Modern humans 




Homo sapiens 
Paleolithic Era 




Old Stone Age 
Hunters and gatherers 



Left behind notable examples of art 

Pleistocene Epoch



The most recent of the Ice Ages 

Neolithic 




New Stone Age
huge stone monuments 



Megaliths  
Crete 





The first major civilization in Bronze Age Europe

Minoan Culture 




King Minos
Aegean





Greek Sea
Mycenaeans 




Warrior Greeks



Britain





Exporters of tin 
Greek Dark Age 




Most people lost the ability to write

Iron Age 




Greeks learned to fashion tools and weapons of iron
The introduction of iron in Europe 


Around 1100 bc  
Knowledge of smelting iron 


Came from the Hittites 
corrodes more quickly than bronze


Iron 

In late Bronze Age Europe 



The population had begun to increase rapidly. 
Germanic Peoples began to expand from 

Southern Scandinavia and the Baltic by 500 bc.
Phoenician trading posts in the Mediterranean 
Spread elements of Middle Eastern civilization westward. 

Phoenician alphabet 



Adopted and modified by Greeks
Etruscans 




Supplanted the Villanovans 

Plutocracies




Oligarchies
Persian Empire attacked Greece. 


490 bc
5th century bc  




The golden age of classical Greek civilization. 

Peloponnesian War 



431-404 bc
Philip II 





Macedonian, conquered much of Greece

Hellenized




Becoming “Greeklike” 
Alexander the Great



Died in 323 bc. 

Alexandria in Egypt 



Named for the conqueror
Macedonia and Greece   



Conquered by Rome during the 2nd century bc.

Rome reached its zenith under his rule 

Trajan
Dacia 





Part of modern-day Romania and Hungary 
Parthia 





Iran 

A major Iron Age culture 



The Villanovans 

10th century bc the Etruscans


Migrated from Asia Minor. 

753 bc





Rome was founded 
Tiber River




Major Roman waterway  

Etruscan city 




Veii. 

Gauls 





A tribe of the Celts 

Romans 





Tied together their domains with roads
1st-century-ad Greek biographer and essayist 

Plutarch  
Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus 



Pompey the Great 

Pyrrhic War of 280-271 bc 



Rome gained control of Greek southern Italy 

Carthage 




An old Phoenician colony in NorthAfrica
Hannibal





Carthaginian General, made it to the gates of Rome itself 

Roman wars with Carthage 



Punic Wars 

Without subjugation to some source of authority 
People become a burden to civilization
Augustus




Gaius Octavius

Julius Caesar




March 15th

Augustus




Means “consecrated” 
imperator 




Emperor   

Rome was transformed from 


A republic to an empire

The Roman Empire 



Assimilated many groups of people into its civilization 

The 3rd century ad 



Was a time of dissolution
Emperor Diocletian 




Reconstituted the empire. 

Many of Diocletion’s eforms

 

Anticipated the Middle Ages, and ended the primacy of Italy

Constantine the Great in the 4th century


Made Christianity—in effect, if not officially—the state religion. 

Constantinople 





Replaced Rome as the capital
After the Western Roman Empire fell  


The church in many ways preserved the Roman heritage. 

Languages of Latin derivation are spoken in 


France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, parts of Switzerland, and Romania.

Bronze & Iron Age cultures of the outer regions 

Consisted mainly of pastoral and agricultural communities
Migrations of one people or tribe 



Dislocated other peoples, often causing chain reactions. 
Germanic tribes





Began to migrate southward, perhaps due to a deteriorating climate. 
Two Germanic tribes




The Cimbri and Teutons were repelled by the Romans. 
The Suevi 





Occupied part of modern Germany. 
Celtic tribes were pushed westward



Conquered many years later by the Romans under Julius Caesar. 
Arminius (Hermann) 




Smashed the Roman legions at the Teutoburg Forest. 
By ad 150, migration of peoples

  

Threatened Roman imperial borders.
Emperor Marcus Aurelius 



Spent most of his reign fighting invading tribes. 
Defeated Goths
 



Were made mercenaries of Rome.

Germanic group 




The Franks 
Diocletian restructured the empire 



Primarily to deal with the Germanic tribes more efficiently. 
The Huns 





Invaded Europe from Central Asia & caused a new series of chain reactions 
The Goths 





Defeated the Romans at Adrianople in 378. 
In 410 the Visigoths sacked Rome itself


Alaric 
After Alaric sacked Rome, the Vandals  


Established a kingdom in North Africa. 
The Huns under Attila 




Defeated by a Roman-led Visigoth army in ad 451   
The end for the Western Empire  



ad 476 
Germanic mercenaries under Odoacer 


Deposed Emperor Romulus Augustulus
Zeno






Emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire
Romulus Augustulus who ironically bore 


The last Roman emperor in the West 

In face of the Germanic migration 



Rome pursued a policy of pragmatic accommodation. 
Southern Europe was dependent on



African grain
Gaul came under the sway of the 



Franks in the early 5th century 
Italy became 





A Gothic kingdom at the invitation of the emperor 
The Visigoths held 




Spain by 507 

The Vandals conquered 




The agricultural provinces of North Africa by 428
The Germanic tribes wanted 



Land and treasure, but they also wanted to live as Romans
The barbarization of the Western Empire 


Should be considered the Romanization of the barbarians. 

The western Germans were       



Worshiped a pantheon of sky gods and nature deities.
The eastern Germans   




had converted to Christianity by Bishop Ulfilas 
The doctrine of Arianism 




maintained that Christ was fully human and not divine 
In 380 Arianism was condemned as 



heretical 
Germanic peoples were hated and feared   


As bearers of a rival version of Christianity
As the authority of Rome disintegrated 


the bishops of the Roman Catholic church stood firm 
The only representative of Rome, in Rome


was the pope, holder of the chair of St. Peter. 
Roman authority became centered in 


Constantinople. 
The Roman Empire transformed into the 


Byzantine Empire.  

The religious opposition to the Arian and pagan invaders 
Gave a new meaning to the church and papacy during this period. 
Church governance was in the hands of 


Independent local bishops 
Three bishops, located at Alexandria, Antioch, and Rome
Held positions comparable to those of provincial governors,  
The three were each granted the honorific title of pope 

Father 
The pope at Rome claimed to be the direct of Saint Peter 
Considered the first bishop of Rome. 
The papacy grew in influence due to  


The collapse of Roman government in the West. 
The Byzantine Empire 




Evolved from the Roman Empire’s eastern territories 
Initial harmony between the church and state 

Fortified the early Byzantine empire (4th-6th centuries) 
Constantinople 





Became the ruling city of the Roman provinces of the eastern Mediterranean The empire was so transformed in its character that 

Modern historians have called it Byzantine rather than Roman.

The great 6th-century Byzantine emperor


Justinian. 
The Byzantine government became entirely 

Professional and civilian 
Justinian





Codified Roman law
Justinian’s religious policy 



The religion of the emperor became the official state religion.

In the early years of his reign 



Justinian embarked on the attempt to reconquer the Arian West 
The Vandal kingdom of Africa fell quickly


As did Visigothic Spain and much of Italy. 
Under continual pressure from Sassanid Persia

the empire lost its military hold on Spain 
The Balkans were entirely overrun by 


Avars and Slavic Peoples

Justinian’s western conquests 



gave medieval Europe its characteristic cultural pattern. 
The Mediterranean coast and Spain 


Became severed from the underdeveloped north. 
in the 7th century




North Africa, Spain, and parts of southern France fell to Muslim armies 

A group of western German tribes



The Franks, dominated European history in the north 5th- 9th century. 
The Franks 





Were converted directly to Catholic Christianity
The Salian Franks warrior chief, 



Clovis, was baptized as a Christian in 496
Clovis was a descendant of 


Merovech or Merowig (reigned 448-458) 
the first king of the Merovingian dynasty

Clovis
At Clovis’s death, under the law of the Salian Franks 
The lands under his control were divided among his four sons. 
Merovingian rule 



The era came to an end in the 8th century. 
The last Merovingian kings 


Rois fainéants (“slothful kings”)
In 751, King Childeric III and his son 

Imprisoned 
Pepin





First of the Carolingians to assume the royal title.
Charles Martel 

`


Father of Pepin
Coup d’état 




A rebellion or takeover 
The pope 




Anointed Pepin in a ritual of royal consecration.

Charlemagne 




Charles the Great, 
One of the greatest of military leaders in the Middle Ages Charlegmagne
Charlemagne revived the political and cultural life 
Had disappeared with the fall of the western Roman Empire 400 yrs. before 
Charlemagne’s reign 



Marked the culmination of Frankish development. 
Charlemagne consolidated his power by

Tying members of the landholding class to himself by special oaths of loyalty
Feudalism first appeared under


Charlemagne
Vassals 





The king’s closest dependents
Charlemagne had a deep sense of 

Christian mission 
Charlemagne found it in Rome  the ancient educational traditions had never entirely died. 
Alcuin 





Charlemagne’s foremost adviser
The kingdom of the Franks,


United Europe in culture as it had not been since the Roman Empire. 
On Christmas day in the year 800 


Charlemagne went to mass in Saint Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. 
During the Holy Roman Empire


The church and state became almost indistinguishable.
Europe during the later 9th and 10th centuries

Invaded by the Scandinavian Vikings and the Asian Magyars 

By the year 1050 




Europe was entering a period of great and rapid transformation. 
Courtly love 




a man devoted himself to a lady who was married or engaged to another man. 
An intellectual explosion 



The renaissance of the 12th century. 
Pointed arches, flying buttresses, and stained glass
Hallmarks of Gothic architecture  
The Normans




Descendants of Vikings in northern France during the 9th & 10th centuries 

Duke William of Normandy  


conquered England in 1066 at the Battle of Hastings
investiture controversy 



The papacy’s conflict with the power of the emperor
Pope Gregory VII 



declared the primacy of the church in the choice of its own officials
Most important result of the Investiture controversy
called into question all relations between church and state
C3  Cultural Unity 

The material and intellectual forces released in the 12th century continued to have an impact throughout the next 200 years. Europe had become a cultural unity, the institutional expression of which was the Christian church. This unity is reflected most clearly in the series of military expeditions, called Crusades, for recapturing Christian holy places in the Middle East from Islam. The Crusades were preached by the church hierarchy and drew support from the new monastic orders, for which the “military pilgrimage” represented the road to individual and collective salvation. The idea of a holy war, however, cut across class lines, attracting the traditional warrior aristocracy as well as peasants and the new classes of artisans and laborers created by the growth of urban society.

Equally important as an expression of Christian cultural unity was the growing intolerance toward non-Christian populations within and on the borders of Europe. Islam, the infidel enemy in faraway Jerusalem, was also the enemy in the Spanish borderlands and in Sicily—and centuries of commerce, both in goods and ideas, came to an end. It was also in this period, from the 12th through the 14th century, that intolerance toward the Jews who had settled throughout Europe became widespread and virulent. Punitive decrees restricting Jewish settlement and occupation coincided with mass outrages and riots against the Jewish population, and the seeds of ideological anti-Semitism were sown: The Jew as an uncanny, demonic creature, involved in international conspiracy and guilty of the ritual murder of Christian children, entered the folklore of European imagination. Finally, the period encompassed a rise of both heresy, an expression of the intellectual and social restlessness of the age, and political and military attempts to destroy it, most notably the Crusade in southern France against the heresy of the Albigenses.

Europe’s cultural unity was thus not free of conflict. On the contrary, it was in a precarious state of equilibrium, and its elements, continuing to develop, inevitably clashed with one another in the next centuries. The towns and cities continued to grow in prosperity and population. In Italy, England, and the Low Countries they began to strive for political self-control. The struggle was particularly fierce in Italy, where the towns were caught between the conflicting political designs of empire and papacy. Internally, they were also wracked by conflict between the various classes and interests. One result was the intensification of political and social thought, now called civil humanism, as people attempted to articulate their own positions.

C4  Rise of National Awareness 

The general struggle for supremacy between church and state became a fixture of European history. Throughout Europe in the 13th and 14th centuries the cultural unity of Christendom was challenged by local, regional, and national interests. This is manifest in the actual increase in power of the king of France and in his collision course with the king of England, his theoretical underling. It is manifest as well in the hope, even in the absence of any potential unifying power, for a united Italy, independent from both pope and emperor and free of civic and territorial strife.

National and regional self-consciousness, civic awareness, the continuing growth of commerce both within Europe and with the East, the extraordinary intellectual and artistic creativity of the Renaissance, and social turmoil were all characteristic of the late Middle Ages. Even the catastrophic appearance of the black plague in the mid-14th century and its periodic recurrence thereafter did not fundamentally alter these trends.

No single event can put the restlessness of this period into better perspective than the first voyage of Christopher Columbus in the next century. Spurred on by national rivalry and commercial interest in opening new trade routes to the East, the Spanish monarchy sponsored the speculation of an Italian navigator-merchant. The result was unexpected. A new world lay to the west. Horizons were widening, and the material and physical world had become an object of curiosity in its own right. Europe was to be a player on a larger stage.

D  Early Modern Times 

The century and a half between the new European contact with America and the end of the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) was an age of transition and intellectual tension. After 1648, religion continued to be important in European history, but the priority of secular concerns was never again in doubt. Because this epochal transvaluation left unrest and uncertainty in its wake, the peoples of Europe exhibited a profound ambivalence; no longer medieval, they were not yet modern.

