. 
Both Macedonia and Greece were ultimately conquered by Rome during the 2nd century bc.
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Rise of Rome 
Roman Empire, AD 117 
In terms of the vastness of territory, Rome reached its zenith under the rule of Trajan, an Antonine ruler, 
conquered Dacia (part of modern-day Romania and Hungary) and Arabia, and won several important victories in Parthia (Iran). 

Unlike Greece, Italy in the early Iron Age was fragmented among many ethnic and linguistic 
groups.
Grafted onto earlier Neolithic cultures were several groups of Indo-Europeans who infiltrated 
northern Italy late in the 2nd millennium bc and subsequently spread through the peninsula. 
The most numerous of these groups was the Italic. 
=A major Iron Age culture, that of the Villanovans, developed in the north and had an 
impact on surrounding regions. 
Probably during the 10th century bc the Etruscans, or at least their ruling class, migrated from 
Asia Minor. 
They settled in central and northern Italy and created a composite civilization 
consisting of Villanovan and eastern elements. To this was added a thick overlay of Greek civilization, including the alphabet, absorbed from the Greek colonies in the south.

About this time—the traditional date is 753 bc—Rome was founded on the Tiber River. 
The Romans were a Latin people belonging to the Italic group. At first a primitive village, 
Rome was occupied and civilized by the Etruscans until the end of the 6th century bc. 
After that the Romans began a conquest of the surrounding area, and by the early 4th century 
bc they had taken the important Etruscan city of Veii. 
After a temporary setback caused by invading Gauls (a tribe of the Celts), the Romans 
continued to absorb large parts of Italy; by the beginning of the 3rd century bc most of central and northern Italy had become Roman. 
Unlike the Greeks, the Romans tied together their domains by roads and granted full or partial citizenship to settlements outside Rome, a policy that eventually led to a more or less uniform language (Latin) and culture.
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Further Expansion 
1st-century-ad Greek biographer and essayist Plutarch told how the Roman statesman and general Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus, known as Pompey the Great, rid the Mediterranean Sea of pirates during the 1st century bc. According to Plutarch, the power of the pirates, originating in the region of Cilicia (in what is now southern Turkey), was so great that they were a “reproach” to Roman supremacy. Plutarch’s short biographies of notable Greek and Roman figures, known collectively as Plutarch's Lives, are renowned not only for their portraits of ancient life, but also for their study of character and their moral analyses.  

In the so-called Pyrrhic War (280-271 bc) Rome gained control of Greek southern Italy and, 
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by absorbing that area, became partly Hellenized. 
The conquest put Rome in direct rivalry with Carthage, an old Phoenician colony in NorthAfrica, for control of the western Mediterranean.

Hannibal 
Ensuing wars with Carthage (see Punic Wars) gained Rome: 
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2. Corsica 
3. Sardinia  
4. Spain 
5. North Africa 
By the middle of the 2nd century bc Carthage had been 
eliminated, and Rome had gained control over Macedonia and Greece. The Mediterranean could be correctly called a Roman lake. The Romans cleared the seas of pirates and spread roads throughout the region, making communications easy and fostering cultural unity. 
This Romano-Hellenistic cultural amalgam was bilingual, with Latin dominant in the West and Greek in the East.
**Without subjugation to some source of authority, people revert to selfishness and ease and, thereby, become a burden to civilization (relationships). 
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The Roman Empire
Augustus, the first ruler of Rome after it became an empire, restored civil order, peace, and prosperity to a 
Rome that had suffered several decades of civil wars following the assassination of Julius Caesar. Born Gaius Octavius and adopted by Caesar, he was given the name Augustus, which means “consecrated,” by the senate after he avenged Caesar’s death and consolidated his power. He later received the title, imperator, from which was derived the word “emperor.”  

After a period of civil wars and strife, Rome was transformed from a republic to an empire under Emperor 
Augustus around the beginning of the Christian era. During the following 200 years the level of prosperity in the Mediterranean reached a high point that in many ways was not equaled again for a millennium and a half. The Roman Empire assimilated many groups of people into its civilization; moreover, in ad 212 nearly every freeborn man within its confines became a Roman citizen. 
Such a concept of universal citizenship was unique in the ancient world. Beyond the borders of the empire certain elements of Greco-Roman culture also influenced Celtic and Germanic tribes.