D1  The Dawn of a New Age 

 sidebar 

FROM THE POINTS OF THE COMPASS  

The Pathfinder of the East 

In 1497 Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama set sail to chart the first sea passage to India. Although successful, he suffered great hardship. Many of his crew got scurvy, a disease caused by a lack of vitamin C that was the scourge of sailors until 1795 when lime juice was first used to prevent it. Violent storms and Gama’s own volatile temper further tested his crew. Some historians say even mutiny was attempted to put an end to Gama’s explorations. But Vasco da Gama returned to Portugal in 1499 triumphant, having written his own piece of history. 
This ambivalence was manifest in those who in the late 15th century began to explore the lands that lay beyond Europe’s shores. Insofar as they were inspired by religious zeal, captains such as Vasco da Gama, Christopher Columbus, and Ferdinand Magellan made possible a vast missionary effort. Motivated by acquisitiveness as well, they contributed to a commercial revolution and the development of capitalism. As the principal sponsors of the earliest voyages, Portugal and Spain were the first to reap an economic harvest. Although the vast quantity of silver that poured into Spain from the Americas contributed to a “price revolution” (rapid devaluation of money and long-term inflation), it served initially to place extraordinary power in the hands of King Philip II. Heir to the Habsburg domains in western Europe and the Americas, Philip was also the self-appointed defender of the Roman Catholic faith. He opposed the ambitions of the Ottoman Empire in the Mediterranean not only because the Turks were imperial competitors but also because they were Muslim infidels. Similarly, his campaigns against the Netherlands and England were at once imperial and religious, his enemies in both cases being Protestants.

 sidebar 

FROM THE POINTS OF THE COMPASS  

Magellan 

During the Age of Discovery (the late 15th and early 16th centuries), Spain and Portugal produced a number of explorers whose discoveries of new lands and peoples expanded the horizons—and borders—of these nations. In this June 1976 article from National Geographic, Australian-born mariner Alan Villiers retraced the route of Portuguese-born Spanish explorer Ferdinand Magellan, the first person to circumnavigate the world. 

open sidebar 

D1a  The Reformation 

Martin Luther German theologian and religious reformer Martin Luther precipitated the Protestant Reformation with his publication in 1517 of his Ninety-Five Theses, which detailed the indulgences and excesses of the Roman Catholic church. Luther felt that the essence of Christianity lay not in an elaborate organization headed by the pope, but in each person’s direct communication with God. Luther’s protest set off a flood of departures from the Roman Catholic church and set the stage for further Protestant movements, including Calvinism and Presbyterianism.THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE  

The Protestant Reformation that Philip detested was begun in 1517, when Martin Luther proposed his Ninety-Five Theses for public debate. In search of personal salvation and offended by what he considered the sale of papal indulgences, the Wittenberg professor had arrived at a position that differed little from that for which Jan Hus (John Huss) had been martyred a century before. Having proclaimed salvation by faith alone, Luther refused to recant even when presented with a bull of excommunication. Despite its religious character, however, Luther’s challenge to the church was entangled with politics. Recognizing the danger of political repercussions, Holy Roman Emperor Charles V placed Luther under imperial ban.

Luther’s break with the church might have remained an isolated event had it not been for the invention of the printing press. Reproduced in large numbers and widely circulated, his writings served as the catalyst for even more radical reform—that of the Anabaptists. In their determination to re-create the atmosphere of primitive Christianity, the Anabaptists were opposed by Roman Catholics and Lutherans alike. Nor could the Reformation be contained geographically; it entered Switzerland when Huldreich Zwingli championed its cause in Zürich. In Geneva, French-born John Calvin published the first great work of Protestant theology, Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536). Just as important, Calvinism proved to be the most politically militant of the Protestant confessions.

Unable to preserve western Christian unity, the Roman Catholic Church did not abandon the field to the Protestants. Although not merely a response to the Protestant challenge, the Counter Reformation represented an effort by the church to reinvigorate the instruments of authority. The Council of Trent (1545-1563) reaffirmed traditional Roman Catholic dogma, denounced ecclesiastical abuses, and established the Inquisition and the Index of Forbidden Books. In the Society of Jesus, founded by Ignatius Loyola, the Counter Reformation could boast of an organization as militant and dedicated as that of any Protestant confession.

D1b  Religious Wars 

John Calvin A major leader in the 16th-century Reformation of the Catholic Church, John Calvin established a new religion with strict codes of belief and behavior. Calvin taught the virtues of faith above good works and advanced the theory of universal priesthood, in which all Christians could practice their religion without the daily guidance of priests. Calvin also established the idea of the “Elect,” a preordained group of people whom God chooses for Salvation. Many European princes and citizens embraced Calvinism, and his ideas spread to other countries and sparked other major Protestant religions.Corbis  

The struggle between Roman Catholics and Protestants could not be confined to the spiritual arena. During the period from 1550 to 1650, protracted religious wars occasioned widespread death and destruction. These religious struggles were, however, inextricably intertwined with political contests that eventually assumed primary importance. In France, bloody civil strife between Roman Catholics and Huguenots (Protestants) dragged on for 30 years until Henry IV was recognized as king in 1593. Placing secular power above religious loyalty, the Protestant Henry converted to Roman Catholicism, the faith recognized by the majority of his subjects. In the Netherlands, Roman Catholic Spain and the Calvinist Dutch provinces fought a long and brutal war (1567-1609) that ended in victory for the latter. Here, religion was closely identified with national aspiration; Dutch leader William of Orange, a Roman Catholic and a Lutheran before becoming a Calvinist, summoned his people above all else to national resistance.

 sidebar 

HISTORIC SPEECHES  

Elizabeth I to the Troops at Tilbury 

In 1588 Queen Elizabeth I of England spoke to her naval troops at the port of Tilbury, located outside of London on the Thames River, before their battles with the Spanish Armada off the English coast. Her personal appearance did much for her popularity, and the defeat of the Spanish fleet was a decisive factor in ensuring England’s naval and imperial supremacy over the following decades. 

open sidebar 

In England, too, the religious struggle was part of a more encompassing effort to ensure national independence from Rome. Under Queen Elizabeth I, reasons of state dictated religious policy; as a result, Protestant administrative autonomy and Roman Catholic ritual were skillfully woven into a fabric of compromise that produced the Church of England. With the aid of treacherous storms (the “Protestant Wind”), Elizabethan England turned back the “Invincible Armada” sent against it by Philip II of Spain in 1588, a victory as much national as it was religious.

The Thirty Years’ War was the last religious and the first modern war. Ignited in Bohemia, where Roman Catholic Habsburgs and Protestant Czechs stood in fierce opposition, the fires of war were fed by Lutheran Denmark and Sweden. Almost from the first, however, the war’s character was ambiguous; although religious passions certainly contributed, the war had by 1635 become a political contest between the Habsburg and Bourbon families, both Roman Catholic. Consistent with the transitional and tension-ridden character of the age, it was Cardinal Richelieu, a prince of the church whose interests were secular, who led the French into the fray. At the end of the war France emerged as the greatest power on the European continent and the prototype of the secular, centralized state.

D2  The Age of Absolutism 

In the aftermath of the Thirty Years’ War, absolutism began to take recognizable form; the secular, centralized state replaced feudal political conceptions and institutions as the instrument of worldly power and influence. Through the efforts of Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin, France had emerged as the first great modern power. In 1661, when Louis XIV assumed control of the country’s affairs, he understood that new territories could be won only by mobilizing the economic and military resources of the entire nation. The series of wars that he visited upon Europe failed to transform his boldest dreams into realities, but the effort itself would have been impossible without the mercantilist economic policies of Jean-Baptiste Colbert and the creation of a large standing army. The vast military and civil bureaucracy that was the inevitable concomitant of Louis’s unbridled territorial ambition soon began to take on a life of its own, and although the king may have believed that he was the state, he had in fact become its first servant. A similar fate overtook the French aristocracy. As feudal diversity fell victim to bureaucratic rationality, aristocrats were obliged to surrender political power to bureaucratic officers called intendants.

D2a  The Centralized State 

Europe 1500-1700 From the feudal states of the Middle Ages, regions of Europe emerged as strong, centralized nations. France led the way after its triumph over England in the Thirty Years’ War in 1648. Through the efforts of Cardinal Richelieu, France emerged as the first great world power.© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.  

Perceiving that power was trump, other European monarchs were quick to emulate French absolutism. Tsar Peter the Great devoted his energies to transforming Russia into a major military power. As part of his program of Westernization he created a standing army and a navy, encouraged the study of Western technology, and insisted that nobility be defined by service to the state. Moreover, he took steps to rationalize government administration. These efforts were crowned with success when Russia defeated Sweden in the Great Northern War (1700-1721). Ensconced in their new capital at Saint Petersburg, Peter and his successors could no longer be left out of Europe’s political equation. Nor could Prussia, where the historical pattern was similar to that of most centralizing states: War and the expansionist impulse dictated the concentration of power, the standardization of administrative procedures, and the creation of a modern standing army.

The price to be paid for failing to centralize power was political decline, as manifested by the histories of Poland and the Ottoman Empire. The persistence of aristocratic independence so weakened Poland that it was finally devoured at three separate feasts (1772, 1793, 1795) by its neighbors Austria, Prussia, and Russia. The Turks, once the feared conquerors of southeastern Europe, were unable to prevent their Janissaries and provincial officials from usurping power that had once belonged to the sultan. As a result, the Ottoman Empire was on its way to becoming the “sick man of Europe” before the end of the 18th century.

Out of the wars that ravaged Europe between 1667 and 1721, a state system emerged that by and large survived until 1914. At the beginning of the period, France stood unchallenged as the greatest military power in Europe; by the second decade of the 18th century, however, England, Austria, Russia, and Prussia were all powers to be reckoned with. Instead of a French imperium, Europe was organized as an equilibrial group of great powers. Balance of power became the fundamental principle of European diplomacy and an effective counter to any aggression that had for its aim continental hegemony.

D2b  The Secular View of the World 

 Secular Vision The new philosophers of the 17th century broke from the religious dogma of the day to explain the workings of the world on a nontheological basis. Sir Francis Bacon and René Descartes believed human beings had the power to reason out the meaning of their own existence. Sir Isaac Newton and Voltaire believed the universe was ruled by natural laws rather than by the direct hand of God. 

Sir Francis Bacon Sir Francis Bacon was the most influential and versatile English writer of the 17th century. Bacon’s range of topics included ethics, philosophy, science, law, history, and politics.Hulton Deutsch 

Expand 

René Descartes The first modern philosopher, René Descartes believed science and mathematics could explain and predict events in the physical world. Descartes developed the Cartesian coordinate system for graphing equations and geometric shapes. Modern maps use a grid system that can be traced back to Cartesian graphing techniques.Hulton Deutsch 

Expand 

Voltaire A philosopher as well as a writer, a wit, and a founder of the Enlightenment, Voltaire believed literature should be a vehicle for social change. His witty writings displayed his aversion to Christianity, which often brought him into conflict with religious and political figures.Culver Pictures 

Expand 

Sir Isaac Newton Isaac Newton’s work represents one of the greatest contributions to science ever made by an individual. Most notably, Newton derived the law of universal gravitation, invented the branch of mathematics called calculus, and performed experiments investigating the nature of light and color.Rex Features, Ltd. 

Expand 

Paralleling the secularization of politics was the secularization of thought. The scientific revolution of the 17th century laid the foundation for a worldview that did not depend on Christian assumptions and categories. Cutting themselves loose from theology, philosophers discovered new allies in science and mathematics. For thinkers such as English philosopher Sir Francis Bacon and French philosopher René Descartes, the destiny of the soul was of less concern than the operation of the natural world. Further, even though Bacon was an empiricist and Descartes a rationalist, both believed that the power of human reason, rightly employed, rendered authority obsolete.

 sidebar 

HISTORIC DOCUMENTS  

From Novum Organum 

English philosopher and statesman Sir Francis Bacon’s philosophical treatise, Novum Organum (1620), is regarded as an important contribution to scientific methodology. In this work Bacon advanced the necessity of experimentation and accurate observation. Writing in aphorisms (concise statements of principle), Bacon outlined four types of false notions or methods that impede the ability to study nature impartially. He labeled these notions the Idols of the Tribe, the Idols of the Cave, the Idols of the Market-place, and the Idols of the Theater. Novum Organum greatly influenced the later empiricists, including English philosopher John Locke. 

open sidebar 

Of the several makers of the modern mind, none was more important or more celebrated than English physicist Sir Isaac Newton, who worked out an all-encompassing mechanical explanation of the universe resting upon the law of universal gravitation. The awe that Newton inspired in the 18th-century philosophes can scarcely be exaggerated. Determined to popularize the scientific worldview and to adapt its methods to the task of social and political criticism, the leaders of the Age of Enlightenment placed the affairs of this world squarely at the center of their work. In the most famous compendium of Enlightenment thought, the Encyclopédie (1751-1772), French philosophers Denis Diderot (the editor), Jean d’Alembert, Voltaire, and others challenged the religious worldview and championed a scientific humanism based on natural law.

D2c  The Philosopher-Kings 

During the second half of the 18th century, the Enlightenment joined hands with absolutism. Inspired by the philosophes, absolute monarchs, such as Frederick the Great of Prussia, Joseph II of Austria, and Catherine the Great of Russia, modeled themselves on the ideal of the philosopher-king, attempting with varying degrees of success to enlist power in the service of the common good. Despite their sincerity, they succeeded in nothing so much as in making absolutism more absolute. At their command, historical particularism continued its retreat before the advance of uniform codes of law and bureaucratic regulations. To be sure, an aristocratic resurgence occurred during the century, but aristocrats owed their new lease on life to their willingness to serve the state. Under the enlightened absolutists, in sum, the centralization of power proceeded apace; in a genuine effort to improve the welfare of their subjects, the enlightened despots insinuated state power more deeply into daily existence.

E  Age of Revolutions 

Toward the end of the 18th century, the concentration of power in the hands of the monarch began to be challenged. European reaction to absolutism was enhanced by the success of the American Revolution (1775-1783), with its resultant republic, and by the rise of the English bourgeoisie concomitant to the Industrial Revolution. This reaction first crystallized in France in 1789 and from there spread throughout the continent in the following century.

E1  The French Revolution 

topic timeline 

French Revolution Topic Timeline 

The French Revolution (1789-1799) comprised a series of events that transformed the political, social, and ideological atmosphere of modern Europe. These events were set in motion when the aristocracy, refusing to be taxed, made it necessary for King Louis XVI to revive the moribund Estates-General in the spring of 1789. Few suspected that this decision would unleash elemental and irresistible forces of discontent. Although they had different ends in view, aristocrats, bourgeois, sans-culottes (the urban poor), and peasants were united in their determination to alter the conditions of their existence. Accompanying this assertion of self-interest was a body of abstract ideas that gave direction to revolutionary energies. In particular, Jean Jacques Rousseau’s doctrine of popular sovereignty inspired the more articulate leaders of the third estate (the common people). When the National Assembly proclaimed the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen in August 1789, it intended to serve notice to the rest of Europe that it had discovered universally valid principles of government.

E1a  The Reign of Terror 

The constitutional monarchy that had evolved by 1791 was as unsatisfactory to the king as it was to the increasingly powerful and vocal faction called Jacobins. In the Legislative Assembly (1791-1792), they and the Girondins, another faction, agitated for a republic at the same time as they engineered a declaration of war against Austria (April 1792). When French forces suffered initial reversals, revolutionary temperatures rose even higher, and in September the newly formed National Convention promptly proclaimed France a republic. On January 21, 1793, Louis XVI was executed, and during the ensuing year and a half, the country was ruled by dictators, whose dreams of moral perfection and hatred of hypocrisy inspired a reign of terror that made the guillotine the symbol of political messianism. The moral fury of the Committee of Public Safety recognized no territorial boundary, and its members prosecuted the escalating war against a coalition of European powers. In part, their success can be attributed to the national conscription that was instituted in August 1793; it demonstrated the awesome military potential of a nation in arms. Eventually, however, fear invaded the committee itself; in July 1794 Maximilien Robespierre, its own leading member, was arrested and executed. During the reaction that followed, the French quickly forgot the “republic of virtue” and welcomed vice almost as a symbol of liberty.

E1b  Napoleon’s Rise to Power 

The much-maligned government of the subsequent Directory (1795-1799) attempted to assimilate the least controversial elements of the revolutionary heritage and to deliver the coup de grace to messianism. Determined to open careers to talent, it made possible the rapid rise to power of General Napoleon Bonaparte. With the connivance of two directors, Napoleon staged a coup d’état in November 1799, ruled as a dictator, and in 1804 crowned himself emperor. A student of the Enlightenment who came of age during the Revolution, Napoleon was the last of the enlightened absolutists. As part of his program to substitute universal reason for particularistic history, he promulgated the Code Napoléon, a uniform system of law, and brought education under national control. As between the revolutionary principles of liberty and equality, he preferred the latter in the knowledge that it could be promoted only by a strong central authority.

E2  The Napoleonic Wars 

In foreign affairs, Napoleon renewed Louis XIV’s expansionism with a firm belief in judiciously selected principles of the Enlightenment. He abolished ancient privileges and imposed equality before the law in the territories—and these included most of continental Europe—that he added to the French Empire by force of arms. In his passion for centralized control, he sacrificed historical complexities to the requirements of administrative convenience, the creation of the Confederation of the Rhine being a case in point.

What Napoleon failed to appreciate was the extent to which larger administrative units and egalitarian reform promoted national consciousness. Just as his success was predicated upon French national enthusiasm, so his fall was hastened by the development of national consciousness in other European peoples. The Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815) differed from those of Louis XIV in that they were not merely between states, but between nation-states. After a series of disasters, above all the campaign in Russia, Napoleon was defeated and European power brought back into better balance; the so-called Hundred Days (1815) that followed his escape from Elba constituted a desperate and hopeless final gamble. With leaders of the Revolution, Napoleon had increased the power of the centralized state and added an explosive mixture of nationalism.

E2a  Liberalism, Nationalism, and Socialism 

After Napoleon’s defeat, the victorious allies assembled in Vienna, bent upon restoring the old order (see Congress of Vienna). Trumpeting the principle of legitimacy, Austrian foreign minister Prince Klemens von Metternich recalled the Bourbons to France, secured Habsburg hegemony in the German- and Italian-speaking areas of central Europe, and forged a general agreement—Concert of Europe—to police the continent. His masterful performance, however, could only be a holding action. French revolutionary ideas conspired with the specter of industrialization and a rapidly growing population to subvert any effort to turn back the clock.

E2b  The Romantics 

Even more ominous, the romantic imagination had been excited by the stirring drama of revolution and war. Rejecting rational calculation and classical restraint, romantics invented an idealized Napoleon and lent to liberalism, socialism, and nationalism an emotive fervor. As heirs of the Enlightenment and representatives of the bourgeoisie, the liberals campaigned for constitutional government, secular education, and a market economy that would liberate the productive forces of capitalism. Their appeal, although real, was limited to a relatively small segment of the population and was soon eclipsed by that of rival ideologies. In part, this was because of their indifference to the increasingly volatile “social question,” to which utopian socialists such as Charles Fourier, Henri de Saint-Simon, and Robert Owen offered provocative, if fanciful, answers. More important, liberalism failed to generate the kind of fanatical enthusiasm that attended the rise of national consciousness. Set in motion by the French Revolution, Napoleon, and the seminal writings of German historian Johann Gottfried von Herder, romantic nationalism outstripped every competing ideology, particularly in the lands that lay east of the Rhine. As Christianity began to lose its hold on individual lives, leaders such as Giuseppe Mazzini in Italy and Adam Mickiewicz in Poland were able to impart to national consciousness a messianic character.

E2c  Revolutions and “Scientific” Socialism 

Metternich’s vigilance notwithstanding, these several ideologies could not be defused, and between 1815 and 1848, Europe was shaken three times by revolutionary eruptions. In 1848 the flames of revolt swept across almost all of Europe, sparing only England and Russia. When the ashes had finally cooled, however, it was clear that romantic revolution had burned itself out. To be sure, Metternich had been driven out of Austria, and France had proclaimed the Second Republic, but the majority of uprisings had failed, and apocalyptic dreams had not become realities. The restoration experiment, however, was at an end. Railroads, industrialization, and a burgeoning urban population were altering Europe’s landscape at the same time that materialistic thinking began to challenge the romantic primacy of poetry and philosophy. “Science” was becoming a shibboleth, the guarantor of inexorable progress. In 1851 London’s Great Exhibition paid homage to the century’s technological achievements. Charles Darwin, despite his vision of a savage nature, promised the “survival of the fittest.” Karl Marx and German revolutionist Friedrich Engels scoffed at utopianism and worked out a “scientific” socialism that was self-certifying.

E2d  Practical Politics 

 sidebar 

INTERVIEWS  

Interview with Prince Otto von Bismarck 

Prussian and German statesman Prince Otto von Bismarck, known as the Iron Chancellor for the strength of his leadership, was the driving force behind the unification of Germany in 1871. British foreign correspondent William Beatty-Kingston interviewed Bismarck in 1890, the year that he was dismissed from his duties as chancellor. In the lush setting of his vast estate at Friedrichsruh, Bismarck discussed radicalism in Russia, social reform, and the European colonization of Africa. Bismarck was optimistic about the chances for continuing peace in Europe and considered war between England and Germany “wildly improbable.” 
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In politics, the torch was passed to adherents of realpolitik (German for “practical politics”). Thus, the liberal, but pragmatic, Count Camillo di Cavour succeeded where Mazzini had failed; he unified Italy by combining skillful diplomacy with the employment of regular armies. Rejecting the uncompromising defiance of Hungarian revolutionary Lajos Kossuth, Hungarian statesman Ferenc Deák negotiated home rule for Hungary within the context of the Habsburg monarchy. In France, Napoleon III forged a modernizing dictatorship that coordinated industrialization, welfare programs, and social discipline. Moreover, in the most important event of the third quarter of the century, Otto von Bismarck unified Germany. Convinced that the great questions of his time could only be decided by “blood and iron,” he used wars against Denmark, Austria, and France to establish the new German nation-state as Europe’s leading power. Nevertheless, even the legendary chancellor, a Prussian patriot indifferent to ideology, was compelled to make concessions to the socialists and the nationalists. His ultimate failure to isolate diplomacy from national passion helped pave the road to World War I (1914-1918).

F  The 20th Century 

For most Europeans, the years from 1871 to 1914 constituted La Belle Epoque (“the beautiful times”). Science had made life more comfortable and secure, representative government had achieved wide acceptance in principle, and continued progress was confidently expected. Proud of their accomplishments and convinced that history had assigned them a civilizing mission, Europe’s powers laid colonial claim to vast territories in Africa and Asia. Some believed, however, that Europe was dancing on a volcano. Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky, German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud, and German sociologist Max Weber cautioned against a facile optimism and dismissed the liberal conception of rational humanity, while artists such as Dutch Vincent van Gogh and Norwegian Edvard Munch explored the darker regions of the human heart. Such forebodings began to seem less eccentric in the light of contemporary challenges to the liberal consensus. A new and virulent strain of anti-Semitism infected the political life of Austria-Hungary, Russia, and France; in the home of the revolution, the Dreyfus affair threatened to bring down the Third Republic. National rivalries were exacerbated by imperial competition, and the nationality problem in the Hungarian half of the Habsburg monarchy intensified as a result of the government’s Magyarization policies and the example German and Italian unifications set for the Slavic peoples.

As the industrial working class grew in number and organized strength, Marxist social-democratic parties pressured European governments to equalize conditions as well as opportunities. In the midst of an increasingly unsettled atmosphere, Emperor William II of Germany dismissed Bismarck in 1890. For two decades the Iron Chancellor had served as Europe’s “honest broker,” juggling with great dexterity a bewildering array of alliances and alignments and thereby maintaining the peace. None of his successors possessed the skill needed to preserve Bismarck’s system, and when the incompetent emperor jettisoned realpolitik in favor of Weltpolitik (imperial politics), England, France, and Russia formed the Triple Entente.

F1  The World Wars 

The German danger, coupled with Russian-Austrian rivalry in the Balkans, created a diplomatic configuration that presented difficulties far too great for the mediocre men who headed European foreign offices on the eve of 1914. When Serbian terrorist Gavrilo Princip assassinated Austrian Archduke Francis Ferdinand on June 28, 1914, he ignited the diplomatic powder keg.

F1a  World War I 

Europe Before and After World War I World War I began in August 1914. The two coalitions fighting were the Allied Powers (Britain, France, Russia, Italy, and others) and the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire). After the Central Powers were defeated in 1918, the two coalitions signed various peace treaties that changed the shape of Europe. This map shows the countries and boundaries of Europe before and after World War I. The countries shown in gray, such as Britain and Norway, are ones whose boundaries did not change after the war.© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

Expand 

The enthusiasm with which the European peoples greeted the outbreak of hostilities during World War I (1914-1918) quickly turned to horror as casualty lists lengthened and limited aims became irrelevant. What had been projected as a brief war between states became a four-year struggle between peoples. When the guns finally did fall silent in the last weeks of 1918, the German, Austrian, and Russian empires had collapsed, and the greater part of a generation of young men lay dead. A portent of things to come was that the principal figure at the Paris Peace Conference (1919) was United States president Woodrow Wilson. Determined to make the world “safe for democracy,” Wilson had led the United States into war with Germany in 1917. As he was issuing a clarion call for a democratic Europe, Vladimir Ilich Lenin, the Bolshevik leader who had seized power in the Russian Revolution of 1917, was summoning the European proletariat to class war and offering to supply the ideological keys to a Communist state. Turning a deaf ear to both prophets of a world transformed, France and England insisted upon a punitive peace, and Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey were obliged to sign treaties that had nothing to do with messianic dreams.

F1b  The Interwar Period 

dynamic timeline 

World War I 

In the wake of the catastrophic war and an influenza epidemic that claimed 20 million lives worldwide, many Europeans believed, with German philosopher Oswald Spengler, that they were witnessing the decline of the West. Signs of hope, to be sure, could still be found; the League of Nations had been created, and the principle of self-determination was said to have triumphed in east central Europe. Russia had rid itself of tsarist autocracy, and imperial Germany had become a republic. The League of Nations exerted little influence, however, and nationalism continued to be a double-edged sword. The creation of nation-states in Central Europe necessarily entailed national minorities, because ethnicity could not be the sole criterion for the construction of defensible frontiers. The tsars had been replaced by Bolsheviks, who refused to recognize the legitimacy of any European government. Most important, perhaps, the Treaty of Versailles, with its war-guilt clause, had wounded German national pride, and Italians were convinced that they had been denied their rightful share of the postwar spoils.

dynamic timeline 

Archduke Francis Ferdinand Assassinated 

Exploiting national discontent and fear of communism, Benito Mussolini established a Fascist dictatorship in 1922 (see Fascism). Although his political doctrine was vague and contradictory, he recognized that in an age of mass politics, a blend of nationalism and socialism possessed the greatest revolutionary potential. In Germany, inflation and depression provided Adolf Hitler with an opportunity to combine the same two revolutionary ideologies. For all his nihilism, Hitler never doubted that the National Socialist German Workers’ party was the promising vehicle for his ambition (see National Socialism). As Lenin’s successor, Joseph Stalin subordinated international to national communism; proclaiming “socialism in one country,” he erected a governmental apparatus that was unrivaled in its pervasiveness.