The 3rd century ad was a time of dissolution, after which Emperor Diocletian reconstituted the empire. 
Many of his economic and social reforms anticipated the Middle Ages, and his administrative changes ended the primacy of Italy. 
Under Constantine the Great in the 4th century, Constantinople (see İstanbul) replaced Rome as the capital, and Christianity was—in effect, if not officially—made the state religion. 
After the Western Roman Empire fell to invading Germanic groups in the 5th century, giving place to a series of Germanic kingdoms, the church in many ways preserved the Roman heritage. 
So thorough had been the Romanization of the empire that to this day languages of Latin derivation are spoken in France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, parts of Switzerland, and Romania.
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The Great Migrations 
As civilization was being consolidated in the Mediterranean region, great changes were taking place elsewhere in  

Europe. 
The Bronze and Iron Age cultures of the outer regions consisted mainly of pastoral and 
agricultural communities, much less stable than the Greco-Roman settlements. 
Migrations from poorer to richer areas were continuous, and the movement of one  

people or tribe in turn dislocated other peoples, often causing chain reactions. 
The prime movers in these changes during the last centuries bc and the first centuries ad 
were the Germanic tribes. These peoples had occupied parts of southern 
Scandinavia and northern Germany at the end of the Bronze Age. 
During the Iron Age they began to migrate southward, perhaps because of a deteriorating climate. 
In the 2nd century bc two Germanic tribes, the Cimbri and Teutons, reached what is now Provence, but they were eventually repelled by the Romans. 
The Suevi were more successful and occupied part of modern Germany. 
The Celtic tribes of that region were pushed westward to be conquered many years later by the Romans under Julius Caesar. 
Roman expansion into Germanic territories was permanently halted in ad 9, when Germanic troops under Arminius (Hermann) smashed the Roman legions at the Teutoburg Forest. 
Consequently, Rome occupied only a buffer zone east of the Rhine and north of the Danube. 
By ad 150 migrations and consequent dislocations of peoples again intensified, threatening the imperial borders.
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 Rome continued:
Emperor Marcus Aurelius successfully battled the Marcomanni and Quadi, as well as the non-
Germanic Iazyges, and it is indicative of the period that he spent most of his reign 
fighting invading tribes. 
By the beginning of the 3rd century ad the Alamanni had penetrated to the northern Roman frontier, and in the east the Goths began their infiltration of the Balkan Peninsula. After their defeat by imperial troops, the Goths were made mercenaries of Rome.

During the second half of the 3rd century, Germanic groups, including the Franks, entered the 
empire. 
Great efforts were then made to strengthen internal defenses. Under Emperor Aurelian Rome 
itself was surrounded by a wall, Dacia was abandoned, and more and more Germanic mercenaries were recruited to fight for the Romans. 
Rome weathered the crisis of the 3rd century only by means of Diocletian’s restructuring of the empire, which was done primarily to deal with the Germanic tribes more efficiently. 
After the middle of the 4th century the situation appeared to be under control, but then a new people, the Huns, invaded Europe from Central Asia and caused a new series of chain reactions. 
The Goths were pushed into the Balkans, where they defeated the Romans at Adrianople in 378. 
In 410 the Visigoths under Alaric sacked Rome itself, sending shock waves throughout the empire. 
Shortly afterward the Vandals penetrated to Roman North Africa and established a kingdom there. 
The Huns under Attila were finally defeated by a Roman-led Visigoth army in 451, 
but four years later Rome was sacked again—this time by the Vandals. 
Britain, Gaul, and Spain were by now occupied by Germanic tribes. 
The end for the Western Empire came in 476, 
when Germanic mercenaries in Italy deposed Emperor Romulus Augustulus

 made their chief, Odoacer, king of Italy.
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Early Middle Ages 

When Romulus Augustulus was deposed in 476, he had no designated heir, 
and when Zeno, the Eastern emperor, was told that there was no immediate reason to appoint a 
successor, the suggestion seemed reasonable. 
In law, in theory, and in people’s hearts the empire was indivisible and unconquerable. 
Many emperors’ reigns had been short, many had ended violently, and the belligerent Germanic peoples had 
been a fact of Roman political life for more than a century. 
No one at the time could have known that Romulus Augustulus, who ironically bore the 
name of Rome’s legendary founder, was to be the last Roman emperor in the West and that an age had 
come to an end.