F1c  World War II 

 sidebar 

HISTORIC SPEECHES  

Churchill: "This Was Their Finest Hour" 

On June 18, 1940, Britain stood at the edge of the shadow of Nazi occupation. France was negotiating the terms of an armistice with Germany, and many people believed that Britain was doomed to fall as well. Prime Minister Winston Churchill addressed the nation to prepare the British people for total war. This speech, given before the House of Commons and then broadcast by radio, is considered by many to be Churchill’s greatest. The closing of the speech appears here. 
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dynamic timeline 

World War II 

In the face of the growing belligerence of these totalitarian states and the confirmed isolationism of the United States, the European democracies found themselves on the defensive. Under the leadership of Neville Chamberlain, England and France adopted a policy of appeasement, which was finally abandoned only after the German invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. As World War II began, the stunning victories of the German armies persuaded almost everyone but Winston Churchill that Hitler’s “new order” was Europe’s destiny. But after 1941, when Hitler ordered an attack on the USSR and the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, the USSR and the United States joined a stubborn England in a concerted effort to compel Germany to surrender unconditionally. The tide turned in 1942 and 1943, and after the Normandy (Normandie) invasion in June 1944, Germany and its remaining allies succumbed in the wake of bitter fighting on two fronts. In the spring of 1945, Hitler committed suicide and a ravaged Germany surrendered to the Allied powers.

F2  The Postwar Era 

 sidebar 

HISTORIC SPEECHES  

"The Sinews of Peace" 

On March 5, 1946, in a speech before Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri, the great English statesman and World War II (1939-1945) leader Winston Churchill intoned his famous warning: “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the Continent.” He coined the phrase iron curtain, still used today, to refer to the tightly controlled border in Europe that separated Western democracies from the Eastern and Central states under the influence of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). To prevent future wars, Churchill called for the establishment of both a strong alliance between Western nations and a “good understanding” with the USSR. 

open sidebar 

In the final days of war, advancing units of the United States and Soviet armies met near the German town of Torgau. This dramatic encounter symbolized the decline of European power and the division of the continent into United States and Soviet spheres of influence. Before long, the tension and suspicion engendered by the geographical proximity of the world’s two superpowers took the form of the Cold War, a test of resolve that was particularly nerve-racking at the dawn of the atomic age.

 sidebar 

HISTORICAL ESSAYS  

Independence in Asia and Africa Following World War II 

Encarta Historical Essays reflect the knowledge and insight of leading historians. This collection of essays is assembled to support the National Standards for World History. In this essay, Alan T. Wood of the University of Washington at Bothell surveys the independence movements that emerged in Asia and Africa during the mid- to late 20th century. 

open sidebar 

F2a  East-West Divisions 

 sidebar 

HISTORIC DOCUMENTS  

The Marshall Plan 

The plan outlined by United States Secretary of State George E. Marshall in this 1947 commencement address at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, was aimed at containing the influence of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). Europe’s postwar economic recovery was, as Marshall outlined it, essential for the stability of the democratic West. Formally known as the European Recovery Program, but more commonly referred to as the Marshall Plan, this program provided for more than $13 billion in aid to European countries. Many historians regard the Marshall Plan as a masterstroke of U.S. resistance to Communist expansion. Herbert S. Parmet 
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Having sustained staggering losses during the war, the USSR was determined to establish a buffer zone in Eastern Europe. Between 1945 and 1948, Soviet-sponsored dictators contrived to seize power in Europe’s war-torn heartland. In Germany, the pivotal arena, the zones of Allied occupation began to harden into political entities; by 1949, West and East German governments had been organized, finalizing the division of the continent. Alarmed by the ruthless imposition of Communist governments in Eastern Europe and by the vulnerability of a Western Europe that lay in economic ruin, U.S. secretary of state George C. Marshall proposed a far-reaching program of aid designed to speed European recovery (see European Recovery Program). Rejected by the Soviet-dominated governments to the East, the Marshall Plan made possible a miraculous economic recovery in the West. The creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949 further evidenced Western Europe’s dependence upon the United States.

No longer masters of their own destiny, the European nations, particularly England and France, were forced to dismantle their far-flung empires. During the first two postwar decades a stunning process of decolonization occurred, which had been prepared in part by the rise of the national movements in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East in the period between the wars. This decline of empire reflected a European crisis that was as much spiritual as it was political. Shattering revelations concerning Nazi death camps and painful memories of collaboration were transmuted into a sense of general guilt. 

F2b  Resistance to Soviet Control 

Nevertheless, Europe proved remarkably resilient. Almost from the first, the Soviet leaders learned that the fierce national pride that animates the peoples of Eastern Europe could not easily be suppressed. In 1948 they were unable to prevent Josip Broz Tito, a resistance fighter and loyal Communist, from embarking on a distinctly Yugoslav road (see Communist Parties). In 1953, the year of Stalin’s death, the East Germans rioted, and in 1956 the Hungarians waged a heroic if ill-fated battle against their Soviet masters. In 1968 Soviet control was tested in Czechoslovakia, where Communist leader Alexander Dubček began to liberalize Czech life during a brief period that became known as the Prague Spring. Again, Soviet military force, along with troops from other countries of the Warsaw Pact—the military alliance adopted in Eastern Europe to counter NATO—crushed the experiment, but voices of resistance and reform continued to be heard. The USSR itself faced nationalist pressures as the constituent republics began to repudiate central government.

F2c  Resistance to U.S. Influence 

Far more welcome than the Soviets, the Americans had addressed Europeans as partners in an Atlantic alliance. Some, however, perceived dangers in America’s embrace. Chief among these proud Europeans was General Charles de Gaulle, who became president of France in 1958. Refusing to concede a permanent presence in Western Europe to the United States, de Gaulle ended military collaboration with NATO and began to develop France’s own nuclear deterrent. Because of the “special relationship” Britain was then cultivating with the United States, the French president vetoed British membership in the European Economic Community, or EEC (Common Market). De Gaulle had a vision of a Europe extending from the Atlantic to the Urals and advocated a loose federation of independent states. This vision was opposed by those who believed that a more integral union was both necessary and possible. The first step in that direction had been taken in 1951, when France, West Germany, Italy, and the Low Countries agreed to establish the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). This was followed in 1957 by the formation of the EEC. Although a considerable economic success, the Common Market did not evolve into a Western European political union as rapidly as some of its founders had hoped. 

F3  The End of the Cold War 

From the 1960s to the 1980s, strict conformity to the Communist system in the USSR discouraged economic innovation and punished dissent. Consequently, the economy stagnated. Despite this, the Soviet Union continued to increase its military strength and act more assertively around the world, a trend that culminated in the invasion of Afghanistan in 1980. As the Cold War progressed, however, it gradually became clear to the Soviet leadership that they could not win a full-scale war with the United States, primarily because their defense costs were already straining the inefficient Soviet economy.

In 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev became the Soviet leader. Gorbachev wanted to secure Western aid to modernize the Soviet economy. To achieve this end, he reduced defense spending and worked to ease international tensions. He also wanted to make government less repressive and more responsive to popular concerns, and he urged the Communist regimes of Eastern Europe to do the same. In the early 1980s the USSR had regularly provided military support for Eastern European governments to contain political protests and strife. By the late 1980s, however, economic conditions in Eastern Europe were deteriorating so rapidly that Communist governments could no longer hold back the tide of public protest. In 1989 Gorbachev made it clear that Eastern European governments could not expect Soviet military aid to suppress domestic unrest.

F3a  Collapse of the USSR 

 sidebar 

SIDEBAR  

East Germany Opens Borders 

The following two stories from the Associated Press capture some of the joy and excitement of the historic moment in November 1989 when East Germany opened its borders to the West, and residents of East Berlin streamed into West Berlin. These articles also report how people began chipping away at the Berlin Wall, which had stood between the two halves of the city since 1961. 
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In 1989 nationalist and democratic protests in Eastern Europe escalated rapidly into revolutions that swept Communists from power. By the end of the year, many Eastern European countries—including Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria—had new governments that pledged themselves to liberal democracy and market economies. In Germany, the Berlin Wall, which had separated East and West Berlin, was opened in 1989, and East and West Germany reunited the following year. The two major organizations of Soviet control over Eastern Europe, the military Warsaw Pact and the economic Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON), were dissolved in 1991.

Gorbachev’s ambition to modernize the Soviet economy under the continued supremacy of the Communist Party failed. His reforms had allowed other political and economic views to be expressed. Popular opposition to Communist rule grew, as did nationalist agitation in the Soviet republics against the domination of Russia. When the three Baltic republics (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) seceded in 1991, it was the beginning of the end of the USSR. By the end of 1991, the USSR had been replaced by 15 independent states. 

Russia, the largest of these independent states, persuaded all but the three Baltic nations to form a loose intergovernmental association, the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). The new governments of the successor states, including that of Russia, introduced a form of liberal democracy and accepted the need to establish free-market economies.

F3b  Partition of Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia 

Yugoslavia had remained apart from the Soviet bloc after 1948, when it had split with the USSR after conflicts over Communist doctrine, but Yugoslavia’s brand of national Communism also collapsed violently in 1991. Until that time the country had been a federation of six separate republics—Slovenia, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, and Montenegro—and had comprised several ethnic groups, but strict Communist control had been able to keep internal conflicts in check. However, after the fall of the Communists, many of the republics began to demand more autonomy for themselves. At the same time, the federal government, which was dominated by the Serb ethnic group, wanted to increase centralization and Serb influence. Ethnic conflicts and resentment against the Serb population led the republics of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Macedonia to secede. The secessions were opposed by Serbia, and in Croatia and Bosnia, where there were large Serb minorities, violent conflict broke out. The bloodshed did not end until 1996, after the United Nations endorsed military intervention and policing by NATO forces (see Wars of Yugoslav Succession). Nationalist disputes also brought about the end of Czechoslovakia, but its 1993 separation into the Czech Republic and Slovakia was achieved peacefully.

F3c  Political Questions 

Western Europe welcomed the transition to democracy in Eastern Europe and the former USSR and promised economic assistance to many Eastern countries. Initially, Western governments believed that the end of the Cold War would permit them to significantly reduce their defense spending. All Western European governments cut defense budgets and level of armed forces, and the United States reduced the number of American military personnel and bases in Europe.

However, while the balance of power in Europe may have changed, Russia was still a major force and a nuclear power. The new state of Ukraine also had a nuclear capacity. This led to concerns about the political stability of these new countries. A consensus emerged in the West that any large reduction in NATO troop strengths would be unwise and that American participation in the defense of Western Europe was still important. While NATO no longer had an obvious enemy or target, it continued to take responsibility for European security.

F3d  Economic Problems 

When the Eastern European nations moved to a capitalist economy, they often encountered severe economic problems. After years of Communist protection and subsidization, many Eastern European industries were unable to compete in a free-market economy. Unemployment and inflation rose, but the Eastern European countries did not have effective social security systems to deal with such problems. In some countries economic hardship led voters to return reconstituted Communist parties to government. However, these parties stressed their commitment to democratic principles and market economics, and changes in government were achieved democratically.

F3e  Beginnings of Cooperation 

Links between West and East continued to develop. NATO established a Partnership for Peace agreement with all Eastern countries, including Russia, in which these nations could share information, conduct joint military exercises, and participate in peacekeeping operations with NATO forces. In 1999, despite Russian concerns and objections over the growing strength of the organization, Hungary, Poland, and the Czech Republic officially joined NATO. This marked the first time that countries of the former Warsaw Pact had been allowed to join NATO (with the exception of East Germany, which became part of the organization with the reunification of Germany in 1990), and it was seen by many as an important step toward further European cooperation and integration. 

In addition to growing relations with NATO, many Eastern countries also had economic and trade agreements with the former EEC, which by this time had become first the European Community (EC) and then, in 1993, the European Union (EU). Although the EU did not immediately offer membership to Eastern European countries, by the late 1990s all European nations belonged to several European cooperative organizations, including the Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

F4  The Growth of Cooperation and Integration 

The cooperation and integration in Western Europe that had begun with the European Coal and Steel Community and the European Economic Community had continued to grow in the 1950s and 1960s. However, the admission of new members to the EEC or further integration of the EEC was impossible while Charles de Gaulle was president of France. De Gaulle opposed any possible reduction of French authority in the EEC. De Gaulle resigned in 1969, and the new French president, Georges Pompidou, was more receptive to expansion. In 1970 the six member states of the EEC, by this time renamed European Community, or EC, agreed to consider applications for new members. The enlargement process was successful. Denmark, Ireland, and the United Kingdom joined in 1973. Greece became a member in 1980, and Portugal and Spain joined in 1986.

Less successful was another agreement made by the six original members of the EEC in 1970. They had agreed to establish by 1980 an Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), in which the economies and currencies of the member states would be integrated. The timetable for EMU was quickly destroyed by instability in the international monetary system, the quadrupling of oil prices in 1973, and economic recession. However, progress was made gradually, and in the mid-1970s two structural funds, the European Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund, began to provide grants for economic restructuring in the less-developed areas of the EC. In addition, the European Monetary System (EMS) was established in 1979 and linked the exchange rates of members’ currencies to the strong and stable West German deutsche mark. The EMS helped to create a zone of relative monetary stability in Europe.

F4a  The Single European Act 

By the early 1980s several issues, including worries about escalating EC costs and disputes among member states, had arisen in the community. These problems led to the 1987 Single European Act (SEA), which committed the EC to establishing a single market—in which all trade barriers and customs frontiers would be eliminated—by the end of 1992. In addition, the SEA committed EC member states to adopting common policies in areas ranging from employment and taxation to health and the environment.

After 1987 the budgetary system of the EC was radically restructured, a social charter outlining workers’ and citizens’ rights was accepted, and the debate on monetary union was reopened. In 1988 and 1989 the EC established two intergovernmental conferences (IGCs), meetings of member governments to discuss amending or changing the founding treaties of the EC. One IGC considered economic and monetary union, and the other worked to further political integration. The IGCs submitted their reports in 1991, and the founding treaties of the EC were reworked to create a framework and timetable for political and economic union.

F4b  Economic and Monetary Union 

 sidebar 

SIDEBAR  

Questions and Answers About European Politics 

Political scientist John T. S. Keeler of the University of Washington in Seattle answers a number of commonly asked questions about the political and economic situation facing the European Union (EU). Keeler also addresses the reasons for governmental instability in Italy and high unemployment in many European countries. 
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This reworking resulted in the Treaty on European Union (also called the Maastricht Treaty). The treaty set 1999 as the deadline for monetary union and the adoption of a single currency. The treaty also set strict monetary criteria that members had to meet in order for monetary union to occur. These criteria related to level of inflation, size of government deficit, level of interest rates, and stability of the national currency. 