The Roman-Germanic Conflict 

Cultural Exchange in Early Medieval Europe 
In this essay, Karen Jolly argues that the cultural exchange between Roman Christian traditions and Celts, Germanic migrants, Scandinavians, and Hungarians helped strengthen Europe in the Early Middle Ages, allowing the region to remain dynamic and influential after 1000. 

At the close of the 4th century 
the Germanic peoples to the north and east of the Roman Empire had begun to move west and south. 
The Romans called them barbarians, but they were by no means savages. 
They lived primarily an agricultural and pastoral life, and like all pastoral peoples, they had a long history of 
migrations.

In face of the Germanic migration, Rome, troubled with serious economic dislocation, pursued 
a policy of pragmatic accommodation. 
Much land, which the overextended empire could well afford to lose, was immediately 
given up to them, but the emperors were determined to defend vital strategic points, such as the Mediterranean seaports, on which southern Europe was dependent for its lifeblood of African grain.
By the mid-5th century, however, 
the Germanic groups were in political control of the Western Empire: 
1. Gaul came under the sway of the Franks in the early 5th century 
2. Italy had become a Gothic kingdom at the invitation of the emperor 
3. The Visigoths held Spain by 507 

4. The Vandals had conquered the agriculturally rich provinces of North    

Africa by 428.

The Germanic tribes wanted land and treasure, but they also wanted to live as Romans, and what is conventionally thought of as the barbarization of the Western Empire should just as firmly be considered the Romanization of the barbarians. 
The essential conflict between the two peoples was religious:
The western Germans were:       pagans who worshiped a pantheon of sky gods and nature deities.
The eastern Germans :               had already been converted to Christianity by the intense missionary activity 
of Bishop Ulfilas, a follower of the doctrine of Arianism: which maintained that Christ was fully human and not divine by nature. 
In 380 this doctrine was condemned as heretical. 
Thus, it was less as enemies of Roman political control than as bearers of a rival version of 
Christianity that----------- the Germanic peoples were hated and feared.

The Origins of Church Power 

Europe and the Byzantine Empire 
As the political authority of Rome disintegrated, the bishops of the Roman Catholic church 
stood firm for what they saw as the truth and the ancient order. 
The only representative of that order in Rome was no longer the emperor or the senate but the pope, 
holder of the chair of St. Peter. 
What remained of Roman authority became centered in Constantinople. 
The Roman Empire had become transformed into the Byzantine Empire.  

The religious opposition to the Arian and pagan invaders 
gave a new meaning to the church and papacy during this period. 
Church governance had been organized much like the Roman provincial administration: 
Control was in the hands of independent local bishops. 
Three bishops, however—located at
 Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome

held positions comparable to those of provincial governors, supervising not only their own cities’ congregations but also those of the neighboring territories. 
The three were figures of great prestige, and each was granted the honorific title of pope (“father”). 
The pope at Rome had the additional claim to prestige of being the direct heir of Saint Peter, who was considered the first bishop of Rome. 
***It was due, initially, to a series of activist Roman popes that the papacy grew in influence, but even more important was the compromise, paralysis, and ultimate collapse of Roman government in the West. 
Once again…

As political authority disintegrated, the bishops stood firm for what they saw as the truth and the ancient order, and the only representative of that order in Rome was no longer the emperor or the Senate but the pope, holder of the chair of Saint Peter.

The Byzantine Empire 

The Byzantine Empire evolved from the Roman Empire’s eastern territories after the Roman 
Empire’s western regions fell in the 5th century. 
Initial harmony between the church and state fortified the early empire (4th-6th centuries). 
A Roman emperor still reigned in the East, however, and his successors would continue to rule 
for another thousand years. 
Constantinople was now the ruling city of the Roman provinces of the eastern Mediterranean, even though the empire was so transformed in its character that modern historians have called it Byzantine rather than Roman.