The treaty also called for cooperation among member nations on foreign and security policies, created the Cohesion Fund to help the poorer members meet the requirements for monetary union, and transformed the EC into the European Union. However, some aspects of the treaty, especially the move to a single currency, alarmed European electorates. This alarm delayed ratification of the treaty and the inauguration of the EU until 1993.

Many member countries found it difficult to meet the criteria to adopt the single currency, and their efforts to do so sometimes produced more economic problems, including higher unemployment. In 1998, however, the EU declared that all members except Greece were eligible to adopt the single currency, but the United Kingdom, Denmark, and Sweden declined to do so. Greece later met the criteria and in 2000 was invited to adopt the single currency. The new currency, called the euro, was introduced in 1999 for accounting purposes and electronic money transfers. Euro-denominated coins and banknotes entered circulation in 2002 and replaced the currencies of countries participating in monetary union. Many EU supporters saw the establishment of a single currency as essential if the EU was to be a major international player and as an important step toward political union.

F4c  Expansion 

After 1987 other Western European countries sought EC/EU membership, and Austria, Finland, and Sweden joined in 1994. However, after the ratification of the Treaty on European Union, the EU focused more on consolidation than on innovation or expansion. Although the EU received membership applications after 1994 from all the new democracies of Eastern Europe, it did not immediately act on them. 

In 1997 the EU agreed to begin membership negotiations with Estonia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovenia. Clearly, however, if the EU accepted the Eastern European countries, it would need to significantly revise EU institutions, finances, and policies to accommodate the weaker economies and less-developed social programs of these nations. These issues have caused the EU to move slowly on accepting the Eastern Europe nations.

F5  The Future of Europe 
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SIDEBAR  

Questions and Answers About Western Europe 

Roger Griffin, professor of modern history at Oxford Brookes University in Oxford, England, answers a variety of historical and contemporary questions about Western European politics. In an engaging historical discussion, Griffin comments on what the United States could have done to help save European Jews from the Holocaust and how the Great Depression influenced the rise of Nazi leader Adolf Hitler. Addressing contemporary political issues, Griffin answers questions about devolution in the United Kingdom, the growth of Green parties in Western Europe, and why Europe still has monarchies. 
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The most powerful force in modern European history has been nationalism, which has been at the same time both unifying and divisive. The horrors of World War II showed the potentially disastrous results of nationalism and demonstrated the need for cooperation and integration to maintain peace. With the beginning of the Cold War, Europe was divided into two armed camps. Eastern Europe became a client of the USSR, controlled by the threat of Soviet military intervention, while Western Europe sought and welcomed American involvement. After 1945 Europe lived in a state of tension, the likely battleground of any direct conflict between the world’s two superpowers.

However, the Cold War era also provided stability and peace. The battle lines in Europe were so clearly drawn that both sides knew that the slightest trespass could result in total war. However, stability did not necessarily equal prosperity, as Communist suppression froze Eastern Europe politically and economically. By contrast, the American protective umbrella allowed the Western European nations to prosper economically and to develop closer cooperation and integration.

The fall of Communism after 1989 brought a new uncertainty to Europe. Other than a common concern about the stability of the former Soviet republics, there is no clear consensus on how to achieve security in a Europe that now possesses some 40 states. All belong to the OSCE, but its authority and resources are limited. The EU may eventually develop its own defense capability and accept more members, but until then, European security will remain in the hands of NATO and will continue to depend on American involvement. NATO has developed a capacity to intervene in territorial disputes in Europe. It demonstrated in the former Yugoslavia how it can act in collaboration with the UN and the OSCE as a peacekeeping force in situations that are not only military problems. Moreover, in 1999 NATO demonstrated its role in maintaining European security by conducting an air campaign against Serbia in an attempt to halt aggression against ethnic Albanians in the Serbian province of Kosovo (administered by UN). For these reasons, Eastern countries see NATO as the guarantor of their independence and wish to follow the lead of Hungary, Poland, and the Czech Republic in joining it.

In addition to the question of stability, several violent conflicts between ethnic groups remain unresolved in Eastern Europe and Russia. These problems could potentially be overcome if states are prepared to grant a degree of autonomy to ethnic groups, as has largely happened in Western Europe. That possibility will become more likely as Eastern governments become more familiar with the political accommodations that are part of a democratic state. Moreover, a regard for human and group rights is a condition for receiving Western aid and for admission to the Western network of international organizations.

Western Europeans are also concerned about mass migration to the West from the East where countries have found the transition to a market economy very difficult. Despite injections of Western aid, the problems of economic dislocation, collapsing industries, and high unemployment were endemic in Eastern Europe during the 1990s. While some in Western Europe want a more open market that includes all of Europe, others fear that removing border controls would lead to a large influx of immigrants seeking employment or greater social security benefits in the West. 

An equal worry is that substantial immigration could inflame public opposition to foreigners in the West. Some Western Europeans feel that immigration from developing countries dilutes traditional cultural values and threatens national sovereignty and distinctiveness. Although such sentiments are confined to the political fringes, they could become more problematic if immigration from Eastern Europe increases significantly.

Europe therefore faces a dilemma. The West wants closer economic integration with the East but fears what the consequences might be for its own societies and economies. It has preferred to encourage Eastern Europe to solve its own problems, providing assistance for economic development while trying to keep the Eastern states at arms’ length. This dilemma pervades all East-West relations, and it will be a major issue in the 21st century. It is apparent in defense and security policy, especially over the role of NATO and its recent expansion to the east. It is also central to the expansion of the EU. Although the EU is committed in principle to admitting members from Eastern Europe, it has yet to address what that will mean for its own structures, policies, and finances. At the same time, the EU fears that enlargement would encourage immigration from East to West. The nature of future political and economic union will be affected by how the EU expands its membership.

The EU has become the focus of integration and cooperation in Europe and an important international player. However, while it is the largest trading bloc in the world, the EU’s political influence lags far behind its economic power. Its ability to become a major political force will depend on the outcome of two situations. First, on how far the EU can persuade its member states to adopt a single and coherent foreign and security policy. Second, on whether the euro successfully establishes itself as a major world currency.

The European future in the next century remains uncertain, with many issues to be resolved. However, the continent has reason to be optimistic. It is, overall, a happier place than it ever has been. Bodies such as NATO and the EU have made cooperation the norm. Western countries are locked together in a multitude of cooperative institutions and exercises that make war almost inconceivable. National differences in policies and priorities will remain, but cooperation will continue because without it no European country can guarantee its security or economic prosperity. 
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The task for Western Europe will be to ensure that the new democracies of Eastern Europe are not kept out of that cooperation. The peaceful turnover of governments in Eastern Europe in the 1990s, which sometimes brought Communists back to power, indicates that free elections and multiparty democracy have begun to replace the one-party systems and political repression of the past. The integrationist dream of a United States of Europe may still lie in the distant future, but a peaceful and prosperous Europe united in common aims and working for common solutions to shared problems is certainly a possibility. However, achieving this goal will require both political will and, even more so, political understanding of each nation’s difficulties.
Villanovan Culture, culture dating from the earliest Iron Age of Italy (about 1000 bc to about 700 bc) and so called because a cemetery containing remains of the culture was uncovered in 1853 in the town of Villanova, near Bologna. Similar remains were subsequently found in many other places of northern and north-central Italy. These relics reflect marked advances in the techniques of metalworking over those used by the lake dwellers, who during the earlier Bronze Age inhabited nearby areas in the Po River basin. This Greek-influenced metalwork, characterized by repoussé (hammered, geometric designs), is evidenced by the many weapons, belts, and vessels unearthed in the region of present-day Tuscany (Toscana).

The culture of the Villanovans, who are believed to have come from central Europe, was similar to the Hallstatt culture of Austria. The Villanovans cremated their dead, placing the ashes in coarse pottery urns decorated with geometric designs. The urns were then buried in graves, usually along with articles of iron and bronze, notably brooches, and also representations of animals that may have been votive offerings. The Villanovans were supplanted by the Etruscans.

Hallstatt Culture, culture characteristic of an early stage of the Iron Age in

central and western Europe and the Balkans. It received its name from the Austrian village of Hallstatt, in what is now Oberösterreich (Upper Austria) Province, about 225 km (140 mi) southwest of Vienna. In Hallstatt a necropolis containing more than 2000 graves and a great number of artifacts was excavated between 1846 and 1899. The period covered by the Hallstatt epoch extends from the 8th century bc to the 5th century bc.

Hallstatt was an early salt-mining community with mine shafts reaching to about 400 m (about 1300 ft) by the end of the Bronze Age. The Hallstatt Culture was characterized by elaborate funeral rites, involving, at different stages of the epoch, both cremation and burial. In general, the age was marked by an increasing use of iron and an increasing skill in ironwork, although occasionally older, Bronze Age materials and techniques reappeared. Hallstatt art has endured, primarily the ironwork and bronze work and pottery, used as grave furniture and generally decorated in rigid symmetrical, repetitive, geometric patterns.

Celts, a people who dominated much of western and central Europe in the 1st  

millennium bc, giving their language, customs, and religion to the other peoples of that area.
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Archaeological Evidence of Celtic Women's Power 

This article from Discover Magazine discusses how foreign war among the Celts may have elevated the status of women, since they were left behind and forced to carry on in their communities without the help of men. 
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The earliest archaeological evidence associated with the Celts places them in what is now France and western Germany in the late Bronze Age, around 1200 bc. In the early Iron Age, they are associated with the Hallstatt Culture (8th century bc to 5th century bc), named for an archaeological site in what is now Oberösterreich (Upper Austria). They probably began to settle in the British Isles during this period. Between the 5th and 1st centuries bc, their influence extended from what is now Spain to the shores of the Black Sea. This later Iron Age phase is called La Tène, after a site in Switzerland.

The word Celt is derived from Keltoi, the name given to these people by Herodotus and other Greek writers. To the Romans, the Continental Celts were known as Galli, or Gauls; those in the British Isles were called Britanni.

In the 4th century bc, the Celts invaded the Greco-Roman world, conquering northern Italy, Macedonia, and Thessaly (Thessalia). They plundered Rome in 390, sacked Delphi in 279, and penetrated Asia Minor, where they were known as Galatians. The “Cisalpine Gauls” of northern Italy were conquered by the Romans in the 2nd century bc; Transalpine Gaul (modern France and the Rhineland) was subdued by Julius Caesar in the 1st century bc, and most of Britain came under Roman rule in the 1st century ad. In the same period, the Celts of central Europe were dominated by the Germanic peoples. In medieval and modern times the Celtic tradition and languages survived in Brittany (in western France), Wales, the Scottish Highlands, and Ireland.

III  WAY OF LIFE 

Objects of Celtic Life Celtic objects found in archaeological digs indicate the Celts inhabited what is now France and western Germany in the late Bronze Age, around 1200 bc. The bronze helmet (top center) probably belonged to a high-ranking Celtic warrior. Its hollow horns were made of riveted sheets of bronze, and the helmet was probably more for display than battle. The shiny sheath (third from left) also was made from sheets of bronze riveted together and had a birch-bark lining.Dorling Kindersley  

The various Celtic tribes were bound together by common speech, customs, and religion, rather than by any well-defined central governments. The absence of political unity contributed substantially to the extinction of their way of life, making them vulnerable to their enemies. Their economy was pastoral and agricultural, and they had no real urban life. Each tribe was headed by a king and was divided by class into Druids (priests), warrior nobles, and commoners (see Druidism). The nobles fought on foot with swords and spears and were fond of feasting and drinking. Celtic mythology, which included earth gods, various woodland spirits, and sun deities, was particularly rich in elfin demons and tutelaries, beings that still pervade the lore of peoples of Celtic ancestry.
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From Bulfinch's Mythology: Druids 

The Druids were the religious, learned, and magistral class among the Celtic people, who lived mainly in the British Isles and areas of Gaul (now France). Druidism flourished from the 2nd century bc through the 2nd century ad, when the Romans suppressed Celtic culture and Christianity supplanted the Druids’ religious functions. Because the druids relied on an oral tradition rather than written records, knowledge about their practices is slight. Nineteenth-century American writer and mythologist Thomas Bulfinch drew the following stories about the Druids and their festivals from accounts written by ancient Romans and Greeks, and from fragments of ancient poetry. 
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IV  CELTIC CHRISTIANITY 

Celtic Cross In the 5th century Saint Patrick converted the Celts, the Iron Age invaders of Ireland, to Christianity, but many of the converts retained much of their Druidic religion. This Celtic cross near the Shannon River in Ireland, with its elaborate stylized relief of earth gods and woodland spirits, illustrates how the Celtic people preserved many of their Druidic beliefs.Adam Woolfitt/Woodfin Camp and Associates, Inc.  

The Christian faith was well established in Celtic Britain by the 4th century ad, but in the 5th century the Saxons and other Germanic peoples invaded the country, driving most of the Celtic Christians into Wales and Cornwall. At the same time, Saint Patrick and other British missionaries founded a new church in Ireland, which then became the center of Celtic Christianity. The Irish church developed a distinctive organization in which bishops were subordinate to the abbots of monasteries (see Columba, Saint). The Irish monks, devoted to learning as well as religion, did much to preserve a knowledge of ancient Roman literature in early medieval Europe. Between the late 6th and the early 8th centuries, Irish missionaries were active in Christianizing the Germanic peoples that had conquered the Western Roman Empire, and they founded numerous monasteries in present-day France, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy. Celtic Christianity in Ireland was weakened by the Viking invasions of the 9th and 10th centuries, and by the 12th century its characteristic institutions, which were incompatible with those of the dominant Roman church, had largely disappeared from Europe.