The essential elements of Byzantinism were all present in the reign of the great 6th-century 
emperor Justinian. 
The tendency throughout Roman history of the empire to become a military 
autocracy was decisively broken during his reign. 
The government became entirely professional and civilian, centered on the palace and, most important, on the emperor himself. 
Roman law was codified into a systematic digest. 
Finance and tax collection were centralized. 
Justinian’s religious policy also contributed to centralization. 
In an age of intense religious conflict and questioning of doctrine, the Byzantine Roman Empire became the Orthodox empire, 
and the religion of the emperor became the official state religion.

In the early years of his reign, Justinian embarked on the attempt to reconquer the Arian West. 
The Vandal kingdom of Africa fell quickly, as did Visigothic Spain and much of Italy. 
Under continual pressure from Sassanid Persia, however, the empire lost its military hold on 
Spain, which reemerged as a Visigothic kingdom, now entirely Byzantine in culture and political organization. 
In Italy, the imperial forces withdrew to the Adriatic stronghold of Ravenna and to Sicily, 
leaving the rest of the peninsula to the invading Lombards. 
The Balkans were entirely overrun by Avars and Slavic Peoples.

***In effect, Justinian’s western conquests gave medieval Europe its characteristic cultural pattern. 
The Mediterranean coast and Spain 


became severed from the economically and culturally underdeveloped north. 
They were now in effect part of the Middle East, a development consummated in the 7th century, 
when North Africa, Spain, and parts of southern France fell to Muslim armies.

The Rise of the Franks 

A group of western German tribes called the Franks dominated European history in the north from:

 the 5th through the 9th century. 
Unlike the eastern Germans, the Franks were converted from their ancient paganism directly to Catholic 
Christianity, without an intervening period of Arianism. 
The conversion began decisively for the Salian Franks after their warrior chief, Clovis, was 
baptized as a Christian, along with many of his followers, in 496. 
Clovis, a descendant of Merovech or Merowig (reigned 448-458) and thus part of the sacrosanct 
ruling family of the Salian Franks, was the first king of the Merovingian dynasty. 
Through his many military victories against other peoples and the success of a long series of 
complex family vendettas characteristic of Frankish culture, he 
became supreme ruler of all the Franks.

At Clovis’s death, under the customary law of the Salian Franks, the lands under his control 
were divided among his four sons. They would, in turn, leave their lands to whatever male heirs they had, 
So, the whole era of Merovingian rule was characterized by alternate periods of fragmentation and 
consolidation, depending on the numbers and abilities of the sons.

The era came to an end in the 8th century. 
The last Merovingian kings have won from history the name of rois fainéants (“slothful kings”).
Power was more and more to be found in the office of palace mayor and not in the hands of the king himself, 
until in 751, King Childeric III and his only son were imprisoned. 
Their long hair (symbolic among their people of royalty) was shorn,  
The Arnulfing palace mayor, Pepin, son of the great warrior Charles Martel, proclaimed himself king of the Franks, the first of the Carolingians to assume the royal title.
The Carolingian coup d’état would never have occurred without the active intervention of the pope. 
In a series of letters written in the 740’s between Pepin and the pope, 
Pepin inquired about the propriety of his own state, where all power was not in the hands of the 
monarch,
The pope responded by citing the biblical precedent of David, anointed by the prophet Samuel 
while King Saul was still alive. 
The pope, moreover, followed the precedent and anointed Pepin, as he would continue to anoint his descendants, in a ritual of royal consecration.

Charlemagne 

Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, 
was among the greatest of military leaders in the Middle Ages. 
He conquered much of western and central Europe. 
As king, Charlemagne revived the political and cultural life that had disappeared with the fall of the Western Roman Empire 4 hundred years before.  