V  ART 

Celtic Mirror of the Iron Age The back of this Celtic mirror shows the distinctive swirling style of Celtic art. The other side, the mirror, would be highly polished to give a reflection. Mirrors like the one pictured were rare and probably belonged to a wealthy family.Dorling Kindersley  

Celtic art is considered the first great contribution to European art made by non-Mediterranean peoples. Its roots go back to the artisans of the Urnfield culture and the Hallstatt Culture (8th century bc to 5th century bc)bc at the beginning of the Iron Age. It flowered in the period of the La Tène culture. Although Celtic art was influenced by ancient Persian, Greek, Etruscan, and Roman art and by that of the nomads of the Eurasian steppes, it developed distinctive characteristics. These are evident in its major artifacts—weapons, vessels, and jewelry in bronze, gold, and occasionally silver. Many of these objects were made for chieftains in southern Germany and France and were recovered from their tombs.

The Celtic style is marked by a preference for stylized plant motifs, usually of Greek origin, and fantastic animals, derived from the Scythians and other steppe peoples; the human figure plays a secondary role. Other favorite motifs are elliptical curves and opposing curves, spirals, and chevrons, also derived from steppe art. These elements were combined in dynamic yet balanced, intricate geometrical patterns carried out in relief, engraving, or red, yellow, blue, and green champlevé enamel on shields, swords, sheaths, helmets, bowls, and jewelry. They also appeared on painted pottery cinerary urns, food vessels, incense bowls, and drinking cups. Examples of Celtic art include torcs, or neck rings, with the two open ends ornamented with animal heads; the silver repoussé Gundestorp cauldron (circa 100 bc, National Museum, Copenhagen); a bronze lozenge-shaped shield with circular medallions and small enamel circles (1st century bc-1st century ad); and a bronze mirror with enameled decoration (1st century bc) (both British Museum, London). Also surviving are roughly carved stone monuments and wooden objects.

During the period of Roman domination of Western Europe in and after the 1st century bc, the art of Celtic peoples on the Continent gradually lost its distinctive style. The Celts of Ireland continued to work with traditional motifs, but, as Christianity took hold, they combined them with Christian motifs and employed their skills in the service of the church. Their carved stone crosses; intricate metal chalices, bells, and reliquaries; and magnificently illuminated liturgical books may more properly be considered Irish art.
By the early Iron Age, beginning about 1000 bc, the tribes of the central European urnfield culture were expanding along the principal river routes, giving rise to such major groupings as the Celts and the Slavs, as well as Italic-speakers and Illyrians. In northern Italy the Villanovan Culture (about 1000-700 bc) became of major importance, and the similar Hallstatt Culture (8th century bc to 5th century bc) spread with the Celts through much of western Europe between the 7th and 4th centuries bc. The Celts were also identified with the La Tène Culture (450?-58 bc), which owed much to the Hallstatt. The Germanic Peoples began to expand from southern Scandinavia and the Baltic by 500 bc.
Vandals, ancient Germanic tribe of Jutland (now in Denmark), who migrated to the valley of the Odra (Oder) River about the 5th century bc. During the 2nd and 3rd centuries ad they settled along the Danube River. They entered Gaul (now France) in 406, invaded Spain in 409, and fought in the latter country against both the Visigoths (another Germanic tribe) and the Romans. Gaiseric became king of the tribe in 428, and under him the Vandals achieved their greatest power. They moved to North Africa the following year and there defeated the Romans. Gaiseric's sovereignty was recognized by Roman emperor Valentinian III in 422. The Vandals predominated in what is now Algeria and northern Morocco by 435 and conquered Carthage in 439. Their navy ruled the western Mediterranean Sea, and they looted and plundered in Italy, including Rome in 477. The tribe was Arian and it dealt severely with Orthodox Christians. The Vandals' power began to decline after Gaiseric's death in 477, and in 534 they were defeated by the Byzantine general Belsarius. The modern usage of the word vandal reflects the dread and hostility the tribe precipitated in other people by their looting and plundering, especially in Rome.
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Germanic Peoples, group of tribes united by language and custom that conquered most of western and central Europe in the 5th century ad. By the 2nd century bc the Germanic groups had already occupied northern Germany and southern Scandinavia.

Much of what is known about Germanic peoples comes from historical accounts written by two Roman authors: De Bello Gallico (On the Gallic War, probably 51 or 50 BC) by Julius Caesar and Germania (ad98) by Cornelius Tacitus. By comparing the two writings, it is possible to trace the evolution of Germanic society in the intervening period. In Caesar's time, land tenure did not involve private property; instead, fields were divided annually among clans. By the time of Tacitus, however, land was distributed annually to individuals according to social class. The basic sociopolitical unit was the pagus (clan). In Caesar's period, some pagi had military leaders as chiefs, but only during wartime. By Tacitus's time, however, several pagi, at least, had full-time, elected chiefs. These leaders did not have absolute power but were limited by a council of nobles and an assembly of fighting men. Military chiefs had groups (comitium) of men who swore allegiance to them in both peace and war.

The first clash between the Germanic peoples and the neighboring Romans was in the 2nd century bc, when the Cimbri and Teutons invaded Gaul and were defeated in present-day Provence, France. By this period, however, much of Germany was occupied by such Germanic tribes as the Suevi, Cherusci, and others. When the Romans in turn attempted to conquer the area east of the Rhine River early in the 1st century, they were defeated by the Cherusci chief Arminius (Hermann). By the mid-2nd century ad Germanic pressures on the Roman frontiers intensified. The emperor Marcus Aurelius waged successful warfare against such tribes as the Marcomanni, Quadi, and Iazyges. By this period, German mercenaries were beginning to be used by the Roman armies. During the 3rd century, more migrations caused a crisis within the empire, as Goths, Alamanni, and Franks penetrated German borders. The movement stopped temporarily in the late 3rd century during the reigns of the emperors Diocletian and Constantine the Great, but it resumed under pressure from the non-Germanic Huns, who came out of Central Asia in the 4th century. In the 5th century the Germans occupied the whole Western Roman Empire. Over the next few hundred years, the Germanic tribes adopted Christianity and laid the foundations of medieval Europe. Germanic languages are still spoken today in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Scandinavia, the Netherlands, Belgium, South Africa, and the English-speaking countries.
Goths, ancient Teutonic people (see Teutons), who in the 3rd to the 6th century ad were an important power in the Roman world. The Goths were the first Germanic peoples to become Christians. According to the 6th-century Gothic historian Jordanes, the Goths came from Sweden across the Baltic Sea to the basin of the Wisła (Vistula) River. By the 3rd century ad they had migrated as far south as the lower Danube, around the Black Sea. During that century Gothic armies and fleets ravaged Thrace, Dacia, and cities in Asia Minor and along the Aegean coast. They captured and plundered Athens in 267 to 268, and threatened Italy. For about a century, wars between the Roman emperors and Gothic rulers devastated the Balkan territory and the northeastern Mediterranean region. Other tribes joined the Goths, and under the great king Ermanaric in the 4th century, a kingdom was established that extended from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea.

About 370 the Goths divided into two separate groups. The Ostrogoths (Low Latin Ostrogothae, “the eastern Goths”) inhabited a large kingdom east of the Dniester River on the shores of the Black Sea (part of modern Ukraine and Belarus). The Visigoths (Low Latin Visigothi, “the good Goths” or “the noble Goths”) were the western Goths, with a domain extending from the Dniester to the Danube rivers.

II  VISIGOTHS 

dynamic timeline 

Sack of Rome 

In 376 the Visigoths, threatened by the Huns, sought the protection of the Roman emperor Valens, and they were given permission to settle into the empire's province of Moesia, which was south of the Danube. When Gothic soldiers were maltreated by Roman officers, the Goths revolted, and the resulting war climaxed in a decisive battle in 378 near Adrianople (now Edirne, Turkey), in which Valens was killed. The victorious Goths then threatened Constantinople (present-day İstanbul). Theodosius I, who succeeded Valens as emperor in the East, made peace with the Goths and incorporated their army into the Roman forces. From that time on, the Visigoths were an important influence in the Roman Empire. Many who had settled in Moesia became farmers and were known as Moeso-Goths. Ulfilas, bishop of the Goths, translated the Bible into Gothic and was largely responsible for the conversion of the Goths to a form of Christianity called Arianism.

On the death of Theodosius in 395, the Visigoths renounced their allegiance to Rome and chose Alaric I as their ruler. Alaric invaded Greece and then Italy, and in 410 he captured and pillaged the city of Rome. In that same year he was succeeded by Ataulf, who led the Visigoths across the Pyrenees mountain range into Spain.

From 415 to 418, under the next ruler, Wallia, the Visigoths extended their realm over a great part of Spain and southern Gaul, with Toulouse as their capital. Wallia was succeeded by the reputed son of Alaric, Theodoric I, who died fighting as an ally of Rome against the Huns at the Battle of Châlons. The most notable of the Spanish Visigothic kings was Euric, who reigned from about 420 to 484. He was a son of Theodoric I. Under Euric, who declared his rule to be independent of any federation with Rome, the kingdom of Toulouse included almost all of Spain and most of Gaul west of the Rhône River and south of the Loire River. Euric introduced many aspects of Roman civilization and drew up a code of law combining Roman and German elements. The kingdom was, however, continually beset by both internal and external difficulties. The kingship was nominally elective, and the powerful Visigothic nobles stood against attempts to found a hereditary royal house. Externally, the Byzantine Empire and the Franks menaced the Visigothic lands. In order to instill greater loyalty in his rebellious Roman and Christian subjects, Alaric II in 506 introduced the collection of laws known as the Breviary of Alaric. A year later, Clovis I, king of the Franks, defeated the Visigoths at the Battle of Vouillé, in which Alaric II was killed. Most of Provence was separated from the Gothic lands, and the Visigothic kingdom was confined almost entirely to Spain. Despite the attempts of a long line of Gothic kings to hold the kingdom together, the power of the Visigoths steadily declined. The last king, Roderick, was defeated and probably killed by the Muslims in the Battle of Río Barbate in 711. By 713 Spain was partially conquered by the Moors, and the Visigothic power survived in the independent Christian kingdom of Asturias.

III  OSTROGOTHS 

When the Huns swept into Europe about 370, many of the Ostrogoths were conquered and compelled to aid their conquerors. They joined the king of the Huns, Attila, in his expedition against Gaul in 451 and many Ostrogoths were killed by the Visigoths at the Battle of Châlons. When the Huns were finally forced back, the Ostrogoths again became independent. With the permission of Rome, they settled in Pannonia, an area now including western Hungary, northern Croatia, Slovenia, and eastern Austria. They were joined by other Ostrogoths who had taken refuge within the Roman Empire at the coming of the Asians. In 474 Theodoric, the greatest of the Ostrogothic kings, was elected to the throne. After various periods of warfare and alliance with Zeno, the Byzantine emperor, Theodoric invaded Italy in 488 (with the consent and advice of the emperor), slew Odoacer, the first barbarian ruler of Italy, and became ruler himself. He held the power although not the title of the Western Roman emperors. A Roman consul was given nominal authority, and the two peoples lived together amicably, with Roman culture greatly influencing the Teutons.

The unity of Romans and Goths could be preserved only by a ruler of the stature of Theodoric. After his death in 526, disruption in Italy became so violent that in 535 the Byzantine emperor Justinian I sent his general Belisarius to conquer the peninsula. The Byzantines broke the Gothic power in 555, and the throne of Italy was filled by the exarchs (Byzantine governors) of Ravenna.

The Ostrogoths themselves gradually became absorbed into other tribes, such as the Alani, Vandals, Franks, and Burgundians, who had established themselves in the dominions of the old Roman Empire.

Goths, ancient Teutonic people (see Teutons), who in the 3rd to the 6th century ad were an important power in the Roman world. The Goths were the first Germanic peoples to become Christians. According to the 6th-century Gothic historian Jordanes, the Goths came from Sweden across the Baltic Sea to the basin of the Wisła (Vistula) River. By the 3rd century ad they had migrated as far south as the lower Danube, around the Black Sea. During that century Gothic armies and fleets ravaged Thrace, Dacia, and cities in Asia Minor and along the Aegean coast. They captured and plundered Athens in 267 to 268, and threatened Italy. For about a century, wars between the Roman emperors and Gothic rulers devastated the Balkan territory and the northeastern Mediterranean region. Other tribes joined the Goths, and under the great king Ermanaric in the 4th century, a kingdom was established that extended from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea.

About 370 the Goths divided into two separate groups. The Ostrogoths (Low Latin Ostrogothae, “the eastern Goths”) inhabited a large kingdom east of the Dniester River on the shores of the Black Sea (part of modern Ukraine and Belarus). The Visigoths (Low Latin Visigothi, “the good Goths” or “the noble Goths”) were the western Goths, with a domain extending from the Dniester to the Danube rivers.
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In 376 the Visigoths, threatened by the Huns, sought the protection of the Roman emperor Valens, and they were given permission to settle into the empire's province of Moesia, which was south of the Danube. When Gothic soldiers were maltreated by Roman officers, the Goths revolted, and the resulting war climaxed in a decisive battle in 378 near Adrianople (now Edirne, Turkey), in which Valens was killed. The victorious Goths then threatened Constantinople (present-day İstanbul). Theodosius I, who succeeded Valens as emperor in the East, made peace with the Goths and incorporated their army into the Roman forces. From that time on, the Visigoths were an important influence in the Roman Empire. Many who had settled in Moesia became farmers and were known as Moeso-Goths. Ulfilas, bishop of the Goths, translated the Bible into Gothic and was largely responsible for the conversion of the Goths to a form of Christianity called Arianism.

On the death of Theodosius in 395, the Visigoths renounced their allegiance to Rome and chose Alaric I as their ruler. Alaric invaded Greece and then Italy, and in 410 he captured and pillaged the city of Rome. In that same year he was succeeded by Ataulf, who led the Visigoths across the Pyrenees mountain range into Spain.

From 415 to 418, under the next ruler, Wallia, the Visigoths extended their realm over a great part of Spain and southern Gaul, with Toulouse as their capital. Wallia was succeeded by the reputed son of Alaric, Theodoric I, who died fighting as an ally of Rome against the Huns at the Battle of Châlons. The most notable of the Spanish Visigothic kings was Euric, who reigned from about 420 to 484. He was a son of Theodoric I. Under Euric, who declared his rule to be independent of any federation with Rome, the kingdom of Toulouse included almost all of Spain and most of Gaul west of the Rhône River and south of the Loire River. Euric introduced many aspects of Roman civilization and drew up a code of law combining Roman and German elements. The kingdom was, however, continually beset by both internal and external difficulties. The kingship was nominally elective, and the powerful Visigothic nobles stood against attempts to found a hereditary royal house. Externally, the Byzantine Empire and the Franks menaced the Visigothic lands. In order to instill greater loyalty in his rebellious Roman and Christian subjects, Alaric II in 506 introduced the collection of laws known as the Breviary of Alaric. A year later, Clovis I, king of the Franks, defeated the Visigoths at the Battle of Vouillé, in which Alaric II was killed. Most of Provence was separated from the Gothic lands, and the Visigothic kingdom was confined almost entirely to Spain. Despite the attempts of a long line of Gothic kings to hold the kingdom together, the power of the Visigoths steadily declined. The last king, Roderick, was defeated and probably killed by the Muslims in the Battle of Río Barbate in 711. By 713 Spain was partially conquered by the Moors, and the Visigothic power survived in the independent Christian kingdom of Asturias.

III  OSTROGOTHS 

When the Huns swept into Europe about 370, many of the Ostrogoths were conquered and compelled to aid their conquerors. They joined the king of the Huns, Attila, in his expedition against Gaul in 451 and many Ostrogoths were killed by the Visigoths at the Battle of Châlons. When the Huns were finally forced back, the Ostrogoths again became independent. With the permission of Rome, they settled in Pannonia, an area now including western Hungary, northern Croatia, Slovenia, and eastern Austria. They were joined by other Ostrogoths who had taken refuge within the Roman Empire at the coming of the Asians. In 474 Theodoric, the greatest of the Ostrogothic kings, was elected to the throne. After various periods of warfare and alliance with Zeno, the Byzantine emperor, Theodoric invaded Italy in 488 (with the consent and advice of the emperor), slew Odoacer, the first barbarian ruler of Italy, and became ruler himself. He held the power although not the title of the Western Roman emperors. A Roman consul was given nominal authority, and the two peoples lived together amicably, with Roman culture greatly influencing the Teutons.

The unity of Romans and Goths could be preserved only by a ruler of the stature of Theodoric. After his death in 526, disruption in Italy became so violent that in 535 the Byzantine emperor Justinian I sent his general Belisarius to conquer the peninsula. The Byzantines broke the Gothic power in 555, and the throne of Italy was filled by the exarchs (Byzantine governors) of Ravenna.

The Ostrogoths themselves gradually became absorbed into other tribes, such as the Alani, Vandals, Franks, and Burgundians, who had established themselves in the dominions of the old Roman Empire.

Huns, nomadic Asian people, probably of Turkish, Tataric, or Ugrian origins, who spread from the Caspian steppes (the areas north of the Caspian Sea) to make repeated incursions into the Roman Empire during the 4th and 5th centuries ad. These attacks culminated in a series of wars under Attila, the most renowned of its leaders, that brought both parts of the Roman Empire, East and West, to the verge of destruction. At the height of their power the Huns absorbed a number of different racial strains in their armies and assimilated the characteristics of the populations of their environment, so that in Europe they gradually lost their distinct Asian character; but even in their pre-European period they were highly variable in their physical characteristics, and of no easily determined ethnic or linguistic identity. All accounts, however, agree in describing them as an aggressive nomadic people of great vigor and comparatively low cultural achievement, who had developed considerable skill in the techniques of warfare, particularly in military horsemanship.

Before the beginning of their recorded European history, a tribe, possibly related to the Huns, was known in western China as the Xiongnu (Hsiung-nu), during the Earlier Han Dynasty (206 bc-ad 8). Their power in the East was weakened during the following century, and eventually they separated into two distinct camps, one of which, amounting to about 50,000 families, went southward, while most of the remainder, after attempting to maintain themselves on the Caspian steppes, went west and northwest in search of new homes. Of those who went northwest, a large number settled for a time on the banks of the Volga River. In the second half of the 4th century ad, under a leader called Balamir (flourished 4th century ad), or Balamber, they advanced into the territories of the Alans, a powerful people dwelling between the Volga and the Don rivers, and in a battle fought on the banks of the Don routed the army of the Alans.

Their next conquest was the country of the Ostrogoths, whose retreat they followed as far west as the Danube River. In the process they threatened and uprooted the Visigoths, who then sought the protection of the Roman Empire. A few years later the Goths revolted against Roman authority, and the Huns crossed the Danube to join them (See also Goths). In the wars that immediately followed, the Huns did not play a conspicuous part, but early in the following century they seem to have been joined by fresh hordes, and by 432, during the reign of Roman Emperor Theodosius I, they had increased so considerably in power that the Hunnish king, Roas, or Rugilas, collected a large annual tribute from Rome.

Roas was succeeded by his nephews Attila and Bleda. After the death of Bleda, Attila extended the Hunnish dominions westward to Gaul, where he was defeated in 451, and Italy. After Attila's death in 453, however, the power of the Huns was broken, and they no longer played a major role in European history. Many Huns took service in the Roman armies, while others joined fresh hordes of invaders from the north and east, assisting them in their repeated attacks upon the empire.

Genghis Khan (1167?-1227), Mongol conqueror and founder of the Mongol Empire, which spanned the continent of Asia by the time of his death. Originally named Temujin, he was born on the banks of the Onon River, near the present-day border between northern Mongolia and southeastern Russia. Native folklore is the only source for details about his ancestry, birth, and early life, and thus the facts are intermingled with purely legendary material. His line of descent is traced back, through many generations, to the mythical union of a gray wolf and a white doe. The newborn infant is said to have held in his hand a large clot of blood, thus presaging the future career of the world conqueror.

Genghis Khan In the late 12th and early 13th centuries, Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan created one of history’s largest land empires, which stretched from the Caspian Sea in Russia to the South China Sea. Genghis Khan succeeded his father as a Mongol chief when still a child, and faced many challenges to his position. He defeated these insurrections, and through his military genius united the nomadic Mongol tribes and turned them into a disciplined fighting force.Culver Pictures 
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Genghis Khan's father, Yesugei, was a local chieftain and nephew of the former khan (ruler) of the Mongol tribe. The Mongols had long played the leading role in eastern Mongolia but had lost their supremacy and sunk into comparative insignificance after their defeat in 1161 by a rival tribe, the Tatar, in alliance with the Jin (Chin) rulers of North China. (The name Tatar, or Tartar, was later used by Europeans to refer to the Mongol invaders of Europe in general.) Yesugei named his son Temujin after a Tatar chieftain whom he had taken prisoner at the time of the child's birth. When Temujin was nine years old his father took him on a journey into the extreme east of Mongolia to find him a bride among his mother's people, the Konkirat. Temujin was betrothed to ten-year old Borte, daughter of the chieftain, and left, according to custom, to be brought up in the tent of his future father-in-law. Yesugei was traveling home when he fell in with a party of Tatars who invited him to share in their feast. However, they then recognized their old enemy and poisoned his food. Yesugei survived only long enough to reach his own encampment and send one of his men to fetch Temujin home again to succeed him as chieftain.

After his death, Yesugei's wife and young children were deserted by his followers under the influence of the Taichi'ut, a clan whose leaders aspired to take the dead chieftain's place. The widow attempted to rally the tribe to her but was unsuccessful. Soon the family was left to fend for itself. When Temujin had grown into a young man, his encampment was attacked by the Taichi'ut. He escaped into the forest but was finally captured. The Taichi'ut spared his life but kept him as a prisoner with a wooden collar around his neck. One night, when the group was feasting on the banks of the Onon, Temujin eluded his captors and hid, almost completely submerged in the river. He was detected by a member of the party, who, however, befriended him and persuaded the Taichi'ut to hold up the search for their prisoner until daylight. In the meantime, Temujin made his way to the tent of his benefactor, who concealed him from a search party and then provided him with the means of escape.

Shortly afterward, Temujin visited the Konkirat to claim his bride, Borte. As a dowry, he was given a black sable coat, which was to prove the foundation of his fortune. He decided to present it to Toghril, later known as Ong-Khan, the powerful ruler of the Kereit, a tribe in central Mongolia. Toghril, who had been an ally of Temujin's father, took the young man under his protection and promised his support, which Temujin was soon to need. The Merkit, a tribe in the north, raided his encampment and carried off his wife. Temujin appealed for help to Toghril and to Jamuka, a young Mongol chieftain, and together the three were able to defeat the Merkit and rescue Borte. For a time, Jamuka and Temujin remained firm friends, setting up camp and herding their animals side by side, but then they became estranged. This break mirrored the larger political landscape of the time, in which loyalties and alliances shifted constantly. It was at this juncture that the Mongol leaders declared themselves for Temujin and acclaimed him as their ruler with the title of Chingiz-Khan (Genghis Khan), which translates roughly as "universal monarch."

From then on he began to play a major role in the intertribal wars, but still as the protégé of Toghril rather than his equal. In 1198 the two rulers took part, as allies of the Jin, in a successful campaign against the Tatar. Toghril was rewarded for his share in the victory with the Chinese title of wang ("prince"), and thereafter he was known as Ong-Khan ("Ong" is a corruption of wang). They remained allies and on several occasions between 1200 and 1202 defeated a coalition of tribes headed by Genghis Khan's former friend Jamuka. In 1202 Genghis Khan conducted a final campaign against the Tatar, which resulted in the total extermination of that people. His relations with Ong-Khan had been steadily deteriorating, however, and in 1203 they fought. After an indecisive battle Genghis Khan withdrew into the extreme northeast of Mongolia, then, recovering his strength, returned to the attack and inflicted an overwhelming defeat on his adversary later that year.

Genghis Khan was now master of eastern and central Mongolia. In 1206, with the death of his old rival, Jamuka, he was at last in undisputed possession of Mongolia. In the spring of 1206, at an assembly of the Mongol princes held near the sources of the Onon, he was proclaimed Great Khan. The powerful ruler proceeded to organize the military forces of his empire.

III  WARS OF CONQUEST 

Genghis Khan was now in a position to embark upon foreign conquests. Hostilities with China commenced in the spring of 1211, and by the end of that year the Mongols had overrun northern China. By the beginning of 1214 all China north of the Huang He (Yellow River) was in the Mongols’ hands, and they were closing in on the Jin capital at Beijing. Peace was purchased by the Chinese emperor at the price of an immense dowry for a Jin princess as Genghis Khan's bride, and the invaders began to withdraw northward. However, fighting broke out again almost at once. Beijing was besieged and sacked in the summer of 1215.

Although the war was not yet over—indeed the conquest of North China was not completed till 1234—Genghis Khan now decided to relinquish personal command of operations, and in the spring of 1216 returned to Mongolia in order to give his attention to events in Central Asia. Genghis Khan’s western territory abutted the state of Khwarizm, a vast but poorly organized empire, ruled by Sultan Muhammad, covering the present-day countries of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, as well as Afghanistan and most of Iran. War between the two empires became inevitable when Genghis Khan's ambassadors were murdered at Otrar on the Syr Darya River. Setting out from Mongolia in the spring of 1219, Genghis Khan passed the summer of that year on the Irtysh River and by autumn had arrived before Otrar. He left a force to besiege and ultimately capture the town and, continuing west at the head of the main army, attacked Bukhoro (Bukhara) in February 1220. The city, deserted by its garrison, surrendered after only a few days' siege. The Mongols then advanced on Samarqand, which likewise offered little resistance and was captured the same year. Genghis Khan dispatched his two best generals in pursuit of Sultan Muhammad, who had fled to the west. The sultan finally sought refuge on an island in the Caspian Sea but was found and killed there. The generals, continuing their westward sweep, crossed Caucasia and defeated an army of Russians and Kipchak Turks in the Crimea before turning back to rejoin Genghis in Central Asia. In the autumn of 1220, Genghis Khan captured Termiz on the Oxus River (present-day Amu Darya) and in the early part of the winter was active in the upper reaches of that river in what is today Tajikistan. At the beginning of 1221 he crossed the Oxus into northern Afghanistan and captured the ancient city of Balkh. Soon after the fall of Samarqand he had dispatched his elder sons north into Khwarizm to lay siege to Muhammad's capital. He now sent his youngest son into eastern Persia to sack and destroy the great and populous cities of Merv (now Mary, Turkmenistan) and Nishapur (now Neyshābūr, Iran).

In the meantime, Sultan Jalal al-Din, the son of Sultan Muhammad, had made his way into central Afghanistan and inflicted a defeat on a Mongol force at Parvan, north of Kābul. Genghis Khan, rejoined by his sons, advanced south in the autumn of 1221 and defeated this new adversary on the banks of the Indus River. With Jalal al-Din's defeat the campaign in the west was virtually brought to its conclusion, and Genghis Khan proceeded by easy stages on the long journey back to Mongolia. In the autumn of 1226 he was again at war, with the Chinese Tangut tribal confederation, but he did not live to witness the successful outcome of this, his last campaign. He died in August 1227, in his summer quarters in the district of Qingshui south of the Liupan Shan (Liupan Mountains) in Gansu, China.