The greatest of the Carolingian kings was Charlemagne, even in his own time a figure of myth and legend. 
His reign marked the culmination of Frankish development. 
Under his rule the Franks, by a series of military conquests, became: 
1.  Masters of the West  
2.  Guarantors of papal power in Italy. 
He defeated:

1. he Lombards in Italy, 

2. the Frisians in the north, 
3. the Saxons in the east, 
4. annexed the duchy of Bavaria,  
5. pushed the Moors out of southern France. 
He proceeded to consolidate his power over this vast territory by:

 Tying members of the landholding class to one another and to himself by special oaths of 
loyalty, which at times were rewarded by grants of land from newly conquered territory. 
This policy—the first major example of the growing ties of personal dependence connected with 
political power called feudalism—not only gave Charlemagne a ready supply of warriors but also helped make him, as it were, omnipresent in his own territory. 
The vassals of the king, his closest dependents, and their vassals in turn became surrogates of the king himself.

Charlemagne’s Mission 

Inseparable from military and political consolidation was: 

The growth of Charlemagne’s sense of Christian mission. 
He founded monastic houses in border territories. 
These served as pioneer establishments, bringing forests and marshlands under 
cultivation and Christian control. 
They also provided centers for missionary and educational activity, for the expansion of 
Christianity required a trained clergy, a standardized rite, and the production of useful books. 
The key was education, and the practical work of founding and staffing monastic and cathedral schools 
demanded outside help. 
Charlemagne found it in Rome and in the Lombard lands of Italy, where the ancient educational traditions had never entirely died. 
The major contribution to the Carolingian educational reform was Anglo-Irish, however, for the great monastic houses of England and Ireland were rich in books and skill, and Charlemagne’s foremost adviser was English scholar Alcuin.

As a result, the kingdom of the Franks,
= integrated Europe in territory and culture as it had not been since the Roman Empire. 
On Christmas day in the year 800, Charlemagne went to mass in Saint Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. 
As he rose from prayer—so the story goes—the pope placed a crown on his head, adored him, and he was acclaimed as imperator et augustus by the people. 
Charlemagne was thus crowned emperor not merely of the Franks but of Rome. The power of the new state (which came to be called the Holy Roman Empire), the organization of the church, the ancient traditions of Rome—all had become indistinguishable.

New Invasions
The last years of Charlemagne’s reign were marked by political tensions that continued into the 
reigns of his descendants. 
Europe during the later 9th and 10th centuries was a scene of renewed political disintegration and one more series of cataclysmic invasions, this time from the Scandinavian Vikings out of the north and the Asian Magyars west across the Danube plains. 
Borderlands were withdrawn from cultivation, trade was disrupted, and travel even over short 
distances became dangerous.

Throughout this period several important tendencies are discernible. 
Europe experienced another great wave of political fragmentation, and if the forces of political 
centralization were weak, the same cannot be said for the power of local landholding 
families. 
This was also the time of ascendancy of the Benedictine monastic houses, themselves great landholders 
embedded in the network of feudal alliances. 
Finally, the papacy became a secular power in its own right, exercising direct political control of much of central 
and northern Italy. 
It gradually elaborated the machinery of central authority over the regional churches and monastic houses, and, 
by expanded diplomacy and, above all, by the administration of justice, it also accumulated substantial secular and political power throughout Europe.

High and Late Middle Ages 

By the year 1050, Europe was entering a period of great and rapid transformation. 
The conditions of material life that produced the transformation are not yet well understood, 
although the following may be noted with certainty: 
The long period of Germanic and Asian migrations had come to a definite end, and Europe 
enjoyed a continuity of settled population; a population expansion of striking proportions 
had begun and was to continue. 
Town life, which had never entirely ceased during the 
previous centuries, experienced remarkable growth and development, thereby breaking the tendency of the medieval farm toward economic self-sufficiency. 
Trade and commerce, particularly in the Mediterranean lands of Italy and southern France and in the Low Countries, increased in quantity, regularity, and extent.

Intellectual Growth and Ferment 

The concept of courtly love developed among the aristocratic classes of Europe during the late-
1100s. 
In courtly love, a man passionately devoted himself to a lady who was married or engaged to 
another man. 
Because medieval marriages often consisted of little more than business contracts, courtly love 
functioned as the only true romance in the lives of many Europeans. 