IV  LEGACY 

dynamic timeline 

Ögödei Rules as the Great Khan 

Genghis Khan had many wives and concubines, but it was Borte, his first and chief wife, who gave birth to his four most famous sons: Jochi, Jagatai, Ögödei, and Tolui. Jochi’s son Batu founded the Golden Horde, a powerful Mongol state in Russia and Eastern Europe. Jagatai gave his name to a state that he founded in Central Asia. Ögödei was designated by Genghis Khan to succeed him, and he ruled Mongolia and northern China. Tolui was the father of Mangu Khan, ruler of the unified Mongol Empire from 1251 to 1259; Kublai Khan, who founded the Yuan dynasty in China; and Hulagu, who founded the il-Khanid dynasty of Persia.

Genghis Khan knew no language but Mongolian, and it has been said that to the end of his days he remained at heart a robber chieftain. No mere bandit, however, could have conceived or undertaken the great campaigns against China and Western Asia, and in fact, though he spoke no foreign language, Genghis Khan was not without knowledge of the civilized nations beyond the borders of Mongolia. Already at the beginning of his career he counted among his followers certain Muslim merchants from Central Asia, and later he could rely also upon the counsel of Chinese advisers.

It was, however, mainly on native foundations that his empire was built. The legal code which he instituted, known as the Great Yasa, was based upon Mongol customary law. The instrument of his victories, the superbly efficient Mongol army, seems to have owed nothing to foreign models. It was developed and perfected in intertribal wars before it was turned, with irresistible effect, against the nations of Asia and Eastern Europe. It is, in fact, as a military genius that Genghis Khan lives in history.

further reading 

These sources provide additional information on Genghis Khan. 

As such he was the equal of Alexander the Great or Napoleon I, and neither of the latter two achieved such vast or such enduring conquests. Genghis’ son ruled over an empire that stretched from Ukraine to Korea. His grandsons founded dynasties in China, Persia, and Russia, and his descendants ruled in Central Asia for centuries.
Genghis Khan (1167?-1227), Mongol conqueror and founder of the Mongol Empire, which spanned the continent of Asia by the time of his death. Originally named Temujin, he was born on the banks of the Onon River, near the present-day border between northern Mongolia and southeastern Russia. Native folklore is the only source for details about his ancestry, birth, and early life, and thus the facts are intermingled with purely legendary material. His line of descent is traced back, through many generations, to the mythical union of a gray wolf and a white doe. The newborn infant is said to have held in his hand a large clot of blood, thus presaging the future career of the world conqueror.

Genghis Khan In the late 12th and early 13th centuries, Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan created one of history’s largest land empires, which stretched from the Caspian Sea in Russia to the South China Sea. Genghis Khan succeeded his father as a Mongol chief when still a child, and faced many challenges to his position. He defeated these insurrections, and through his military genius united the nomadic Mongol tribes and turned them into a disciplined fighting force.Culver Pictures 
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Genghis Khan's father, Yesugei, was a local chieftain and nephew of the former khan (ruler) of the Mongol tribe. The Mongols had long played the leading role in eastern Mongolia but had lost their supremacy and sunk into comparative insignificance after their defeat in 1161 by a rival tribe, the Tatar, in alliance with the Jin (Chin) rulers of North China. (The name Tatar, or Tartar, was later used by Europeans to refer to the Mongol invaders of Europe in general.) Yesugei named his son Temujin after a Tatar chieftain whom he had taken prisoner at the time of the child's birth. When Temujin was nine years old his father took him on a journey into the extreme east of Mongolia to find him a bride among his mother's people, the Konkirat. Temujin was betrothed to ten-year old Borte, daughter of the chieftain, and left, according to custom, to be brought up in the tent of his future father-in-law. Yesugei was traveling home when he fell in with a party of Tatars who invited him to share in their feast. However, they then recognized their old enemy and poisoned his food. Yesugei survived only long enough to reach his own encampment and send one of his men to fetch Temujin home again to succeed him as chieftain.

After his death, Yesugei's wife and young children were deserted by his followers under the influence of the Taichi'ut, a clan whose leaders aspired to take the dead chieftain's place. The widow attempted to rally the tribe to her but was unsuccessful. Soon the family was left to fend for itself. When Temujin had grown into a young man, his encampment was attacked by the Taichi'ut. He escaped into the forest but was finally captured. The Taichi'ut spared his life but kept him as a prisoner with a wooden collar around his neck. One night, when the group was feasting on the banks of the Onon, Temujin eluded his captors and hid, almost completely submerged in the river. He was detected by a member of the party, who, however, befriended him and persuaded the Taichi'ut to hold up the search for their prisoner until daylight. In the meantime, Temujin made his way to the tent of his benefactor, who concealed him from a search party and then provided him with the means of escape.

Shortly afterward, Temujin visited the Konkirat to claim his bride, Borte. As a dowry, he was given a black sable coat, which was to prove the foundation of his fortune. He decided to present it to Toghril, later known as Ong-Khan, the powerful ruler of the Kereit, a tribe in central Mongolia. Toghril, who had been an ally of Temujin's father, took the young man under his protection and promised his support, which Temujin was soon to need. The Merkit, a tribe in the north, raided his encampment and carried off his wife. Temujin appealed for help to Toghril and to Jamuka, a young Mongol chieftain, and together the three were able to defeat the Merkit and rescue Borte. For a time, Jamuka and Temujin remained firm friends, setting up camp and herding their animals side by side, but then they became estranged. This break mirrored the larger political landscape of the time, in which loyalties and alliances shifted constantly. It was at this juncture that the Mongol leaders declared themselves for Temujin and acclaimed him as their ruler with the title of Chingiz-Khan (Genghis Khan), which translates roughly as "universal monarch."

From then on he began to play a major role in the intertribal wars, but still as the protégé of Toghril rather than his equal. In 1198 the two rulers took part, as allies of the Jin, in a successful campaign against the Tatar. Toghril was rewarded for his share in the victory with the Chinese title of wang ("prince"), and thereafter he was known as Ong-Khan ("Ong" is a corruption of wang). They remained allies and on several occasions between 1200 and 1202 defeated a coalition of tribes headed by Genghis Khan's former friend Jamuka. In 1202 Genghis Khan conducted a final campaign against the Tatar, which resulted in the total extermination of that people. His relations with Ong-Khan had been steadily deteriorating, however, and in 1203 they fought. After an indecisive battle Genghis Khan withdrew into the extreme northeast of Mongolia, then, recovering his strength, returned to the attack and inflicted an overwhelming defeat on his adversary later that year.

Genghis Khan was now master of eastern and central Mongolia. In 1206, with the death of his old rival, Jamuka, he was at last in undisputed possession of Mongolia. In the spring of 1206, at an assembly of the Mongol princes held near the sources of the Onon, he was proclaimed Great Khan. The powerful ruler proceeded to organize the military forces of his empire.

III  WARS OF CONQUEST 

Genghis Khan was now in a position to embark upon foreign conquests. Hostilities with China commenced in the spring of 1211, and by the end of that year the Mongols had overrun northern China. By the beginning of 1214 all China north of the Huang He (Yellow River) was in the Mongols’ hands, and they were closing in on the Jin capital at Beijing. Peace was purchased by the Chinese emperor at the price of an immense dowry for a Jin princess as Genghis Khan's bride, and the invaders began to withdraw northward. However, fighting broke out again almost at once. Beijing was besieged and sacked in the summer of 1215.

Although the war was not yet over—indeed the conquest of North China was not completed till 1234—Genghis Khan now decided to relinquish personal command of operations, and in the spring of 1216 returned to Mongolia in order to give his attention to events in Central Asia. Genghis Khan’s western territory abutted the state of Khwarizm, a vast but poorly organized empire, ruled by Sultan Muhammad, covering the present-day countries of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, as well as Afghanistan and most of Iran. War between the two empires became inevitable when Genghis Khan's ambassadors were murdered at Otrar on the Syr Darya River. Setting out from Mongolia in the spring of 1219, Genghis Khan passed the summer of that year on the Irtysh River and by autumn had arrived before Otrar. He left a force to besiege and ultimately capture the town and, continuing west at the head of the main army, attacked Bukhoro (Bukhara) in February 1220. The city, deserted by its garrison, surrendered after only a few days' siege. The Mongols then advanced on Samarqand, which likewise offered little resistance and was captured the same year. Genghis Khan dispatched his two best generals in pursuit of Sultan Muhammad, who had fled to the west. The sultan finally sought refuge on an island in the Caspian Sea but was found and killed there. The generals, continuing their westward sweep, crossed Caucasia and defeated an army of Russians and Kipchak Turks in the Crimea before turning back to rejoin Genghis in Central Asia. In the autumn of 1220, Genghis Khan captured Termiz on the Oxus River (present-day Amu Darya) and in the early part of the winter was active in the upper reaches of that river in what is today Tajikistan. At the beginning of 1221 he crossed the Oxus into northern Afghanistan and captured the ancient city of Balkh. Soon after the fall of Samarqand he had dispatched his elder sons north into Khwarizm to lay siege to Muhammad's capital. He now sent his youngest son into eastern Persia to sack and destroy the great and populous cities of Merv (now Mary, Turkmenistan) and Nishapur (now Neyshābūr, Iran).

In the meantime, Sultan Jalal al-Din, the son of Sultan Muhammad, had made his way into central Afghanistan and inflicted a defeat on a Mongol force at Parvan, north of Kābul. Genghis Khan, rejoined by his sons, advanced south in the autumn of 1221 and defeated this new adversary on the banks of the Indus River. With Jalal al-Din's defeat the campaign in the west was virtually brought to its conclusion, and Genghis Khan proceeded by easy stages on the long journey back to Mongolia. In the autumn of 1226 he was again at war, with the Chinese Tangut tribal confederation, but he did not live to witness the successful outcome of this, his last campaign. He died in August 1227, in his summer quarters in the district of Qingshui south of the Liupan Shan (Liupan Mountains) in Gansu, China.

IV  LEGACY 

dynamic timeline 

Ögödei Rules as the Great Khan 

Genghis Khan had many wives and concubines, but it was Borte, his first and chief wife, who gave birth to his four most famous sons: Jochi, Jagatai, Ögödei, and Tolui. Jochi’s son Batu founded the Golden Horde, a powerful Mongol state in Russia and Eastern Europe. Jagatai gave his name to a state that he founded in Central Asia. Ögödei was designated by Genghis Khan to succeed him, and he ruled Mongolia and northern China. Tolui was the father of Mangu Khan, ruler of the unified Mongol Empire from 1251 to 1259; Kublai Khan, who founded the Yuan dynasty in China; and Hulagu, who founded the il-Khanid dynasty of Persia.

Genghis Khan knew no language but Mongolian, and it has been said that to the end of his days he remained at heart a robber chieftain. No mere bandit, however, could have conceived or undertaken the great campaigns against China and Western Asia, and in fact, though he spoke no foreign language, Genghis Khan was not without knowledge of the civilized nations beyond the borders of Mongolia. Already at the beginning of his career he counted among his followers certain Muslim merchants from Central Asia, and later he could rely also upon the counsel of Chinese advisers.

It was, however, mainly on native foundations that his empire was built. The legal code which he instituted, known as the Great Yasa, was based upon Mongol customary law. The instrument of his victories, the superbly efficient Mongol army, seems to have owed nothing to foreign models. It was developed and perfected in intertribal wars before it was turned, with irresistible effect, against the nations of Asia and Eastern Europe. It is, in fact, as a military genius that Genghis Khan lives in history.

further reading 

These sources provide additional information on Genghis Khan. 

As such he was the equal of Alexander the Great or Napoleon I, and neither of the latter two achieved such vast or such enduring conquests. Genghis’ son ruled over an empire that stretched from Ukraine to Korea. His grandsons founded dynasties in China, Persia, and Russia, and his descendants ruled in Central Asia for centuries.

Franks, group of Germanic tribes that, about the middle of the 3rd century ad, dwelt along the middle and lower Rhine River. The Franks appeared in the Roman provinces around 253 and soon thereafter established themselves in two principal groups, the Salian and the Ripuarian. The Salian Franks inhabited the territory along the lower stretches of the Rhine, and the Ripuarian Franks lived along the middle course of the river. The Salians were conquered by the Roman emperor Julian in 358 and became allies of Rome. During the early 5th century, when the Romans retired from the Rhine, the Salians established themselves in most of the territory north of the Loire River.

Under the Salian king Clovis I, founder of the Merovingian dynasty, the power and extent of the Frankish kingdom grew considerably. In 486 Clovis overthrew Syagrius, the last Roman governor in Gaul, and then successively subjugated the Alamanni, the Burgundians, the Visigoths of Aquitania, and the Ripuarian Franks. Ultimately, the borders of his kingdom extended from the Pyrenees Mountains to Friesland and from the Atlantic Ocean to the Main River. Clovis was converted to Christianity in 496, and thus began the close connection between the Frankish monarchy and the papacy.

After the death of Clovis, the kingdom was divided among his four sons, and for the following century it went through several divisions and reunifications until finally consolidated by Clotaire II in 613. Shortly after his death, however, the kings ceased to exercise any influence, and authority passed into the hands of the great officers of state, most notably, the mayor of the palace (major domus). The office of major domus existed in all of the Frankish kingdoms. In the eastern part, Austrasia, however, arose a powerful family, the Carolingian, which retained exclusive possession of the palace mayoralty for more than 100 years, ruling as monarchs in fact if not in name. In 687 Pepin of Herstal, the Austrasian mayor of the palace, overthrew the forces of Neustria (the western part) and Burgundy, setting himself up as major domus of a united Frankish kingdom. His son, Charles Martel, extended the frontiers of the kingdom in the east and in 732 repelled the Moors in a decisive battle fought at a site between Tours and Poitiers. Frankish power attained its greatest development under Charles Martel's grandson, Charlemagne, who in his time was the most powerful monarch in Europe. On December 25, 800, he was crowned Carolus Augustus, emperor of the Romans, by Pope Leo III. Charlemagne's imperial title was later borne by the Holy Roman emperors until the early 19th century. His Frankish lands, more specifically, developed into the kingdom of France, which is named for the Franks.
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