As the European economy grew more complex, social and political institutions became equally 
intricate. In every branch of public affairs—municipal governance, the administration of justice, the regulation of trade, and the development of educational institutions necessary to provide the personnel for such administration and regulation—a similar pattern of increasing complexity and growth appeared.

The new imperatives of this complex social life produced an intellectual ferment unprecedented 
in European history. The ferment, present in all spheres of inquiry, has come to be known as the renaissance of the 12th century. 
Both ecclesiastical and secular laws were systematized, commented upon, and questioned as had never been necessary before. Rhetoric and logic became objects of inquiry in their own right and led to investigations of the long-dormant classical tradition. Theological doctrine was explored, giving rise to new methods of inquiry.

Gothic Architecture 
Architecture reached a new peak in Europe during the 12th century with the development of 
the Gothic style. The main features of this style were the pointed arch and vault, flying buttresses, delicate tracery, and the distinctive rose window made of stained glass.  

Above all, western Europeans began to think of themselves in new ways, a change 
reflected by innovations in the creative arts. In literature the love lyric and the courtly romance appeared in the emergent vernacular languages, and a brilliant resurgence of writing in Latin took place. Painting and sculpture devoted new attention to the natural world and made an unprecedented attempt to represent extremes of emotion and experience. Architecture flourished with the construction, along frequently traveled pilgrimage routes, of churches in a style that combined Roman materials and techniques with an entirely new aesthetic.
Far-reaching changes also took place in spiritual life. In the 12th century new religious orders 
were established, such as the Cistercians, who attempted to purify the traditions of Benedictine monasticism, and the orders of mendicant friars, which attempted to adjust the monastic ideal to the new urban life. 
Common to them all was a new sense of individual piety, based not on ritual but rather on emotional identification with the suffering Christ. Similar in spirit was the growth of the cult of the Virgin Mary, a figure relatively unimportant in the Christianity of earlier centuries. Thus, throughout the period, people began to assert their primacy as individuals with significant inner lives.

Political Developments 

At the same time people began to identify themselves as members of larger and more abstract 
groups and communities of interest than kin and neighborhood (Nations and Nationalism) 
The political events of the period were intimately connected with these new identifications.

One of the major events was the rapid rise to power of the Normans. 
1.  Descendants of Vikings who settled in northern France during the 9th and 10th centuries 

2.  Became feudal retainers of the king of France, the Normans burst onto the scene of 
European history in 1066, when they conquered England under Duke William of Normandy. 
William secured his conquest by a program of extensive resettlement; the French-
speaking Normans became the ruling class of England, tied to William by land grants and feudal obligations. 
This thorough political feudalization and the imposition of other Norman institutions brought England into the mainstream of continental political and social development. 
That the duke of Normandy, a feudal dependent of the king of France, was now also king of England, thus becoming his equal in status and his superior in strength, illustrates the growing complexity of the European world.
 Political conflict, and with it the idea of the state as an autonomous institution, was inevitable.

In the Germanic and Italian territories of the Holy Roman Empire, the new activity of the 
papacy as a real governing body came into conflict with the power of the emperor in a tangle of issues collectively known as the investiture controversy. 
Throughout the early periods of the empire no strict separation had been made in theory or reality between the ecclesiastical and political realms. 
From the moment of the historic alliance of the Carolingians with the pope, the emperor 
was considered not solely a secular figure. Similarly, the bishops, princes of the church, were secular powers in their own right, advisers and feudal retainers of kings and emperors. 
It was thus unquestioned that the secular power should play a part in the selection of bishops and be an active presence in episcopal coronation or investiture. The struggle broke out precisely over this practice, as Pope Gregory VII declared the primacy of the church in the choice and consecration of its own officials.

The most important result of the controversy was that it called into question all relations 
between church and state. 
In theology, law, and political theory, the state, as a secular entity, was critically examined, 
as was the church, not only as the community of Christian worshipers but also as an administrative aristocracy of bishops in the service of the pope. The monarchical church became. 
By the end of the 12th century, a single great European political power alongside the diverse emergent secular states.
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